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Big Browns Tagged at Simpson’s Pond
Strange, isn’t it, to start a
column for December and talk
about brown trout?? I just can’t
wait until spring to tell the
Downeast fishermen what is
taking place at Simpson’s Pond in
Roque Bluffs!
On October 2, I accompanied
Fish and Wildlife Biologists, Ron
Brokaw and Rick Jordan on a
trip to Simpson’s Pond. Ron and
Rick had been doing a fish count
by live trapping. The weather
was cold and raw, ending in a
snowstorm but the trip was
enlightening to this writer.
Earlier, over coffee, they told me
they had tagged and released
three and four pound brown
trout. Now I was going to see for
myself.
They had three sets out,
covering the pond at strategic
spots. ( I say these were
strategic spots because of the
number of fish in the traps.) The
first trap pulled tfas full of brown
trout in a pound to a pound and a
half and 12” to 15” range. The
trap also held golden shiners,
eels and brook trout.
In the next step of this
process, the fish are dumped
from the trap into a wash tub of

DOWNEAST
REPORT
Sherwood Chandler
Machias 04654

their area biologists, they would
better understand that the job of
trying to provide adequate
fishing is no easy task.
♦♦♦

A typical brown trout from Simpsons Pond in
Roque Bluffs.

water
containing
an
anesthetizing agent. The fish are
then taken to shore, measured,
weighed, sex determined and,
occasionally, a scale sample are

The Birches
on Moosehead Lake
Ski the Moosehead Region
The Birches Ski Touring Center
□dh Moosehead Lake
Log Ct ins, 25 Miles of maintained
trails. Ski Rentals.

Open Year Round
P.O. Box 81-M
Rockwood, Me. 04478
207-534-7305

then taken. After this history is
recorded, they are put into
another tub until they revive,
after which they are released
back into the pond.
The second trap pulled had
about the same amount and
similar sizes. The third trap held
a brown trout that went over two
pounds and another over three
pounds. In all, I saw over 60
browns that were legal fish. The
three and four pounders were
stocked in 1976, which shows
good growth and survival.
It was a pleasure (despite the
weather) to spend a morning
with these gentlemen who
represent the Fish & Wildlife
Department. If more fishermen
could spend a little time with

Maps

Later on in the month, my wife
and I attended a small social
gathering in Machias where
Commissioner Glenn Manuel was
the guest of honor. After a short
social hour and dinner, we at
tended the monthly meeting of
the Machias Valley Sportsman
Club at the Club House on Six
Mile Lake in Marshfield.
Commissioner Manuel was the
guest speaker.
The President of the Club,
Gordon Feeney of Northfield,
introduced the Commissioner,
Warden-Pilot Dana Toothaker
and State Representative Bob
Gillis from Calais.
The Commissioner spoke of
the problems facing the
Department. The main area is
money — or the lack of it. In
flation here, as in any other
business, is taking its toll. The
cost to operate the Department
is approximately $350,000
monthly! License increases are
not the answer, in his opinion.
The Department has to have
money from the General Fund as
it can no longer exist on
dedicated revenues. Without
help from the next Legislature*

Q. Why doesn’t the Fish &
Wildlife Department implement
an Outfitter-Guide Law similar
to New Brunswick?
A. The law isn’t working in
New Brunswick.

Q. How can the hunters be
assured that the drawing on the
moose season is fair and above
board?
A. The tickets will be drawn
by Boy Scouts on public
television.

Q. What do you think of the
coyote situation and what is
being done about them?
A. I think the coyote situation
is extremely serious. I personally
know of 17 deer the coyotes
killed last winter. We, in the
Department, are putting
together a team of professional
trappers. When a trouble spot
develops in the State, this team
will move in and hopefully,
eliminate and control the area. I
realize coyotes cannot be com
pletely eradicated.

Q. What do you think are the
Continued on next page

SEBOOMOOK WILDERNESS CAMPGROUND
on Moosehead Lake - Northwest Carry
Housekeeping Cabins
Store, Gas, LP Gas &
Flying Service.
Campsites Also Available
on the Famous West Branch
of the Penobscot. Write

NOW - the whole State in one large book.
Detailed and Accurate

the Fish and Wildlife Depart
ment will be out of funds by
September of 1980.
After he concluded his very
interesting talk, he had a
question and answer period. A
few of the questions and an
swers:

_________

Open May 15
Thru Hunting Season

65 large maps, each 11 "x15", cover the entire state at a scale of
approximately " = 1 mile, except in southern Maine which
is1" = 1 mile.
Each two-color map shows all roads, mountains, ponds, rivers,
swamps, streams, towns, cities and even individual houses anc
camps.
The back cover of the Atlas is an easy four-color index for moving
from one map to another.
City Street Maps of Maine’s 20 Largest Cities with complete street
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The Machias River
Outpost

Indexes.

Fish species in all major lakes, ponds, rivers and brooks are shown
on the map.
Boat launch sites, campsites, ranger stations, customs stations
and gates are located, even in the North Woods.
Canoe trips and hiking trails are written about in detail, with
rapids, portages and shelters plotted on the maps.
And many articles on fishing, hunting, museums, bicycling, skiing,
access laws, parks, wildlife, history, resources and town pop
ulation statistics can be found in this book.

See our Winchester museum display of fine old
rifles, cartridge boards, art & related Americana —
nautical antique display — old railroad items —
taxidermy — birch bark canoe & raquettes, Cree
Indian style — antique duck decoys

-IMPORTANTThM« maps have the moat up-to-date, statewide coverage of
logging and skidding roads available.
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causes of the declining deer
herds?
A.
There
are
numerous
reasons; but one of the main
concerns are the new methods of
lumbering — clear cutting, and
decreasing use of horses in the
woods has seriously eliminated
their habitat.

Q. Is the coyote we have in
Maine like its Western
couterpart?
A. No. Our biologists have
determined the animal we have
here in Maine is a lot different. It
is a new breed. It is a mixture of
the Western coyote, the wolf and
the domestic dog.

Q. Will you meet with us again
a year from now so we can
evaluate and discuss the topics
we covered tonight?
A. I certainly will try.
Thus we met Commissioner
Glenn Manuel — a man who has a

OUR
SPLITTING HfflDFWS

tough job in the years ahead. I
was impressed by his frankness
and willingness to cooperate with
the sportsmen.

hunter that left our camp was
Dick. There wasn’t any way I
was going to hunt in that down
pour. I wasn’t alone, as the
callers that day will attest.

Opening day for the season on
whitetail deer, left a lot to be
desired. The rain started at 2
a.m. and didn’t stop during the
daylight hours.

Our first visitors Saturday
morning were Dennis Bowker
and his son, Adam of Marshfield.
(Dennis had seen a big buck in
Northfield but didn’t get a shot.)
A little later, Johnny Hayward

I went into camp Friday af
ternoon with my son, Mike, a
friend of his, Timmy Mallar of
Machias, my old hunting buddy,
Dick Ellsmore of Northfield. This
is the 19th year Dick and I have
greeted the opening day dawn! I
would be most interested to hear
from other hunters on their
consecutive
years
hunting
together. I would wager that
some groups have been hunting
together for over 50 years.
Our callers Friday evening
were Lloyd Hill, Peter Buck and
Eldon Lyons, Jr., down from
their 1st Lake Machias camp;
Billy Cherry, Paul Gaddis and
Eric Hatt (St. Regis Company
lads), Cony Upton and Glen
Davis, up from their 2nd Chain
Lake camp.
Saturday

morning

the

only
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and Steve Stuart from the 1st
Chain Lake camp came through
the door, soaked to the skin.
They had started three deer
down in the Canaan country, but
no shots. (There was a hunter,
however, that shot a nice doe of
the three the boys started.) The
next lad to cross the theshold
was John Mallory of Machias.
John
(the son of
Warden
Supervisor Gene Mallory) was
recently discharged form the
Service. He is some happy to be
back in the woods again. Robin
Bridges of Whitneyville and
Ronnie Hayward of Machias
were our next guests. (Robin is
the son of Bob Bridges, who is
one of the best hunters in
Maine.) Still no deer!
Later on in the afternoon, Billy
Hammond and Donny Hanscom
of Marshfield dropped in. They
had been hunting the Seavey
Brook
country
without
a
sighting. Thurman Roberts (up
from the Bowles Brook camp)
was our next caller. Thurman
had been in the woods for four
hours with no results. The last
boys in for the day were Tom
Wolverton and John Parker.
They were hunting out of Bill
Parker’s camp on Day Hill. A lot
of hunters but no deer!!
The three tagging stations
that I have checked for opening
day results are Wesley area (2),
Cutler (0) and Jonesport area (1).
Give that buddy or friend of
yours a subscription to the
MAINE
SPORTSMAN
for
Christmas!!

SNOWMOBILERS WELCOME!

NOW $699

TEA POND CAMPS
Clifton E. George and Family — Proprietors

H.P. Model — 25” Capacity

Box #18 Eustis, Maine 04936
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High Speed Wheels.
Sug. List $1,029

Phone: 207-243-2943

150 miles of trails centrally located
between Rangeley, Jackman,
and Lake Megantic.
OPEN YEAR ROUND
“Log cabins among the birches on secluded Tea Pond’’
AMERICAN PLAN
PACKAGE PLANS AVAILABLE

NOW $899
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Two Stage Pump, High Speed Retractable Wheels,

SCOTTY'S
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Auto Return.
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NOW $1,199
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High Speed Wheels.
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COMPLETE FLOAT PLANE SERVICE

Shin Pond — Patten, Maine

NOW $1,495

FAIRBAIRN

co/nPA^y
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Closest Flying Service to the
Head Waters of the Allagash

OUTFITTING
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Scott and Louise Skinner
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Box 256 S
Patten, Maine 04765
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Page 4

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

December 1979

Guest Editorial

A Solution to No Tresspassing
By Al Raychard

In North Saco, where I grew up there is a
stretch of woods which offers some of the best
deer habitat in York County. In past years I have
hunted it freely, but this year I discovered it was
posted to NO TRESPASSING. For the first time
since I was a kid a piece of Maine I had come to
love was off limits. It hurt. It got me mad. Like
seeing the brook trout in northern Maine slowly
disappearing, it really hurt.
So I took an afternoon to look up the owner, as
every good sportsman should do. He said, “You
can hunt it. I haven’t got anything against
hunting. It’s the hunters I don’t like.” and that
got me thinking.
Who do we think we are? For over two
generations the sportsmen of this country have
held the notion that we can hunt, trap,
snowmobile and generally trespass anywhere,
on anybody’s lan^j anytime we want! We are
finally discovering this is not the case. Look at
the NO TRESPASSING and NO HUNTING and

KEEP OUT signs going up everywhere. They
are a clear message that we are not wanted and
if it keeps up, we’re going to be in a situation
where we have no open land on which to enjoy
our activities.
So many of us join SAM and the NRA. That’s
fine and should be the case with all sportsmen
who care about the future of hunting and our
right to keep and bear arms. For $6 and $15
annually you can’t go wrong. But you can do
more to assure that we have open lands on which
to hunt; simply be sportsmen. Not only in
November but throughout the season.
If you know of a place or stretch of land that is
posted, visit the landowner and talk with him.
Ask if he has a problem with sportsmen and if so
ask what you can do to help correct it. This is an
excellent project for area sportsmen’s clubs in
particular.
Offer to post his land. That’s right, help him.
Ask if he’d tear down the old NO HUNTING or
NO TRESPASSING signs and replace them with
HUNTING BY PERMISSION ONLY signs.

You’ll be surprised at how many will agree.
When you enter someone’s land for target
practicing take your spent target with you and
don’t use beer bottles and soda bottles. Looking
at some of the gravel pits we leave behind you’d
swear they’re a damn dump; you can’t blame a
landowner for posting in such cases. We’d
probably do it ourselves.
We must remember all the landowner wants is
to be respected; just like we want to be
respected as hunters and sportsmen. It goes
both ways. Treat the land as if it were our own.
Be on good terms with the landowner. It’s the
only way we can win or stay above board. For, if
we lose we lose more than the right to go on his
land.

And finally, send the appropriate dues to SAM
and the NRA. While we’re working on a local
level they are working on the legislative level
protecting us there. Together we can keep the
right to hunt.

“Felonious Assault on the Woods”
Opposition to Dickey-Lincoln continues to
mount and some of the latest ammunition has
come from two i^fen who are good friends of
sportsmen and w\ llife.
A study, sponsored by Rep. David F. Emery,
says that six small-scale hydroelectric plants
carefully placed in the rivers of northern Maine
could produce about 75 percent of the in-state
power that Dickey-Lincoln would. These dams,
said the report, could be built in half the time
Dickey-Lincoln could, at a third of the price, or
$380 million instead of $1.3 billion. Most im
portantly, the report said the environmental
impact of the dams would be “negligible, par
ticularly when compared to Dickey-Lincoln.”

Obviously these little dams are not going to
solve New England’s energy problems, but then
neither is Dickey-Lincoln. The important point
here is that there are alternatives, and Rep.

Emery, who has been*long in the forefront of
opposition to the Dickey-Lincoln boondoggle, is
to be applauded for helping to point that fact out.
The second development occurred when Maine
Fish and Wildlife commissioner Glenn H. Manuel
made headlines by criticizing a federal plan
offering Maine 100,000 acres of forest land in
place of the 84,600 the dams would flood.
Manuel said 100,000 acres, isn’t enough to
offset the loss of fish and wildlife around the St.
John River. “There’s nothing as good as that
area,” in terms of deer habitat,” Manuel is
quoted as having said. He said the land around
the St. John is twice as good habitat for deer as
the land around the Allagash and he wanted the
federal government to give the state 160,000
acres to offset the land lost to the clams. Manuel
also said the feds need to give the state a new
hatchery to offset the loss of trout production the

flooding of the St. John would cause.
The good part of all of these demands is that
they further increase construction costs for the
Dickey-Lincoln project, showing it for the
wasteful project it is. Commissioner Manuel is to
be complimented for making such criticisms.
We like the way the Kennebec Journal
recently summed up the latest Dickey-Lincoln
developments.
“The Army Corps of Engineers wants to
dribble away $15,700,000 more of your money to
‘mitigate’ Dickey-Lincoln, not to mention
another million dollars annually to manage the
new tract. Their plan sets aside an unspecified
number of acres for ‘deep woods’ conservation,
thus removing even more producing land from
the economy. Far from mitigating anything, the
Army proposal compounds the felonious assault
still being plotted against the north Maine
woods.” (HPV)

Bear Hunting Permit Needed
Roy Hugie, Maine bear research leader, says
it is time we had a special bear hunting license.
We agree.
In the past 22 years, bears have been trans
formed from bountied vermin to prized big game
animal in Maine and are the basis of a guiding
industry said to be worth as much as $8 million to
the state’s economy. Yet, in many ways, there is
an awful lot we don’t know about bear hunting in
Maine. For instance, we don’t know how many
bear hunters there are.
In a good year, when the beech nut crop is
heavy and snows hold off, many bear are shot by
deer hunters. That’s what happened in 1978.

Few hunters are going to pass up a shot at a bear
if one happens by. But many of these deer
hunters really have little use for the bear itself.
We think it would be much wiser to limit the
hunting to people who are seriously interested in
bear hunting.
Most importantly, issuing bear hunting
licenses, or permits if you prefer, will give the
state a chance to exercise some real control over
bear hunting pressure. While Maine has a good
and healthy bear population, they are being
overhunted in some areas. By issuing bear
hunting permits for certain areas and not for
others, the Fish and Wildlife Department could

put the hunting pressure in areas where there
are enough bears to support the hunting while at
the same time giving areas with a limited
population time to recover.
We know that the standard argument is that
there are already too many licenses which cost
too much money, but we have to face the fact
that there are many more people hunting than in
the old days. If we are to preserve the hunting
resource we have to accept restrictions.
It won’t do any good 20 years down the road to
brag about how we fought off a bear hunting
permit if there are no bears left to hunt. (HPV)
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Letters To The Editor

In Defense of Hydro Dams
To The Editor:
In the interest of balance, I
request
that the
following
comments on the article entitled
“Hydro Power vs. Wild Rivers”,
be
published in the Maine
Sportsman.
Maine is in a precarious
position. This state depends on
petroleum for about eighty (80)
percent of our total energy
needs. Most of the petroleum we
use in Maine is imported from
foreign countries.
A
major
disruption of the supply of that
fuel or a major price increase will
have a serious negative effect on
the lives of most Maine citizens.
It will eliminate many jobs, cause
cold homes, and prevent the
transportation of many vital
items that our society needs.
To
further
reduce
our
dependency on petroleum we
must develop other sources of

energy. Hydroelectric power and
wood are the only significant
indigenous energy sources in
Maine that can be technically and
economically developed during
the next decade. Hydroelectric
power is renewable, pollution
free, and our most efficient
method of electrical generation.
Maine people should insist that
the good hydroelectric sites in
Maine be developed — and by
good, I mean those that can
stand the environmental test and
are economically justified. Ef
ficient uses of wood for energy
should be encouraged and the
inefficient methods of wood use
for
energy
should
be
discouraged. We should also be
very careful not to exceed the
growth capacity of our forests as
we develop wood energy.
A gallon of oil saved by con
servation is a gallon of oil that

Robin Amber
Learns to Hunt
Dear Editor:
Just a few lines to tell you how
much we agreed with your
editorial “Let’s Keep Youth in
Hunting.”
Our
11-year-old
daughter,
Robin Amber, began hunting
with her father last year. She
really loved it and looked for
ward to it this year. If her father
is hunting all day, he will come
home special to get her after
school so that she can go with
him a couple of hours. Our son,
Darren, is now 18, but he did the
same thing at her age.
When Robin comes home from
hunting she is bubbling with
things to talk about. Perhaps a
Chickadee landed close to her
and chirped, or maybe she saw a
different track. Sometimes it’s a
porkypine that was seen clim
bing a tree, or a squirrel
scurrying by with food in its
mouth for the winter. They
seldom see a deer, but it doesn’t

seem that important.
They usually hunt in her
father’s
childhood
hunting
grounds. So, she knows where
the haunted house is (although
now it’s just a cellar hole). And,
she knows where the old sap
house is (tho now it’s just a few
boards).
These are remem
brances that would be lost if the
youth of today didn’t hunt.
Of course, Robin also learns
the basics of hunting. Dressing
for warmth and dryness, what to
carry, how to use a compass,
basic gun handling for safety etc.
But, the main thing is that she is
getting acquainted with the
woods
and
its
creatures.
Something that can’t be learned
from
books
with such ex
citement.

does not have to be imported.
The same applies to a gallon of oil
saved with hydro power or wood.
The general welfare of this state
depends on energy conservation
and the orderly development of
our hydro and wood potential. It
should also be recognized that
Maine does not have enough
internal energy sources to be
self-sufficient. Coal or nuclear
power
development
is
also
required
to
minimize
our
dependency on imported foreign
oil.

P. I. Firlotte
Manager of Power Systems
Great Northern Paper

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr.
Firlotte makes sense, but it’s a
question of degree. We say there
is no sense in trying to resolve
our power problems by
destroying some of our best
natural resources, wild rivers. It
is to Great Northern’s benefit to
build dams, but that is harmful to
fish and wildlife populations in
many places, and therefore
harmful to sportsmen. The
trade-offs should be Carefully
evaluated. Naturally, we tend to
side with wildlife and sportsmen.
After all, look at the pickle
progress has already gotten us
into.

WANTED TO BUY

Logs, Stumpage,
Woodlots.
• Fair prices
• Prompt payment
• Reliable operators

MARRINER
LUMBER CO.
Church Road
Brunswick, Me. 04011
[207] 729-3901

Sincerely,
Mrs. Byron Henderson
22 Withee Ave.
Madison, Maine 04950

Life Among the
Anti-Hunters
Dear Editor:
A hearty “Amen” to Phil
Foster’s guest editorial, urging
sportsmen to join organizations
dedicated to fighting the anti’s.
You’re recently getting a taste of
what life among the anti’s is like,
but you haven’t seen anything
yet. On the local level they try to
get towns closed to the discharge
of firearms. On the state level
they try to get species removed
from the huntable list, outlaw
trapping or
bowhunting or
hunting with dogs, etc. The same
on the national level. On the
international level they try to get
species listed as endangered,
then send representatives to the
meetings of the Convention in
Trade in Endangered Species to
lobby against removal of any
species from that list, even
though they make great strides
in recovery. If you don’t know
what’s going on, how can you
fight it? And if you don’t fight it,
the anti’s will win.
Every
sportsman
should
educate himself about the other
fellow’s sport, and not help the
anti’s against the other fellow on
the foolish assumption that he’s
helping
himself.
A
typical
example is coon and fox hunters
who have joined the anti’s to do
in trappers, only to find they are
next on the list!
Every sportsman should join a

local club, a state organization
such as SAM, as well as national
groups.
And
that includes
fishermen — after all, Jacques
Cousteau says sport fishing is
perverted. The NRA does a
great job of notifying gun
owners of dangerous legislation.
There’s another group you
should support too. The Wildlife
Legislative Fund of America
started in Ohio to fight a trap
ping-ban referendum, came from
behind as sure losers to win by a
2-1 margin. They went on to help
in other states, and now they are
going national. They merged
with the Sportsman’s Alliance of
America, which was formed to
fight the anti’s in the courts.
Plans are for 5 regional offices,
plus one in Washington D.C. The
Washington office will monitor
anti legislation, the regional
offices will lend a hand, teaching
sportsmen how to fight bad laws.
They plan educational material,
to counter the anti-propaganda
in the schools, and a newsletter
to keep you posted on what’s
going on that is against your
interests. Write them at 50 W.
Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio,
43215, for more information and
to find out how you can help. We
need them badly.

Edith B. Martin
21 Newell Ave.
Needham, Mass. 02192

The Maine Sportsman invites readers to comment
on all issues of interest. All letters must be signed. We
will publish as many letters as space permits. Letters
should be no more than 200 words. We reserve the
right to delete portions in the interest of space. Send
all letters to: The Maine Sportsman, Box 365,
Augusta, Maine 04330.
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Venison Stew and Popovers
December.
A
reflective
month. Time for thinking. Time
for winter’s first harsh realities.
Cold seems colder in December.
We have yet to acclimate our
selves. Hot tea is appreciated
more and thick soups and stews,
piping hot, make supper an
occasion.
If someone loves venison,
middle and late December find
venison steak and chop supplies
becoming low, and the stew meat
has to be used. Some hunters

make stew meat from tender
hind-quarter cuts, desiring stews
made from tender, succulent
meats. Other utilize the neck and
front shoulders for stew meats.
They are tougher, but prepared
in a stew, the meat becomes
more tenderized.
This stew recipe combines
tradition with French cooking.
First,
in
a
Dutch
oven,
preferably a cast iron oven,
butter is clarified. This is a
simple process. Real butter is

R & R TAXIDERMY
117 State Rd., Eliot, Me. 03903
Telephone 439-2881

ROLAND FERNALD
Taxidermist
State and Federal
Taxidermy Licenses
QUALITY WORK
AT A REASONABLE PRICE

•
•
•
•
•

GUNS & AMMUNITION
CROSS COUNTRY SKIS
TUBBS SNOW SHOES
MOTO SKI SNOWSLEDS
COMPLETE LINE OF
SPORTING GOODS

PICKARD’S SPORT SHOP
JOHNSON MOTORS
802 Wilson St, Brewer, Me. 04412

TeL 989-4776

melted and the foam skimmed
from the top until a clear liquid is
left. The reason for this is
simple. Clarified butter will not
burn
under
normal
cir
cumstances. (Vegetable oil may
be substituted.)
Next, place the stew meat in a
bag with flour, a dash of salt, a
liberal amount of pepper, a touch
of garlic powder, and a little
poultry seasoning. Shake the
whole thing vigorously.
Remove the meat and place
with chopped onions in hot,
clarified butter. Allow some flour
to slop into the pan. Brown the
meat well, and then add a little
liquid. It may be water, bouillon
soup, or wine. The flour will have
crusted on the bottom of the
oven so, as the liquid simmers,
scrape with a wooden spoon. A
rich gravy will form.
Now, if the meat is tough, add
water and put in potatoes,
carrots, and parsnips, and cook
one hour, or until the vegetables
are done. You may want to add
peas for color. Peas or string
beans, or both. Cook these
vegetables just long enough to
tenderize.
If the meat is not tough, then
after the initial browning and
gravy
making,
add
cooked
potatoes, carrots, and parsnips
and simmer just 15 or 20
minutes. String beans may be
added then also, but peas should
wait until just minutes before
serving time. (This is assuming
the peas are frozen or canned.) If
the meat is tender and succulent,
we do not want to boil it for
hours.
Many Mainers feel a stew must
cook all day over a low heat. If
you are one of them, try this
approach where the stew cooks
just long enough to tenderize the
vegetables. You may be sur-

prised! This is one secret
French stews and soups.

to

Side dishes to this entree
would be baked acorn squash and
popovers. The acorn squash (or
any squash) are cut in half and
the seeds removed. Ther cut side
is placed down in a pan and
baked for 40 minutes at 325°.
Then, turn cut side up and baste
with butter, sprinkle with salt
and pepper, and bake 20 minutes
longer.

Popovers are a delicious easy
bread to make that will impress
family and guests. The recipe
follows:
4 eggs
1 teaspoon salt
2 cups milk
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 tablespoons of melted butter
Beat eggs and salt with a high

speed mixer until the mixture is
light. Add half a cup of milk and 2
cups of flour and beat until flour
is moistened. Gradually add the
remainder of the milk until
batter is smooth. Add butter and
mix well. The butter should be
melted but not hot. Put in
greased muffin tins and bake in a
preheated 425° oven for 40
minutes. Serve hot.
As this meal is getting ready,
rum and Coke or Bloody Marys
go well as a before dinner drink.
With the meal, a good red wine
such as Bordeaux, Burgundy, or
Rioja are good. It need not be an
expensive wine. Stew does not
call for it.

It is the dark, festive month.
The New Year is coming so eat,
drink, and be merry. It’s later
than you think.

CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING
TJST
□
□
□
□
■
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

A ball on the weekend.
There’s one pickup out there that plays as hard as it works.
Scout Terra — the four-wheel drive pickup that man
handles mud, snow and sand.
Terra combines a six-foot cargo bed with a 2000-lb. pay
load. And has more lockable in-cab storage space than any
standard size pickup.
Come see us about a Scout Terra. One test drive Is ail It
takes.
Down East International Trucks Inc.

35 Bedford Street
Portland, Maine
Telephone 772-7448
Located next to U of Maine

Morrison Motors Inc.
2 River Road
Mexico, Maine
Telephone 364-3777

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Scout
leads the way.

ill.
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Morrison & Sylvester Inc.
1175 Minot Avenue
Auburn, Maine
Telephone 783-8549

ih
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Lamps
Cedar Chests
Rocking Chairs
Recliners
Microwave Ovens
Bean Bag Chairs
Small Appliances
American Tourister® Luggage
Audio Components
Recording Tape
Headphones
Clocks
Custom Bedspreads
Brunswick Pool Tables
Televisions 3” to 25”
diag. measure
Police Radio Scanners
Braided Rugs, 3 lines, all sizes
Smoke Detectors
Portable Radios
Vacuum Cleaners
Trash Compactors
Woodstoves
Occasional Tables
Come and browse for more ideas

Mon. Wed. 8-6 PM
—Thu. Fri. 8-9 PM
Saturday 8-5 PM

omerieau

nc
43 Bridge Street, Augusta 622-3765
Dec. 12th on — open ’til 9 p.m. ’til Dec. 23,
Dec. 24th ’til 4 p.m.
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Christmas Bird Count Time
This month offers opportunity
to participate in two fun ex
periences not possible any other
time of year.
The first one is the annual
Christmas Bird Count. A yearly
event started at the turn of the
century, the Audubon Christmas
Census celebrates its 80th bir
thday this month. This census is
taken all over the country by
innumerable bird watchers in a
variety of geographic areas and
climates. In Maine alone, for this
December of 1979, 21 leaders and
locations are listed in the Maine
Audubon
News.
Check
the
Audubon
headquarters
in
Falmouth or your local chapter if
you are interested. Or, if you
have a group of bird-watching
friends,
organize your own
“census-taking” and then report
to the Society, recording number
of species, individual numbers of
birds seen, where seen and by
whom.
The usual procedure is to draw
a circle on a map, encompasssing
an area with a 15-mile radius
from
a central community.
Observers
cover
a certain
segment of the “geographic
circle,” looking in trees, shrubs,
at bird feeders, on the ground, in
the
air.
Anything that
is
feathered and flies is included in
the count, provided it can be
correctly identified, and duly
recorded as to species and
numbers.
Amazingly
large
numbers of species can be
amassed by some groups. The
advantage is with those who
have both land and water in
“their” circle. The plus is there
are the wintering waterfowl that
can be seen on bays and inlets.
Some groups even “take to the
sea” to amass a substantial total.
Beaches, too, are a bonus if they
fall
within
your
assigned
territory.
As you may have already
gathered, the Christmas Count is
a most competitive event — one
group vieing with another for the
largest number. Accuracy is of
the utmost importance for, when
the final tally is taken, iden
tification may be challenged and
to have listed as a sighting a bird
that has never been seen nor
possibly could be seen (in the
opinion of all the others!) is
tantamount to discharge from
the “fraternity of bird watchers”!
Birds are early risers and so
bird counters must be too. It’s
easier to be a Christmas Census
taker in Florida than in Maine,
that’s for sure. So — it takes a
special kind of person who is
willing to rise early, pile on
layers of warm clothing (feeling
more like a roly-poly teddy bear
than an erudite ornithologist),
and brave the pre-dawn cold and
drive to the assigned station,

ready to go. Have you ever tried
to adjust a scope or focus
binoculars
with
mitten-clad
hands? Mittens certainly are
warmer than gloves, but don’t
lend themselves to much dex
terity. Ear muffs are a necessity,
or at least a hat that can be
pulled way down. Certainly

Bohrmann
Knives

hearing is impeded, (The caw of a
crow or the shriek of a blue jay
can be counted!) but frostbite is
prevented.
In some sections of the country
the Christmas census can be
taken within a time frame of up
to a week or two — in others it is
on just one specific date. Those
birders who have a choice are
fortunate. They can wait for a
sunny day, but for those who
have but one day to count,
“neither sleet, nor rain, nor dark
of night” will keep them from
their appointed task.
The first Christmas census my
husband and I took, many years
ago, was in Raymond, Maine. We
were self-appointed counters —
doing our own thing, though all
very official in format. We chose
the acreage of a boys’ camp on
Panther Pond
in
Raymond,
Maine. During several summers
spent there, our list of species
observed was rather impressive
— 52 to be exact. We thought it
would be informative to make a
comparison of birds remaining in
the same area during the winter.
The ground was white. We
snowshoed
along the
road
leading into camp,
stopping
every so often to listen and to
look — taking side excursions
into the fields and woods, to see
if there were bird tracks or any
other signs of birdlife such as
seeds from pine cones or weeds
scattered about, or berries of
any sort. We stopped to rest
after a mile or so and heard
clearly about our heads “dee-deedee. Aha! What joy — our first
observation. We waited to hear
more — silence. So we moved on.
But three hours later we had
neither seen nor heard another
bird. We returned to the car,
pulled out our reporting form,
filled in names of participants,
location, wind direction, tem
perature, weather, date. Then in
the proper place entered the
species
—
Black-capped
chickadee — Number, ONE —
total, ONE. When we got home
we mailed our report off to the

enough, several myrtles came
out to take a look at us. I thought
I saw a face or two at the kitchen
window of the cottage, observing
us!
Next we went to a house with
innumerable feeders placed in
every conceivable location. A
cardinal was at the window
feeder, a mocking bird flew from
the multiflora rose hedge, and, of
course,
the
ubiquitous
chickadees were flitting back and
forth. Next on to a house where a
winter wren was known to be
staying in the shrubbery. Un
fortunately the wren must have
had
heavy
business
ap
pointments that day, for he
never appeared.
A trip along a catwalk into the
salt marsh yielded nothing, but
on the way out I did find a dead
sora rail, which could be counted,
for its demise was adjudged to be
rather recent and thus the bird
considered to be spending the
winter.
Others went to the beach at
Monomoy or took a boat trip.
When we gathered that evening
to tally results, the amazing total
of 113 different species had been
listed, the highest number ever
listed at that point in time. I can’t
even recall the number of in
dividual birds seen, but it was in
the very high thousands. One
reason for the great numbers is
the many winter sea birds and
waterfowl. Almost unbelievable,
but we were in the company of
renowned ornithlogists, among
them the late Ludlow Griscom,
from the Museum of Com
parative Zoology at Harvard —
so there were no incorrect
identifications in that group.
Lest I be considered facetious,
I want to say that the Christmas
Census is an important con
tribution to the ever-increasing
data being compiled in the field
of ornithology. The information
provides invaluable material to
those studying bird migration,
length of life, the effect of en
vironmental changes on birds’

proper person. Wonder what
scientific conclusion any or
nithological student drew from
that report?
Our second Christmas census
was on Cape Cod. Winters there
are mild. The appointed day
dawned
clear and sparkling
bright. We had an assignment in
the town of Chatham which
included a residential area, a salt
marsh and a portion of the outer
beach. Our first stop was at a
heavy
growth
of bayberry
bushes. Myrtle warblers were
known to winter there. The only
difficulty was that the sole access
to the bayberry stand was
through the backyard of a little
Cape Cod cottage. We (Dan and
I)
were a bit reluctant to
trespass, particularly at 6 a.m.,
but our leader assured us that “a
bird watcher lived there and
would understand.” So on we
went — several in the group
making the “pssh, pssh, pssh”
sound all those in the know use to
call out the hires. And sure

Handmade
hunting and
camping knives

29 Portland St.
Yarmouth, Me. 04096
207-846-3385

The
Bird
Nest

By Margery Hall Johnson.

habits, to mention a few. So — if
you do have the interest and the
time, join a bird counting group.
You’ll
have
an
exhilarating
experience
and
meet some
fascinating people.
Last year in Maine, 70 dif
ferent species were recorded.
Birds one might hope, and like to
see, during a Christmas Census,
in this state, include Eagles,
Arctic
3-toed
woodpecker,
Barrow’s
Goldeneye,
King
Eiders, Owls, Harlequin Ducks,
thrushes,
as
well
as
the
traditional feeder visitors.

*♦♦

The second fun experience
available in December is to
browse book stores. They are
filled with new titles for holiday
giving. I did just that last week
and would like to share some
finds with you.
The Audubon Society’s Field
Guide
to
North
American
Wildflowers
(Eastern
region)
published by Knopf, is filled with
superb photographs — a perfect
companion to the society’s Field
Guide to North American Birds
(Eastern Region) The Heritage
of our Maine Wildflowers, by
Judith Johnston, published by
Courier of Maine Books, is filled
with delightful drawings and
legends. For the walkers among
our readers — 2 paperbacks,
Walking the Maine Coast by
John
Gibson,
Down
East
publisher, and 50 hikes in Maine,
also by Gibson, put out by the
New
Hampshire
Publishing

Company in Somersworth. For
x-country skiers, 25 ski tours in
Maine by Beiser, published in
Somersworth by New Hamp
shire
Publishing
Company.
Lakes of Maine, a compilation of
Fact and Legend by Daphne
Merrill, is published by Courier
gazette in Rockland. A guide to
Nature in Winter by Stokes, c
1976, published by Little Brown,
is an older book, but most in
triguing.

A new edition of a book by the
noted ornithologist Olin Sewall
Pettingill, who lives in Maine
entitled A Guide to Bird Finding
East of the Mississippi is super.
A year with New England
Birds, sub-titled, guide to 25
Field Trips by Sandy Mallett,
lists places to go from Block
Island, in Rhode Island, to
Quechee Gorge in Vermont, Bear
Mt. in Connecticut, Isle of Shoals
off the coast of New Hampshire
and includes Baxter State Park
in Maine.
Hope I have whetted your
appetite to go browsing on your
own and come up with some
appealing titles your family wil
enjoy.

Margery H. Johnson
15 Colonial Village
Falmouth, Maine 04105

WINTER IS
UPON US!
Cold weather’s
here! Your
z
feathered friends
will really ,ove/V/
the food and
energy they
get from your
MAINE MANNA. Hang
one or two of these—
the complete suet and
bird feed — from nearby
branches. Watch
the fun — make permanent
bird friends. Order now
for Christmas gifts.
$2.75 postpaid; 2 for $5.30;
3 for $7.50; 6 for $12.00

MAINE MANNA, INC.
Box 277S,
Gorham, Me. 04038
(Maine residents add 5%
sales tax)

Everything For The
Outdoorsman

Sporting Goods
and Sportswear
223 Main Street
Norway, Maine
(207) 743-6602

Guns Bought, Sold
Traded.
Black Powder, Firearms
and Supplies
Pendleton, Woolrich, Maine Guide
Bass Footwear
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The Long, Green, Mean One
What’s long, green, mean and
attacks with reckless abandon?
No, it’s not a spoiled submarine
sandwich; it’s our own eastern
chain pickerel — Esox niger.
Now, December is considered
a between month by many Maine
sportsmen. They are still
recuperating from the rigors of
the deer season and are looking
forward with anticipation to ice
fishing that will open later in the
winter for the sought after cold
water game fish species. My
advice to you is don’t wait. Test
out your techniques and tackle
on “ole chainsides.” I freely
admit that I relish my many
winter sojourns to Moosehead
Lake in search of those hookedbilled beauties of the trout and
salmon families. Yet I have just
as much pleasure and more
action going to a nearby pickerel
pond, soaking a minnow in four
feet of water and sprinting from
trap to trap in answer to the
flying red flags.
The piscivorous (fish eating)
pickerel is an underrated, un
derharvested species in Maine. It
should not be treated as many
sportsmen treat it, a second class
denizen of Maine waters. True,
they do not tailwalk as a salmon
will or lunge repeatedly with
rod-cracking force like a bass,

Maine
Wildlife
By
Ken Smith

77/X

IT

/

central character include jack,
grass pike, grass pickerel, and
eastern pike.
With their long, cylindrical
bodies pickerel resemble a mini
torpedo. They have a distinctive
duck-billed shaped head filled
with fang-like teeth, a small
dorsal fin, and a large, strong,
deeply-forked tail. Scalation of
the pickerel is responsible for
their nickname “chainsides.”
Viewed from the side they ap
pear to have been assembled
with a series of green bricks,
mortered with yellow cement.
Characteristically the back is a
rich dark green and the belly is
creamy white. This whole color

but they do have a class and style
which is theirs alone, and they
fill the early winter void for
many Waltonians.
The pike family, Esocidae,
includes pickerel and its
heavyweight cousins, the pike
and muskellunge. These three
families have a total of twelve
separate species. Structurally
this group is quite similar to
trout and salmon. Pickerel are
widely distributed throughout
Europe and Asia and in North
America from the St. Laouth to
the Gulf Coast. In spite of their
widespread distribution they are
still considered a New England
fish. Some local names for our

SNOWSHOES
for the entire family from

TITCOMB’S GENERAL STORE

effect is perfect camouflage for
their aquatic habitat. From
above and to the side they meld
with the surroundings. From
below they blend with the sky.
Pickerel are solitary, rarely
schooling up. Observe these lone
predators stalking a meal,
sometimes
completely
motionless,
now moving
deliberately through a weed bed
in search of smaller fish to
pounce upon, utilizing lightning
speed.
You will seldom find many
jacks in a given section or body of
water. They tend to space
themselves out in an area
providing us a valuable ecological
service by controlling warm
water fish populations.
Chainsides is one of the
earliest spring spawners in
Maine. In late April or early
May, they will locate suitable
shallow water areas one to three
feet deep in marshy areas or in
the backwaters of lakes or ponds.
Up to three males may attend
the female during this ritual. I
have observed pickerel spawning
and they create quite a ruckus
splashing and diving. No nest is
constructed and the 10 to 30
thousand eggs she lays are
simply scattered over the aquatic
herbage. Some stick to plants

while others settle into the
organic bottom ooze. If water
temperatures or levels don’t
fluctuate, the young fry will
hatch in several weeks and begin
to feed at once. Pickerel mature
sexually at three years of age
and 12 inches in length. If feed is
abundant some may breed at age
two due to more rapid growth
and maturation.

Hybridization between two
species of pickerel (i.e. grass and
chain) does occur in some areas
but, since the grass is not in
digenous to Maine, there are
obviously no hybrids here.
All pickerel have the appetite
of a healthy 15-year-old boy.
Born hungry, they remain in that
state till they are recycled. Food
for the young consists of fry and
plankton. Adults will consume
any living thing they can wolf
down including birds, am
phibians, reptiles, rodents and
each other, but they prefer a
rough fish diet including min
nows, suckers, perch and sun
fish. Bass and pickerel seem to
be natural adversaries and, in a
one on one confrontation, a bass
typically takes the measure of a
pickerel by diving under its belly

Continued on next page

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR
for
BLACK POWDER
TAC-1 RIFLES
WICKLIFF RIFLES
EUROARMS
BUSHNELL SCOPES
FORSTER PRODUCTS

serving Maine Sportsmen for 30 years
FABER BRAND SNOWSHOES
Handcrafted in Canada from selected ash and full-grain leather.
Biggest selection, Lowest prices in Maine
Ail prices include $11.00 binding
Money Back Guarantee-Same Day Shipment
DEALER INQUIRIES ENCOURAGED

9” x 29”
10”x33”
11"x36"
12"x42”
14"x42”
12”x42"

KidsSm.
Kids Med.
KidsLg.
Small
Med.
H.D. Sm.

$36.95
$39.95
$42.95
$46.95
$50.95
$50.95

_______ No.378
_______ No. 37A
_______ No. 38
_______ No. 39

14”x42"
12”x48"
14”x48”
16”x48"

H.D. Med.
H.D. Lg.
H.D.XLg.
H.D.XIg.

$57.95
$53.95
$5795
$62 95

______*2

10"x46"
10"x56"
10”x60"
12”x60"

Med.
Lg.
XLg.
XXLg.

$55.95
$60.95
$63.95

12” x 26”
14”x30”

H.D.

$43.95
$57.95

Kids or Ladies
Mens

Tr*'>.

$10.95

Prices subject to change without notice.

_______ H3
_______ F3
_______ Mini

$11.95
$12.95
$ 1.00

Marine Center ->

Card Number_______________________ Exp. Date I

I

’

|

Off 1-95, Newport
|
|

I

Name________________________________________ |

I

Address______________________________________ |
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I
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I
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CT.

I

I
• MINI

$18.95
$22.95
$13.95
$ 9.95
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!

|
$50.95
$52.95

_______ A3
_______ B3
_______ H2

Please add $3.00 per order,freight—Special
Handling
Maine Residents 5% Tax
□ Check or MoneyOrder Included
□ VISA □ Master Charge
___________________________________________ I

I

• GREEN MOUNTAIN MOD. BEAR PAW
11”x30”
10”x36”

207-377-8277

All have curved toeexcept No.34 Bear Paw

|

_______ No. 34B
________NO.34A

Route 202, Box 331, Winthrop, Maine 04364

•

$69.95

• BEAR PAW
------------ No. 34
-------------No. 33

D.L. FLEURY’S SPORTING GOODS, INC.

J

• ALASKAN TRAIL SHOE

58
56
57
9

Dealers Check for Prices

• HARNESSES

• MAINE CONVENTIONAL SNOWSHOE

______ No. 1
______ No. 2
______ No. 3
______ No. 4
_______ No. 5
_______ No. 37

No.
No.
No.
.No.

CAMILLUS KNIVES
WESTERN KNIVES
Roy Baker Custom Leather
CHACE LEATHER
MARBLES ARMS
PLUS OTHERS

I

JOHNSON OUTBOARDS
• Starcraft
• Smokercraft

• Browning

• Lockley Sailboats
• White & Indian
• Brand Canoes

• Remington

• Winchester

• Smith & Wesson
• Ruger

Telephone----------------------------------------------------------- j

I

TITCOMB'S GENERAL STORE

!

I

ABBOT VILLAGE, MAINE 04406

|

L____ ———.i

Firearms, Boating & Camping
Supplies for Everyone
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The Long, Green, Mean One
Continued from previous page
and raking with its spiney dorsal
fin.
In the wild these green torpedos can live to a maximum of 9
years, but at age six they are
considered to be old. Here are
approximate
sizes
for nor
theastern pickerel at various
ages: age 3, 13”; 4, 16”; 5, 18”; 6,
25”.
This fish species is susceptible
to any change in its environment
and will disappear from a body of
water should any of the following
measurements
vary to any
extent: temperature — summer
maximum 95°F; pH
—
6-9
(prefer alkaline not acid water);
oxygen — minimum, 3 parts per
million; carbon dioxide — not
over 40 parts per million; bottom
requirements — usually mud;
cover requirements — numerous
weed beds, stumps, some un
derwater rubble.
Numerous parasites infest the
jack: externally, black spot and
“ich” (small white swellings on
the body and fins); internally,
tape and round worms. If your
fish is thoroughly cleaned and
scaled and properly cooked, this
eliminates any health hazard to
man.
The U.S. record for eastern
chain pickerel as near as I can
determine is somewhat over 31”
and 10 pounds. Now talking size
and telling fish stories can get a
person in trouble, but here goes
anyway. As a youngster I boated
a 30” pickerel from a lake in
southern Maine and I have the
faded photo to document the fish
if not the story. Fishing from a
homemade flat-bottomed scow I
hooked, while casting with a
scruffy Dardevle, what I knew
had to be a lunker. After playing
the fish for 10 minutes I was able
to derrick it to the punt. This
giant pickerel gave one last
shake of its barracuda-like head
and
disgourged
the
spoon.
Exhausted by its struggle it
began to fin slowly away. Not
having a net and in a state of
near panic I grabbed an oar and
swung it at my departing trophy.
In my haste I missed cleanly but
when the oar struck the water it
deflected on an angle striking the
green monster behind the head
and knocked him out. To my
dismay the fish sank slowly to
the sandy bottom and lay on its
side. I bailed out over the side,
dove down six feet, grabbed the
fish
and
quickly
surfaced,
heaving old mean mouth into the
punt. At the time I was without a
doubt
the happiest kid
in

MEL'S
SPORTS
WE’VE GOT IT ALL!
• Guns
• Hunting Equipment
• Fishing
Equipment 8
Tackle
• Archery Equipment
• Pioneer Chain
Saws
Parts, & Service
• Coleman
Equipment,
Sales & Service
• Camping Equipment

COME SEE US FOR
THE BEST IN
CHRISTMAS VALUES

America. How many of you
reading this learned to fish and
permanently
scarred
your
knuckles on the pickerel?
We in Maine have nine fish to
shoot for to join “The One That
Didn’t Get Away Club.” The
pickerel probably gives us the
best opportunity. A four pounder
will do the job. In Maine we
certainly have many over 24” in
length and up to 8 pounds in
weight.
Since pickerel are not fussy
eaters, bait, either live or ar
tificial, is no problem. You can
ice fish with jigs or tip-ups baited
with minnows in a little as two
feet of water. In warm weather
live bait, including frogs and
minnows, is premier bait from
chainsides.
Plugs,
spoons,
streamers and spinners all work
well. It’s also best to use a 6”
wire leader so the fish do not saw
through your line. As with many
youngsters I was brought up on
pickerel. My grandfather taught

me how to “skitter” which in
volves hooking a thin slice of salt
pork or perch belly to hook, then
tying it along with a 25’ piece of
casting line to a long bamboo
pole. You fling out your bait and
quickly work it back over the
surface using a series of jerky
motions. For exercise it sure
beats jogging, but it’s a lost art
today.

chains are already established.
The muskie would be consumed
before
it
ever
became
established
as
a
breeding

population.
Some sportsmen say pickerel
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Pickerel eat best when caught
through the ice. I always take my
fry pan and a few strips of bacon
along with my standard ice
fishing gear. After cleaning,
scale the fish. Fillet to get rid of
as many bones as possible. Score
the fillets every V2”. Fry in bacon

S0LV-Z68 (ZOZ) Pl
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grease over a hot fire until
golden brown. It has an excellent
flavor.
If you have
porting the
muskies
into
remember that
lakes, unless

considered sup
introduction
of
Maine waters
in all ponds and
reclaimed, food

B&L ARCHERY
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RFD #2 Cummings Rd.
So. Portland, ME
Tel. 773-6027
1 Mile From Maine Mall

Mon.-Fri. 5 p.m.-10 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
WITH OVER 10 YRS. SUCCESSFUL
BOWHUNTING EXPERIENCE TO ASSIST
THE HUNTING ARCHER
Jennings Full Service Dealer
Custom Aluminum & Cedar Hunting Arrows
With Vanes or Feathers
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Mr. and Mrs. Consumer:
We would like to give you a few of the many rea
sons to shop the great family store in your neighborhood
- THE AG STORE - where the owner has your needs
and at competitive prices too!
— AG Stores feature weekly specials.

— AG Stores feature nationally advertized brands
along with our Shur-fine and Maine Candy Kitchen labels.

— Your local AG Store is just around the corner.
With these days of gasoline shortages, we all know how
imporant that is.
— Most of all, AG Stores are large enough to ser
vice all your needs, yet small enough to remain court
eous and friendly.

Were right acron
from LL. Bean

124 Main St
Freeport, Me. 04032
(2£7) 865-3277

give up after the first savage
strike, but I disagree. They are
scrappers and fill a large win
tertime void for many Maine
anglers. Let’s hoist a cold one
and toast the long, green, mean
one.

Tel: (207)-582-6500
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Winter Use of Baxter State Park
Wanderlust
Cloe Catlett
North Leeds, Maine 04263

Mt. Katahdinin Winter. (Photo by Joe Bergin)

Baxter Park’s winter season,
open December 1 to April 1,
offers diverse activities to people
who want a winter adventure.
More and more people are
beginning to take advantage of
the
Park
in
winter
for
snowshoeing,
cross-country
skiing, camping, ice climbing,

and alpine skiing above tim
berline. The Park may be open
this winter for snowmobiling
also. The question is under
discussion at present, and a
decision will be announced before
December 1.
Due to the remoteness of the
Park’s interior and arctic con-

MERL"SI»»"
DUNHAM jnc.
We’ll Drill any type of WELL
CERT1FIED BY

• ROTARY DRILLING
• STATEWIDE SERVICE
• GRAVEL PACKED
SCREEN WELLS

ditions
surrounding
Mount
Katahdin, the Baxter State Park
Authority has developed rules
and guidelines to assist trip
planning, promote personal and
trip safety, and protect the
Authority and its staff from
unnecessary search and rescue
efforts.
Different regulations
apply, depending on the type of
trip planned. There are four
basic types of trips.
DAY-USE of the Park for
snowshoeing and cross-country
skiing is permitted for anyone.
The only requirement is that day
users check in and out, either by
phone or in person, at the Togue
Pond
Gate,
the Matagamon
Gate, or Park Headquarters in
Millinocket. There is no day-use
charge. The Park Authority
recommends
the
following
essentials: skis or snowshoes
with
appropriate
repair

materials, proper clothing, spare
ski tip, sunglasses, first aid kit,
matches in waterproof container,
and extra emergency food.
For
more
than
day-use,
permission must be obtained
from the Park Director in ad
vance. To do this, write to the
Baxter Park Office, 64 Balsam
Drive, Millinocket, 04462, or call
723-5140 and ask for the winter
regulations
and
registration
papers. Submit applications and
fees at least two weeks prior to
the planned trip, preferably four
weeks.
Trips fall into three categories,
all requiring a minimum of four
adults. In addition, each trip has
its own individual requirements.

WINTER CAMPING below
timberline is the first step up
from day use. A statement of
experience and written trip plan
are required. The group leader

MAINE’S NEWEST ORVIS DEALER!
FLIES • FLY TYING MATERIALS

BOB LEEMAN’S
TROUT SHOP
807 Wilson Street
Brewer, Maine 04412

PUMPS SALES & SERVICE

water well

FREE CATALOG

• FHA & BANK
FINANCING

HARDY REELS • FENWICK RODS

WE ALSO SERVICE

FAULTY WEH.S

DAY FUR COMPANY

285-3306

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

If no answer 285-7758

MERL G. DUNHAM, INC.
MORRISON AVENUE
E. CORINTH
DOVER-FOXCROFT
564-2398 WEEKENDS

Liz
H/g
L*®

Raw furs and deer skins bought
Trappers Supplies
Hawbakers Baits and Lures in Stock
Deer Skin Gloves, Moccasins
Outdoor Supplies Sold
495-3840 495-2078 495-2205

must have winter camping and
leadership experience. Minimum
equipment required is a pack,
snowshoes or rkis with complete
repair material, spare ski tip,
insulated boots, winter sleeping
bag rated to -40° F in waterproof
bag,
foam
insulated
mat,
sunglasses, medical kit, matches
in waterproof container, one axe
or saw per party, enough food for
two days beyond planned trip,
and clothing adequate for ex
treme winter conditions below
timberline.
I will also suggest taking
several changes of mittens and
socks,
an
extra wool
hat,
waterproof ski pants, down
mitts, appropriate maps and
compass. Make sure in advance
that your cooking stove functions
well in winter. A few things
function best when warm and
should be worn “close to your
heart”: matches, cricket lighters,
and flashlight.

TECHNICAL CLIMBING and
ALPINE SKIING are the third
and fourth categories of winter
activity, with regulations more
stringent than those for day-use
and
winter camping
below
timberline. In view of the danger
involved in these activities, proof
of expertise is required, and all
party members must complete
health
statements and
cer
tificates of training and ex
perience. The party must make
arrangements in advance with a
mountain rescue team to act as
backup for assistance in case of
emergency. More equipment is
required for these two types of
trip.

PARK ACCESS IN WINTER.
The Park Perimeter Road is not
plowed in winter, nor is the
Togue Pond Gate access road.
The access road to Togue Pond is
unplowed from Millinocket Lake,
about
a
10
mile
stretch.
Snowmobile service to the gate

Continued on next page

CALL OF THE WILD Taxidermy Studio
Natural and Life-Like
GAME HEADS
FULL MOUNTS
FISH — BIRDS
RUGS
State and Federal Taxidermy License

Professionally Trained
Quality Work

Visitors Welcome
My Work Is On Display
Open Mon. thru Sat. 1-9 P.M.

or by appointment

Westridge Road, Cornville, Maine — Tel. 474-5593
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Winter Use of Baxter State Park
Continued from previous page
can be arranged at Millinocket
Lake, but an easier solution is to
drive the Greenville-Millinocket
Road west to Abol Bridge on the
West Branch of the Penobscot
River. Here, across the road
from Abol Bridge Store, you will
find a wide unplowed road, a
former entrance to Baxter Park.
A ski or snowshoe walk of IV2
miles northeast on this road
brings you to Abol Beach and the
Park Perimeter Road.
The northern access road from
Patten to the Matagamon Gate is
plowed as far as the Matagamon
Store, .2 mile from the gate.
The Harrington Lake Tote
Road from Greenville to the
Nesowadnehunk Gate at the
western edge of the park is
plowed to within a few miles of
the gate. You can park where the
plow'stops and ski to the gate.
This is the only western entrance
feasible.

TRIP

SUGGESTIONS.

Various winter camping trips can
be planned, according to how
many nights you want to camp.
You can stay in any of the
campgrounds; tenting is $3 per
person per night, lean-tos are $3
per
person
per
night,
and
bunkhouses are $4 per person
per night. Trail routes can be
worked into the network of
campgrounds, including South
Branch Pond, Russell Pond,
Roaring
Brook,
Abol
(no
bunkhouse
open),
Katahdin
Stream, and Nesowadnehunk (no
bunkhouse). In addition, one
cabin at Daicey Pond will be open
for reservation at $7 per person
per night. The cabin is large with
two bedrooms and
a good
chimney.
For a more luxurious trip,
Katahdin Lake Camps are open
all winter with warm cabins and
hearty meals served. These
cabins are not part of Baxter
State Park, although they are

reached via the Roaring Brook
Road from Avalanche Field in
the Park. The trail to Katahdin
Lake Camps runs east out of the
Park boundary about two miles.
For information, write far in
advance
to
Katahdin
Lake
Camps, Millinocket 04462.

For a very ambitious trip you
can spend three or more days
skiing
the
50-mile
Park
Perimeter Road. Transportation,
however, can present a problem.
Scotty’s Flying Service in Shin
Pond runs through the winter
and could assist trip logistics.
Day trips can be taken by
entering any of the three gates.
By entering the Matagamon Gate
at the north end of the Park, you
can ski a 6 to 20 mile loop using
the Perimeter Road and various
trails, visiting Littlefield Pond,
Billfish Pond, the Fowler Ponds,
and/or South Branch Ponds.
From Matagamon Gate along
Trout
Brook,
or
from
Matagamon
to
Second
Matagamon Lake also make good
day trips.
At the southern end, you can
make day trips of 2 to 25 miles,
entering the Park from Togue
Pond Gate or from Abol Bridge.
Suggested trips are to Avalanche
Field, Abol Campground and
Abol Falls, Foss and Knowlton
Pond, and the Appalachian Trail.
For some short trips from Abol
Bridge, take the bull-dozed fire
roads into the Park’s southern
margin.
At the western end of the
Park, you can drive as far as the
Harrington Lake Tote Road is
plowed. Ski the last few miles to
the Nesowadnehunk Gate, and a
nice 10-mile round trip follows
the Perimeter Road north to
Nesowadnehunk Lake, takes the
Center Mountain Trail east,
curves clockwise around Center
Mountain, and returns south
west
to
Nesowadnehunk
Campground.
For day-use, the only rule is to

MIKE MEAGHER
GUNS—GUNS

Abol Bridge entrance offers
quickest access to the most
places.

check in and out, by phone or in
person, at a gate or in Park
Headquarters. For overnight,
camping is permitted only in
designated
campgrounds and
campsites approved in advance
when reservations are made. A
Park official inspects equipment
and supplies prior to the start of
the trip. If all requirements are
not met, the party will not be
allowed
to start
until
the
discrepancy has been corrected.
It is the trip leader’s respon
sibility to arrange for this in
spection at the Park entrance.
All parties must be on the trail
by noon to enable them to reach
their destination before dark.

Quiet
is quietest,
fresh
is
freshest, cold is coldest, and
freedom is most free in winter.
Many
of our
instincts
are
heightened by winter. On a
snowy trail, a Reese’s Peanut
butter Cup tastes its finest, and a
thermos of coffee is as valuable
as petroleum.

Mount Katahdin in winter is a
breathtaking sight, as are falls
frozen in action to glacial blue
ice. The sky can be its bluest (or
its whitest) on a winter day, and
the sun’s rays can shine pure
gold. We are always most aware
in winter of the many animals
that have crossed our paths.

Winter is a time of year to
enjoy being outdoors.

WHITE FAWN TRADING POST
Now located at Twin Town Rendering Co.
741 Broad St., New Auburn, Maine
Tel. 783-1604

This
brief summary
has
highlighted
some
of
the
regulations for winter use of
Baxter Park, and has made some
suggestions for day trips and
camping trips. If you avoid the
Park in summer because of the
hordes of people, then you may
want to try a winter visit. Day
trips are a good way to begin;

Buyers of
DEERSKINS — COWHIDES
RAW FURS
DEERSKIN GLOVES
TRAPPING SUPPLIES

STATE OF MAINE
1 INCH

DETAILED - ACCURATE - SCALE: 3 MILES

COUNTY MAPS
Are Indispensable to

Guides-Campers-Canoeists-Tourists-Fishermen-Hunters-Salesmen
Have you ever wasted hours of a great fishing morning looking for an
old tote road that leads into a special trout pond? We have, and we
decided to do something about It.
We discovered maps for each county in the state that show abandoned roads, new roads, ponds and streams. These maps are
made by Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Inc. of Bangor. We talked to Mr.
George Carlisle, president of the firm and asked him how these maps
came into being.

Prentiss and Carlisle has been in timber management since the Civil
War. Mr. Prentiss began it with his own property. With his retirement,
he passed the business on to his family. In 1924, the Prentiss family got
together with the Carlisles and the firm was incorporated.

As the firm’s operations expanded over the state, it became
necessary to record reports of the different land areas that detailed the
wilds more completely than road maps. As a result, Prentiss and
Carlisle found themselves in the map business as a by-product of
timber management. They take great care to up-date the maps regularly.
By special arrangement with Prentiss and Carlisle, we are able to
offer you a choice of these maps. It pleases us to be able to share this
discovery with you, and think you*ll find these maps as useful as we do.
—The Publishers.

Old Brunswick Rd.
Richmond

737-2637

ANDROSCOGGIN - KENNEBEC - SAGADAHOC - LINCOLN (One Plen)...................... $2.00

AROOSTOOK NorthernPart

...........

CUMBERLAND-YORK (OnePlan)

RAW FURS

OXFORD

....................................

FRANKLIN...............................

$1.75

KNOX.........................................................

$1.50

..$1.75
$1.50

COMPLETE SET - FLAT

i

Paying Top Market Prices
for Skinned or Unskinned
Furs

AROOSTOOK Southern Part ...........

$1.75

PISCATAQUIS................................................. $2.00
____________________

MOOSEHEAD LAKE

PENOBSCOT

............................

WASHINGTON

..........................

$2.00

MOUNTING..... ....................$13.00
$2.00

NOTE: These plana mounted together will give a State Map approx. 6* x 8'6*

MAINE RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX

Enclosed is $......... plus .50 postage and handling for:
QUAN.

MAP

Will Travel or Pay Postage
Send to:

BRUCE GOULD

NAME ..................................................... .......................... ............................

AND COMPANY
PLYMOUTH, MAINE 04969

ADDRESS .......................................................................................................

......... .....................................

ZIP......................... ........................

Call: 257-4520
Bob King — 257-2830

$2.00

SOMERSET....................................................... $2.00

Large or Small Lots

Traps and Trapping Supplies
at Discount Prices

.$1.50

$2.00

HANCOCK....................................................... $2.00

WALDO

WANTED

....

Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
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Bangor Area Rabbit Hotspots
December must be considered
an off season for most sport
smen. A time for gun clean-up
and storage and readying for ice
fishing, snowmobiling when the
snow and cold arrives, and a
final, cold fling at waterfowling.
There is some great sport to be
enjoyed in the “off month”
hunting for rabbits, but only a
few seem to take part. The guys
with the friendly little beagle
hounds know
all
about it.
They’ve
been
waiting
for
December all year.
I find the early part of the
month to be the best hunting for

Bangor Area
Bob Leeman
807 Wilson Street
Brewer

the varying hare — with or
without a dog. The bunnies are
almost pure white, and if there is
no snow, are fairly easily
spotted. It’s also an excellent
opportunity to take a young
fellow hunting with a light .22
rifle. If you haven’t tried it
yourself, you’re really missing
some great sport.
The varying hare, like any
other animal, seeks good cover
and food to thrive. Being strictly
a vegetarian, the hares relish
grasses, clover, sprouts and
buds, that means their natural
foods and scrubby cover is found
in the lowlands. You won’t find
many of them on the ridges. I
find the flatlaniareas around old
farmlands to be the best. Often
those old woodcock covers are
attractive to rabbits as well.
Around the Bangor area, I’ve

found the top spots for hunting
the little swifties to be in Her
mon and Hampden. Bradford
too, is good.
You can see a mile in the
December woods. The leaves
have long since faded and the
once green jungle has flattened.
You’d think there are hardly any
hiding spots left for the rabbits,
but they seem to manage to

I Buy
Fur, deerskin and cattle hides
My own chunk fox and coyote bait
ready Oct. 1 (Not Mailable)
Deerskin gloves to sell and trade.

Victor traps and trapping supplies at
discount prices
WALTER BEAN
THELMA BEAN
8 Spring St., East Millinocket 04430
Tel. 746-3746

Fisheries biologist Fred Kircheis weighs a sunapee
trout from Floods Pond. November is a busy month
for biologists. (Bob Leeman photo)
disappear in a hurry.
Bobcat
hunting begins

in

December and those with good
cat hounds will be looking for
that two-inch powder tracking
snow. Bobcats have shown a
definite decline over the past few
seasons statewide. Most believe
the reason to be the exploding
coyote population.
If we get some early cold

A lunch break is taken by fisheries biologists Rick
Jordan and Ron Brokaw on the shore of the Union
River in Aurora, now fish for fun water. (Bob Leeman
photo)

QUALITY
WORK

PROFESSIONAL
WORK

ol’maskface’s winter coat. The
real sports took only the mature
’coons. That’s one activity that
selection is possible. Trapping, of
course, is not. On one particular
Saturday in November, furbuyer
Mark Mowatt took in 1,000
raccoons. The average payout
was $21 each. Those that escaped
the onslaught will have denned
for winter by now.

even considering that, most are
looking for an increase in the
deer harvest in this area. We’ll
have to wait and see.
Trappers fattened their purses
on wild furs they garnered this
fall. Most pelts averaged at least
20°/o higher over last year’s
figures. Owners of good ’coon
dogs reaped a harvest. Some
picked up a grand or better from

RT. 32
SOUTH CHIN/*
MAINE 04989

weather to freeze-up the shallow
pickerel ponds, ice fishing will be
underway.
Usually
by mid
December, Pushaw and Hermon
Ponds are the first to provide the
first tip-up action. By the end of
the month, depending on con
ditions, these two sites are busy
locations for both pickerel and
perch.
Upland hunters this past fall
had some of the best grouse
shooting in years. They noted,
however, another decline in
woodcock. Robin flocks appeared
to be down. There could be a
relation there. Pheasants were
down, but that was expected
with a sharply reduced stocking
program.
A number of upland hunters
told me of sighting up to 20 or
more partridge a day during
hunts in good cover. I too, had
the
same experience;
often
without a
dog,
and
that’s
unusual.
Maine has taken another step
closer to having its first trophy
fishing water. A recent Advisory
Council vote of 3 to 2 favored a
two-mile stretch of “fish for fun”
water
along Aurora’s
West
Branch of the Union River. The

proposed area with a NO FISH
will begin at the head of
Tannery Loop Falls and run
upriver to the mouth of Dutton
Brook. Instrumental in helping
this proposal along were Dennis
Smith and Bob Hinckley of
Southwest Harbor and The
Sunkhaze Stream Chapter of
Trout Unlimited. The TU group
may also assist The Fish &
Wildlife Dept, in posting and
policing the trial secton of trout
water if it becomes law. It’s
doubtful
that Commissioner
Manuel would file the proposal
against the vote of his council. I
would hope he didn’t.
Duck hunters had good early
season shooting on wood ducks,
but found
blacks off again
slightly. Ducks moved to the
coast before normal and that
action continued excellent as we
write this in November.

Starks 04911
Tel. 696-5789

A Hunter’s Choice
A New
Gun Cabinet

LIMIT

The second “residents only”
Saturday deer hunting season
opener was a washout with
torrential rains all day long. But,

Prices Range From
$174.95 to $599.95
6 to 10 Gun — Many choices of Wood and
finishes to include burn in design on doors as
illustrated.

ROLLINS’
FURNITURE

Hours: Mon. - Wed.
Thurs. & Frl.
Saturday
Closed Sundays

9-5
9-9
9-6

Litchfield Road, Hallowell 622-1879
Turn onto Winthrop St. in Hallowell,
then left onto Middle St.
Middle St. changes Into Litchfield Rd.
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Hunter’s Luck at the Sands
At the time, I had a black
Labrador retriever named
Woodie. He was precocious at 10
months and we were duck
hunting the Kennebec River at
the Sands.
I couldn’t get moving that
morning and it was full daylight
before we arrived at the river. It
didn’t seem important. It looked
like one of those days when
ducks would keep moving; grey
and windy, a real November day.
The dog and I were alone and
with the wind and heavy current
it was hard putting out two
dozen black duck decoys, plus
the two strings of whistlers I had
brought. At last, it was done and
I ran the boat back up river and
stashed it out of sight. Then the
dog and I walked back down, the
dog bounding happily along the
hard-packed sand.
There is more than four feet of
tide in the Kennebec at the
Sands, which is a long and
narrow island. I had put the
decoys out in the main part of the
river. Tide was about dead low
and the inshore side of the island
was reduced to mud flat and
puddles.

Spring flooding shaves the
lower side of the Sands to a
point. Finally it becomes only as
wide as a plank, with trees and
brush growing to the very tip,
but rising about three feet above
the river at normal high tide. I
decided to hunker against this
bank. As long as I held still, and
kept my face down, the drabness

of my clothing would conceal me
against the dark bank until any
ducks were well within gunshot
range.
Woody was still frolicking,
happy to be out, comfortable in
the cold, and not really sure what
duck hunting was all about. He
had climbed on top of the island.
I called him over to me and made
him lie down just above where I
crouched. He was young, but
very eager to please and had
learned to lie and stay like a
rock.
I looked the decoys over and
was pleased. For once I had
managed to get them far enough
apart so that no two bumped. I
looked at the sky and up and
down the river. There were no
ducks. I turned to look at the
dog.
He had gone rigid and was
quivering. I had seen that many
times before with dogs and knew
what it meant. I followed his
eyes out across the in-shore mud
flat and saw a deer coming
across, headed straight for the
tip of the island.
I grabbed the dog by the collar
and pulled him down beside me. I
looked back over the top of the
island and saw the deer slowly
picking his way along through
the slippery marine clay. His
course seemed destined to bring
him straight to me. I ducked
down again, pointed a finger at
the dog and mouthed the word
“Stay!” as emphatically as
possible without actually making
the sound.

BENCH sFIELD'
Weight control
High energy,

for various age and
activities of a dog’s
life

stamina

Feed up to
20% less
Excellent
coats
Less clean-up

Completely
balanced needs no
supplementing

Non-swelling

By Harry Vanderweide, Editor
The water was cooling the
deer quickly and already he was
growing stiff. A young buck. I
field dressed him with my
jackknife. The lungs were
shredded and the heart had fifty
or so wounds. Later, when I
would butcher the deer, I would
find some of the pellets had gone
completely through the deer. I
would also find out why he was
crossing a mud flat in midmorning. A barely expanded
bullet was lodged between his
skin and his hock bone. My
theory is that someone had shot
at him from a great distance
earlier in the morning and he was
looking for a place to hide away
from hunters.
There were many lessons in
the shooting of that deer. One is
that you should always carry
slugs or buckshot when
waterfowling during deer
season. Three years before a
large doe swam across the river

in front of me, out of range for
bird shot, but an easy kill for a
slug load.
Another is the power of a
shotgun at close range. I paced
off the distance from where I
stood to where the deer stood
when I shot him. It was 23 steps.
Finally, I marvelled at the
toughness of a deer. I can’t
imagine a lesser animal moving
after taking such a heavy hit at
close range, yet my deer
managed to bound twice and
then swim a short distance.

I don’t recommend shooting at
deer with bird shot, even sixes or
fours designed for ducks. Had
the deer I shot been beyond 25
yards, or had there been heavy
cover between us, I would have
let him go and cursed my
stupidity for not bringing deer
loads.

It was all luck that day, and for
once everything went my way.

What was the dog doing
during all this? I can’t say. I was
totally absorbed by the shooting.
But now the deer was dead,
Woodie was beside me. He
looked up, a puzzled expression
on his face.

BENEFITS

FEATURES

Pine Tree Rambler

I hadn’t. The deer swam
strongly for a short time and
then stopped, his head dropping
below the water. He floated
among the decoys perhaps 35
yards from where I stood.

The Choice of Professionals
For Over Thirty Years

Four protein levels

I waited motionless for what
seemed a long time. It is odd
what you don’t think about in
such situations. I never worried
that the dog would move. I never
thought about the fact I had no
buck shot or slug loads. Instead,
I wondered what I would do if
the deer jumped over the top of
the Island and landed on me.
That, finally, seemed unlikely,
so I weighed the options. One
possibility was that he would
turn upriver. He wouldn’t have
to go very far before the angle of
the island would conceal him
from me. Another possibility was
that he would go down river to
come around the end of the point.
Then he would end up just a few
yards away from me. I had little
doubt about the ability of the
ounce-and-a-half loads of number
sixes in the full-choke shotgun to
bring him down at that range. I
also knew I could have the full
three shots at him. The idea that
he might just turn around and go
back never crossed my mind. I
just watched the down river side
of the island and waited for him
to step into view.
But he didn’t come. So I stood
up. Still I couldn’t see him. I took
two steps backwards. There he
was. Standing fully broadside.
He’s stopped to look at my
decoys and now he was looking at
me. He seemed very close and I
could see the surprise in his eyes.
I don’t recall willing it, but the
shotgun came to my shoulder
with the same fast motion I use
for grouse. When the barrel
reached the deer’s shoulder I
pulled the trigger.
I didn’t see the deer flinch, nor
did he buckle under the impact of
the blast. Instead, he leaped into
the river and began swimming
away. I was dumbfounded. How
could I have missed a target that
large?

“Go, fetch!” I said, pointing at
the deer.
Woodie was unsure about the
order, but finally plunged in and
swam to the deer. He grabbed it
by an ear and started to tug. He
pulled several times, but decided
the deer was too big, let go and
swam back.

less waste

D. F. HASTINGS, DISTRIBUTORS
635 Eastern Ave. - Rte. 17

Auguste, Maine 04330
1 (207) 623-8551
DEALER INQUIRIES NOW ACCEPTED

It didn’t matter. All the luck
was with me. The wind was
blowing onshore and the tide had
turned so the deer floated into
shore in a very few minutes.

RUSTIC LOG BUNK BEDS
Specially
Priced

$189.95

Designed entirely of carefully
selected solid white cedar logs.
Beautiful hand-rubbed satin
lacquer finish.
Send for free catalog

Free bed rails, ladder & safety bar.

NORTHERN FURNITURE
DESIGNS, INC.
DINING ROOMS
BEDROOMS
LIVING ROOMS

“The Finest in White Cedar Furniture”
377 Cumberland Avenue
Portland, Maine. Tel. 772-5268

SUBSCRIBE
Says the wise, old Bobcat.
Then you will not only save money, but
you won’t miss a single issue of the
jnforrnation^packed Maine Sportsman.
□ one year $5
NAME ____________

□ two years $8

—

ADDRESS _________

_______________ ZIP

Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Me. 04096
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Grouse Hunting With the “Mayor”
By the time this reaches print,
it will be over for another year,
rabbit and bobcat hunting ex
cepted. I can’t predict the deer
situation, but I can attest that
this has been one of the best
grouse
seasons
that
I can
remember. At the beginning, I
set a quota. If and when I
reached a total of 30 grouse, I
would quit. I quit shortly before
the second week of the season.
Lest someone jump down my
throat about this being more
than the seasonal limit, let me
add that I hunt both Maine and
New Hampshire.
At the time I quit hunting I
was finding flocks of birds.
Earlier, the grouse were in the
deep woods and were found in
singles and in pairs. Their crops
were stuffed with checkerberry
leaves and maple “keys,” their
gizzards
contained
seeds of
snakeberry and checkerberry.
I don’t think I can recall a year
that the leaves dropped so early.
By the second week in October
they were gone!
Each year I spend at camp
seems to be highlighted by some
special event and this year was
no exception.
One day, during the*first week
of grouse season, I took my good
friend
Guy,
“The
Mayor”
Peterson, hunting. The “Mayor”
is a colorful character. He built a
camp in Andover North Surplus,
at the crest of East B hill, 40
years ago and has been main
taining it ever since. During this
period, he has, at various times,
manned the fire tower on Old
Speck
Mountain,
owned
a
championship team of sled dogs,
been a member of the Sheriff’s
Department
in
Cumberland
County, practiced a trade in
masonry and found the time to
spend hunting seasons at his
favorite hideaway.
The "Mayor” and his wife
“Dottie”
have
transformed
nearly an acre of land adjacent to
their camp to a veritable park.
Flowers grow there in great
profusion and stone terraces lead
to the brook that flows nearby.

GUN
SPORTS
By Monty Washburn
On the evening, early in Oc
tober, when I visited my friends
at
“Peterson’s
Bar-nothing
ranch,” the Mayor was in bad
shape. A woodpile he had been
working on had fallen on him and
he was really “bunged up!” I
didn’t give him any sympathy,
but warned him that I would be
at his camp at 6:30 the next
morning and expected fresh
coffee! Furthermore we were
going hunting!
When
I
drove
into
his
dooryard at the appointed time, I
saw smoke coming out of his
chimney. The coffee was ready
and
we
enjoyed
it.
(After
drinking a cup of the Mayor’s
coffee, one is ready to take on a
she-bear with cubs). At 7 o’clock
we were off. We returned at 4
p.m., each with our limit of
“birds.” It MAY have been my
The "Mayor” with a few "birds. "

him of his usual quick gait and he
could only shuffle. He was

planning on
nevertheless.

hunting

season,

imagination, but when the old
“geezer” took his four birds and
headed for the cabin, I thought I

detected a little catch in his voice
when he said, “Y’know, I been
huntin’ up here forty years, an’
this is the best day I ever had.
First time I ever got my limit of
birds too!”
Well, I guess maybe it was the
best day I ever had too. We
stopped at noon and shared
partridge
breast sandwiches,
cookies and a little bottle of wine.
I shall cherish this memory for
the rest of my life.
At the time of this writing, the
“Mayor” is in the hospital. He is
all piped up to oxygen, in
travenous feeding and a heart
monitor.
Yes, he’s had another stroke.
Although I’m not a religious man
at heart, sometimes at night,
when all is still and I cannot
sleep, I think of my friend, and
ask someone up there to let me
have just one more cup of his
unmatchable coffee.

INTRODUCING
THE 4 WHEEL DRIVE
SUBARU BRAT.
FUN ON WHEELS.

However, the land upon which
the camp is situated didn’t
belong to the Mayor and Dottie.
It was the property of the In
ternational Paper Company and
was subject to a yearly lease
charge.
Boise Cascade purchased the
property, and it was rumored
that the couple would have to
vacate the premises and the
camp
would
be burned.
A
representative of Boise Cascade
came to talk with Guy and Dot,
and when he returned to his
office it was with the recom
mendation that about an acre of
land surrounding the camp, be
sold to these pioneers. Although
buying land
from
a paper
company could be compared with
buying a fire engine in Hell, I am
happy to report that the sale
went through and all those years
of privation and hard work are
now theirs, lock, stock and
barrel!

I would like to add here, that
as much as I have read to the

contrary, someone, even among
the big landholders, has a heart.

Early,
last spring,
“The
Mayor” suffered a stroke. He
was hospitalized for some time
but recovered sufficiently to get
back to his “cabin in the
mountains” by July.
Dottie immediately set to
work on her landscaping project
anci the Mayor started ori ?his r

woodpile JTha at

jdalwwU.

Our new Brat makes
going someplace more fun than
being there. With the mere
flick of a lever inside the car,
this unique vehicle shifts from
full time front wheel drive
to 4 wheel drive.
That means you can go
practically anywhere in prac
tically any driving conditions.
And to see
where you’ve
been, the Brat

has a wide open back complete
with 2 fresh air bucket seats.
What’s more, standard
equipment on the Brat includes
all the creature comforts you’d
want in a passenger car.
Even more comforting, the
Brat runs on the least expen
sive kind of gas you can buy...
regular.

SUBARU BRA'

+ Mileage may vary depending on the way you drive, driving conditions, the condition of your car and whatever optional equipment
you may have.
\
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CLYDE BILLING, INC.
v/

i258 Riverside Driv$, Augusta 622-6336
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Recalling a Productive Bird Season
Considering the early season
on Woodcock this fall we’d have
to say that except for the
presence of a bumper crop of
grouse it would not have been
one of the best. As it was we
“started” more birds than during
any other fall in the past few
years.
Our kill percentage remained
about the same with the gunners
averaging about 50°/o on the
woodcock and about ll°/o on
grouse. My son brought down
the 600th bird over my Brittany
and I had the pleasure of not
ching the 700th on October 26th
while gunning with Bill Roma
and Ron Fodor from Connecticut.
During the course of the 30 days
that we were afield we flushed a
total of 450 birds and killed 158
for an overall kill percentage of
approximately 35°/o. While this is
no figure for the record books, it
should also be pointed out that
many of the birds flushed were
not shot at, consequently the kill
percentage is not a true picture
regarding actual
shot-to-hit
average.
The last full week in October
was, contrary to what you’d
expect, the most lucrative in
terms of birds found. We started
110 birds during the 6-day period
and managed to bag 36. I hasten
to add that there were many
chances at grouse that were
“fluffed” that week too, and not
all
by
my gunners either!
Overall, it was another great fall
with memories that will linger
long after we’re able to beat the
brush for these wonderful birds.
George Hamilton, V.P. with
Ruger Mfg., will recall his first
woodcock and the time we spent
having the dog hunt “dead bird”
when the dog had already
retrieved it once and dropped it
in the road and none of us saw
her, even though we were right
there.
Steve Hakala will recall his
gun misfiring on the second shot
at a grouse going straight away.
Another gent, who’ll remain
nameless,
returned to Con
necticut leaving a Parker and an
Abercrombie & Fitch double in
the motel room.
George Linnane Jr. will recall
the number of shots taken before
getting the “curse” off his new 20
guage Franchi auto.
Charlie Capace will fondly
recall how glad he was he had
that third shot in his gun when
mine failed to extract, so he got
to get “almost a double.”
Bob Paradis
won’t forget
getting into his first bunch of

Rangeley
Franklin Co
Phil Foster Box 672
Farmington 04938

Construction of a new spillway and dam at Quimby

Pond has been completed. Financing for the project
was voted by Rangeley Taxpayers. (Ken Copeland
Photo)
flight birds and our taking 9 of
the 12 just as they came.
Rod Spearin will fondly recall
his first woodcock on the wing
along with forgetting to chamber
a shell for the next shot.
Another chap got his tail
chewed for firing at a bird and I
got a great case of muzzle blast in
my left ear. (No, not you Fred).
Henri David will have a
pleasant after-thought of seeing
his new Brittany for the first
time. We spent two months
training her and she’s gonna
make the grade.
Ron Fodor and Bill Roma will
recall how well they shot after
five years of not handling a
shotgun. Gordie Hines won’t
soon forget the first bird with his
new 20 guage Ruger O/U either.
Friend and fellow singer Jim
Simpson is sure to remember his
first attempt at a couple of
elusive
Timberdoodles.
—
They’re still winging south.
Duck hunters in the area
reported some good gunning the
early part of the season but at
this writing most of the native
birds have left on their southern
trip and the flight birds have not
shown up.. . .
Early reports from members
of the trapping fraternity seem
to point toward a smaller catch of
foxes in this area. Coons are
being taken in goodly numbers
by both the trapper and the boys
with the hounds. Early reports
on the fur market indicate it will
be even higher than last year. Of
course reports of a chance for
“easy money” (?) brings all types
into the trapping society. Un
fortunately, all are not honest in
their endeavors to take fur.

EAGLE
SPORT
SHOP
at Robinwood Plaza
Routes 2 and 4 East Wilton, Maine
Tel. 645-2500

GUNS, AMMO
and CLOTHING
WE HAVE BLACK POWDER
Firearms by Weatherby, Winchester,
Remington, Ruger, S&W — Buy — Sell — Trade
LOADING SUPPLIES
Buck and Case Knives
Compasses — Topographical Maps
Boats by Sorel, Timberland, Outdoorsman

NON-RESIDENT LICENSES

Fortunately,
trappers down
through the years have been a
bunch who pretty well policed
their own ranks and violations
are not taken to in a kindly
manner. Perhaps the biggest
problem is the inexperienced
trapper, both young and not so
young. Improper securing of the
trap results in lost fur. Lack of
discretion or good judgment also
brings about the catching of
animals other than the desired

fur bearers.
I’ve heard the idea advanced
by some experienced trappers
that it might be practical if the
state conducted a written and
physical testing of new ap
plicant’s ability before being
issued a license. God knows we
have too many laws on our books
now, of which are unenforced or
are
unenforceable,
but the
trappers might do well to give
the idea some serious thought.
And while on the subject of
trapping a few lines in thanks to
trapper Bill Wilkinson from
down Saco way. Bill went out of
his way to come tell me the
approximate location of a trap he
had in a field that I was crossing
with my dog to get to a woodcock

cover. This move on Bill’s part
demonstrates the kind of rapport
that is necessary if we in the
outdoor world are to co-exist.
Once there is any dissention in
the ranks, the “antis” will jump
in with both feet and we’ll all
suffer.
Which brings to mind the small
volume of material on the “anti’
efforts sent to me by Edith
Martin. I’ve mentioned Edie in
previous columns, but unless you
know this lady personally and

are aware of the vast amount of
time, money and effort she puts
forth on behalf of the sportsman
you can’t really appreciate just
how much she is doing for us, the
sportsman. She’s bright, ar
ticulate and endowed with a vast
amount of common sense with
regards to hunting, trapping and
conservation. We would be truly
blessed if we had a few dozen like
her here in Maine. Even though
she and her husband reside down

Continued on next page
GAME INSPECTION STATION

NON-RESIDENT LICENSES

Johnson
OUTBOARDS

MILO
SPORT SHOP
West Main St., Milo, Me.
943-7465

THIS HUNTING SEASON SEE US FOR:
Guns (including Browning, Ruger, S&W, Marlin, Remington,
Savage and more)
Ammo & Accessories
Buck Knives
Sights & Scopes
Leather Goods
Hunting Clothing (Woolrich, Duxbax, others)
Boots & Paes
Hot Seats

Authorized Pro
Service Center

Genuine Polaris Parts

NOW TWO GREAT T-SHIRTS TO WEAR

Yes, you now have a choice of two designs to show the world you are a
MAINE SPORTSMAN
High quality T-Shirts for all the family. You pick the size & colors you
want
Colors

Deer

Trout

Color

Size

Youth

Adult

Quantity

White, Yellow, Orange,
Gold, Brown, Mint, Kelly,
L. Blue, Royal B., Navy,
Red, Grey, Black, Brown.
Note: Brown, Orange and
Kelly not avail, in Youth

sizes 2 - 4.

Sizes — Youth 2-4, 6-8,
10-12, 14-16. Adult 34-36,
38-40, 42-44, 46-48.

Please send me________Maine Sportsman T-Shirts at $5 each.
(Maine residents add 25t sales tax for each shirt.) Allow 2 weeks for
delivery.

NAME _________________________________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________
ZIP

Mail to Maine Sportsman, Box 365 Augusta, Mains 04330
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Recalling a Productive
Bird Season
Continued from previous page
in Needham, Mass., they have a
summer place here and their first
love is for dear ’ole Maine and the
virtually unrestricted hunting,
fishing and trapping we have
here. She wants to keep it that
way and is fighting to do so.

There is a new organization in

the country and, thank God, this
one is not funded by nor for the
“antis”. Known as the Wildlife
Legislative Fund of America
they are dedicated to fighting the
anti-hunt, anti-fish anti-hunt
organizations in every state in
the union. Presently located in
Ohio, five regional offices are
planned for the country as well
as one in Washington, D.C. It’s a
group you’ll be hearing a lot
about in the months and years
ahead and one that we all need.

Here’s a statistic that’ll make
you realize that perhaps you may
not be doing all you can to help
our cause. There were 16 million
hunting licenses sold in the U.S.
last year but only two million of
them belonged to *the NR A.
SAM’S membership is pitifully
low in comparison to the number
of resident hunters we have too.
Trappers all over the country,
not just in Maine, should take
pen in hand and drop a line of
protest to their elected officials
in Washington regarding H.R.
Bill No. 1297! It’s aimed at
banning the leghold trap
NATIONALLY!

Carrie Stevens Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is now at 51

members. Which brings up
another point for discussion.
Word has gotten back to me that
there is some resentment
regarding the Trout Unlimited
organization being a club for fly
fishermen only. Hogwash! Trout
Unlimited, both locally and on
the national level is made up of
all types of fishermen; spin, fly,
bait, trollers and anything else
in-between. It’s not HOW a
person fishes but the fact that he
fishes at all and is willing to try
to do something to preserve
what we have left. We have in
the local chapter all categories of
fishermen and I mean ALL. So,
when some guy implies that TU
is not doing anything and that it’s
an organization of efite fly fishing
snobs I tell him he’s playing with
a warped puck! Perhaps the
reason the majority of T.U.
members are fly fishermen is
that the fly fishing fraternity just
may be more aware of the
problems facing the fishermen
and also more willing to get
involved and try to do something
about them!
The saddest thing I ex
perienced this fall while afield for
upland birds was seeing a lovely
Brittany bitch lying dead in the
road. I stopped to move the body
to the side of the road and to
inquire who might own it of the
lady in the house close by. She
said her husband did. When I
told her of the misfortune she
took it matter-of-factly. The dog
had a litter of pups two weeks old
which in my mind made it even
more sad. I can’t for the live of

me understand why people who
have animals and live next to a
heavily traveled highway don’t
keep them properly penned.

And who says it doesn’t pay to
advertise? The bi focals found at
Quimby we wrote about a couple
of months back were claimed by
a lady from Pennsylvania.
. . . It’s rumored hereabouts
that a local trapper, his partner
and his partner’s young son were
exposed to a rabid fox. The
trapper got the full 21 shots in
the stomach. His partner and
young son only had to take three
as they’d only handled the fur
side of the pelt. Who says
trapping isn’t a hazardous oc
cupation?

A Visit to Bean’s!
Don’t leave for home
without it.

MOVING?
We don’t want you
to miss a single issue
of
the
Maine
Sportsman.
TO KEEP US COM
ING send both your
OLD and NEW ad
dresses to:
Maine Sportsman

LL.Bean,Inc.
Located on Rte 1. Freeport
Only 20 minutes from Portland
Open 24 Hours a Qay ■ 365 Days a Year
Outdoor Sporting Specialties

Box 507
Yarmouth, Maine 04096

SELLING FUR?

We are buying for export directly to European garment manufacturers and need large quantities of all raw
furs; deer, bear and cattle hides.
With our modern scraping operation, we can buy unskinned and rough-skinned raccoon, fox, fisher,
coyote and bobcat for the full price of finished hides. This allows us to make up uniformly-handled, high
quality lots. The coat manufacturers are willing to pay more for this type of merchandise and we make up
our processing cost. It’s good for you, good for us, and good for our customers.

TRAPPERS AND COON HUNTERS
Through the season we are open 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. every day but Monday.

THERE IS ALWAYS A FUR BUYER ON HAND TO PURCHASE YOUR

FUR
We encourage you to visit our raw fur and trapping supply headquarters located on Route 1A in
Holden, Maine, just 3 miles out of Brewer. We have a full line of trapping and coon hunting supplies.
You are welcome to phone or write for our free supply catalogue.

MOWATT FUR CORPORATION
P.O. BOX 246
BREWER, MAINE 04412
MARK R. MOWATT, President
THOMAS L. STEVENS, General Manager

We will not publish a fur price list this sea
son. You may call anytime for market infor
mation:
1-207-989-6191
1-800-432-1723
(Maine toll-free)

OFFICE & STORE HOURS DURING SEASON:
(October 20 — December 21)
Tuesday thru Sunday
8:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.
CLOSED MONDAYS

— MAKE IT WORTH YOUR WHILE — DEAL WITH THE PROFESSIONALS AT MOWATT FUR —
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Winter Sport: Rabbits and Pickerel
The snowshoe rabbit is one of
the finest, most abundant, game
animals in the state of Maine. It’s
too bad more people don’t take
advantage of that.
While there is some “pressure”
in deer hunting, and sometimes
the same effect in the waterfowl
gunning, there is never any such
thing in rabbit shooting. If you
fail to shoot a deer on your first
opportunity it may be a year or
more before you get chance
number two. Not so with the
rabbit. If you fail to collect on an
easy goose shot from 30 yards it
may be several seasons before
the chance comes again. Not so
with the white hares.
Rabbit hunting, at least in my
area of the state, means getting
several chances at rabbit stew
each time you go out. If you fail
to collect on the first opportunity
you may get another try within
minutes, surely within a few
hours.
Because of this fast shooting
the winters are not as long for
some hunters as for those who
fail to take advantage. To the
rabbit hunter the trailing hound
is an essential. Without a decent
dog the rabbit hunt is not
complete. Even when you can
get good action by walking them
up around farm firs the day is not
quite right without the yodel of
the beagle.
This is probably the only factor
that stops more people from
hunting the rabbit in Aroostook.
You really need a good dog and
hunting with dogs has never
been a tradition up here.
Most natives that I know will

eat every rabbit they shoot
during the deer hunt, but few
will turn out to try the same
game during the winter months.
While they realize the rabbit is
abundant they also lack the
tradition of gunning with dogs,
so they don’t bother much with
rabbits.

Southern
Aroostook
Dave O’Connor
Star Route, Box 36-B
Sherman Station
fish an undesirable on the tables
of some homes. The same people
love to fish for white perch in the
open waters but fail to ap
preciate
the chain
pickerel
because of these free-floating
bones.

Snowshoe hares are common throughout the north,
but are not sought by the majority of hunters. With
gas and meat at higher prices, perhaps the rabbit will
become more popular. (Dave O’Connor photo)

This year should see a lot of
rabbits available too. They had
ideal conditions to reproduce and
the rabbits sighted along the
road have been a common event
throughout the warmer months.

♦♦♦

Pickerel fishing through the
ice is a lot of fun. When the
action is hot you can expect a
whole flock of tripped flags
during a single morning of
fishing. With the scarcity of gas
there may be more close to home
trips this winter.
While Aroostook isn’t usually
thought of as a warmwater
habitat the fact is that there are
several good pickerel lakes in the
area. Every winter Grand Lake
Sebois, Mattawamkeag Lake,

Perry Pond, and Rush Pond are
scattered with anglers looking
for a few chains. Both Perry and
Rush are really lakes, although
both have been tagged as ponds.
In any case, the fishing for
pickerel is good to excellent on
these and a dozen or so other
waters within a 40 mile radius.
The pickerel is not highly
sought by the average Aroostook
angler, but they are here for
those who care to join in on the
action. Probably the single most
important factor in the lack of
appreciation for the species is the
eating the flesh.
The meat is just fine. The Y
bones
along the fillets are
horrible. They are present in

great abundance and make the

Be A Fox!

I know of nothing that will
completely take bones out of
pickerel, but there are methods
that help. The most effective is
filleting the fish and using a fork
to lift as many of the Y bones out
of the flesh while the meat is still
raw. You can get better than
60% of these bones out by the
use of the fork which is scraped
along the raw fillets several
times on each side.
Some people tend to be better
at doing this than others. My
wife can “debone” a pickerel in
two minutes. It takes me twice
as long and I fail to get out as
many bones as she does. Either
she has a talent for it, or she is
more careful. I suspect it’s the
latter.
Best locations vary in each
lake, but the principle is the
same; look for open water and
spring holes. The pickerel love to
congregate around these natural
attractions.
But,
the
ice
fisherman, especially in the early

season must use a lot of common
sense when fishing near ice
openings. The ice can be too thin
to safely hold your weight.
Fishing for pickerel through
the ice is not worth dunking. All
you need do is think of safety as a
margin that can’t be stretched
and things will proceed as you
want. If spring holes fail to
produce try close to rocky ledge
outcroppings or around rock
piles. Pickerel will gather there
too.

♦♦♦

Some
local
snowmobilers
wonder about the future of their
sport. With gas at a premium the
sledder worries about costs.
While snowmobiling uses only a
fraction of the total gas output
the family on a budget may find
it difficult to reach that deeply in
the pocket.
Most veteran observers on the
scene will undoubtedly find less
snowmobilers from far away
locally, but what effect the
energy thing will have on local
trippers is still unknown. Serious
snowmobilers will still spend the
money to enjoy their sport ac
tively but just how many will not
be able to do so is not clear. By
spring we will all know.

RANDALL’S FUR
RAW FURS WANTED
DEER SKINS, COON, MINK; FISHER, OTTER
COYOTE, MUSKRAT AND FOX
BEST PRICES OFFERED

Route 202
East Winthrop, Me. 04343

Save Money and Don’t Miss a
Single Issue of The Maine
Sportsman.

CONTACT: BILL RANDALL

395-4622

AGUA HEATER

SUBSCRIBE

Wood-Fired

At Our Low Prices and you’ll
get the fact-filled pages of The
Maine Sportsman delivered to
your home every month.

Hot Water Heater
3 Sizes

Largest Size Gives 12.6 Gallons

DO IT
TODAY!

at 180° Every 13 Minutes.

Boss
Wood Stoves
and

□ one year $5 — □ two years $8

NAME _________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ____________ ________________________________________
___ _____________________________ Zl P___________________________
Send to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Me. 04096

The Super
Patriot
Also
Others For Your
Camp or Home

YORK ENERGY SAVERS
R.F.D. #2, PORTLAND ROAD/ROUTE 1
SACO, MAINE 04072
PHONES 207-282-2192 - 207-282-9125
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Memories of Bird Hunts Past
Each upland hunting season
brings new friends.
For starters, I want to in
troduce Joan and Arthur Cone
Jr. of Williamsburg, Va. This
lovely couple owns Brittany
spaniels and were not too sure
how they would be as bird dogs.
It was my pleasure to work my
pointers for the Cones who
arrived with Maine’s October
heat wave. In spite of the heat,
we found enough birds to do a
segment for Bud Leavitt’s Woods
and Waters show featuring Joan
Cone doing her “thing.” She is an
outdoor
cooking expert.
As
author of several books, a lec
turer of great renoun and con
tributor
to Sports
Afield’s
hunting annual, she was a
natural when it came time to stop
for lunch. The TV cameraman
enjoyed the feast when all of the
filming
was
finished.
Bud
Leavitt’s show is aired over the
Public Broadcasting Network
and is beamed via satellite to
many areas of the U.S.A.
Speaking of Mr. Leavitt, I’m

Sporting
Dogs
By Wilmot Robinson

Bird hunters, from left, Pat Smith, Dick Wolters,
Bud Leavitt and Bob Rose. (Wilmot Robinson photo)
happy to report he joined me one
day when more of the outdoor
fraternity was along. I was in
good company with Pat Smith of
Outdoor Life,
Dick Wolters
(author of Gun Dog, Water Dog,

Lake Region’s
Ice Fishing Headquarters

Family Dog and Instant Dog,
Bangor
Daily News Sports
Editor Bud Leavitt, and Bob
Rose of Waitsfield, Vermont,
who happens to own one of
George
Bird
Evans famous
Hemlock setters. This foursome
was responsible for the demise of
five woodcock. Not bad for
outdoor writers.
Later in the day, I caught Mr.
George Peckham of Northeast
Harbor as he was hearing out
Mr. Leavitt on one of his stories

about digging clams. Bud was in
the wrong ball park this time as
George is from Northeast Harbor
and clams are some of his best
friends. I know because I’ve dug
them with George who is a long
time friend
and an ardent
woodcock hunter.
I would be remiss if I didn’t
mention
hunting with
my
brother Earl who lives in East
Holden. As part of the group that
day was Don Stanley of South
Portland.
There were others who joined
me this fall. My son, Jay, and my
wife Joyce, to name two who are
close to my heart. Sons-in-law
Rod Heikkinen and Sam Huston
were also part of the scene.
Birds were scarce in the early
part of the season, but flights
were good, especially during the
third week of October. Grouse
were everywhere this fall, the

Power Augers — Snow Shoes
Jiffy, Eska-Mo - All Sizes
Traps — Line — Live Bait

GUNS

Buy —Sell —Trade
Largest Selection in Western Maine

SPORTSMANS
Exchange
72 Main St., Bridgton, Me. 647-3763
Lake Region’s Most Complete
Sporting Goods Outfitters
-i.

■■■.............................. ...............................................

Joan and Art Cone with Sadie the pointer. (Wilmot
Robinson photo)

WANTED
WHITE BIRCH
HARDWOOD PRODUCTS CO.
GUILFORD, MAINE
Contact: Fred Street, 876-2205

best I’ve seen for many years.
I’m happy to report a minimum
of eye lesion observations on
woodcock. I recall three or four
early season birds with possible
problems, but nothing like last
fall.

♦♦♦

Jerry
Robinson is not a
relative of mine, so I’m not
plugging his book because of any
genetic involvement. His book,
Hunt Close is a training book for
bird dog owners who are in
terested in having a dog that
does*just what the title says.
Jerry has been the dog editor for
Sports Afield for many years and
has
come
in contact with
professional trainers, amateurs
and just plain dog owners all
over the country. On more than
one occasion his travels brought
him to Maine.
I first met him at a training
seminar
and
mini-trial
in
Sorrento. The late Cliff Hale was
chairman for this popular annual
event and Mr. Robinson wrote it
up in Sports Afield. I cannot help
but
feel
the
tremendous
popularity of training seminars
stemmed in part from this ar
ticle.
Jerry traveled far and wide
interviewing and photographing
gun-dog trainers. He spent many
years studying their methods
and techniques.
•
If I may mention a few of these
trainers,
they
include Bob
Paucek of Bar Mills (certainly no
stranger to readers of this
column); David Pierce of Abbott
Village (a former president of the
Maine Bird Dog Club), and Bob
Etsell of West Bridgewater,
Mass.
Jerry has made liberal use of
photos to emphasize his words.
The 38 chapters run the gamut
from purchasing a puppy, with
advice not to buy mail-order
dogs, to breeding your own dogs.
Also
covered
are
force
retrieving, steadying to shot,
backing,
electronic
collars,
feeding, shipping dogs by air and
building kennels.
I’ve mentioned some of the
highlights. There is so much
more to the book that I would
only say every big owner should
have this one in his library. Do
yourself a favor and get a copy of
Hunt Close. It’s available from
Winchester Press, 205 East 42nd
St., New York, N.Y. 10017 for
$10.

uu.a.messerco.
truck equipment distributors
In the Navy, a job means more than just a good paycheck.
It means the adventure of seeing places like Greece,
Spain, Hawaii and Hong Kong. It means becoming an ex
pert on exciting technical equipment in our submarines, on
our jets, and in our ships. It means doing a job that really
counts, with people who count on you to do it.
The Navy can give you training in more than 60 career
fields. Thlk it over with your Navy recruiter. He’ll be able
to tell you what you can qualify for in the Navy:
Augusta
Brunswick Lewiston Presque Isle Rumford
622-0142 729-3197
782-2991 762-1221
364-4812
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Calais
Portland
Rockland
Waterville
947-4228
454-2854
773-2445 596-6587 < 872-8700
Biddeford Dover, N.H. Portsmouth. N.H. '/■ y
282-3012
742-4564
431-8744
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EVER WISHED YOU HAD A
DUMP TRUCK?

ACE
DIMKT

NOW ALL PICK-UP OWNERS CAN
HAVE ONE!
• Dumps up to 5000 lbs.
• Requires no alteration
to truck
• Removes quickly
Contact us today for more
iiirtHiiimion

170 warren avenue, westbrook, maine 04092
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Winking and Smiling at Poaching
By KEN ALLEN
Images of youth...
World War II had ended. A
new world.
Feelings of in
vincibility. Excitement hanging
in the air. The Yankees is the
team to beat and Brooklyn tries.
Tailgunner Joe McCarthy starts
his seige and Bennett, Como,
Sinatra,
and yes,
Helen
O’Connell are household words.
Television
and
Rock are
moments away.
Poaching. A way of life in
Maine’s backcountry. Remnant
from the Depression with its
hungry mouths and deer enough
to feed them. It carries into the
50’s.
Hunters are still respected.
Walt
Disney
makes
Davy
Crockett and the Kentucky long
rifle national heroes. Davy the
bear slayer hunts Cree Indians.
Cheyenne Bodie stalks a grizzly
half-crazed from forest fire in
juries. And it’s all there in our
living
room.
In
shades of
flickering grey.
One neighbor is death on
poaching. He ought to mind his
own damn business. That’s the
general consensus. Consensus of
us. Of other neighbors. Poaching
is viewed with a wink and smile.
It dies hard.
Jacking is risky. Too risky. It
is similar to drinking-and-driving
or fooling with a jealous man’s
wife. You usually get caught.
Eventually. You might do it
anyway. But the threat holds you
back some.
Daytime poaching. That’s the
thing. Stepping off the back
porch and into your own woods.
It’s safer. There is just enough
risk to make it exciting. You
stand on the back step with a
deer rifle, and listen for cars.
There are none. So you make a
dash for it, moving quickly
around the shed and into the
woods.
A
warden once
told
me
poaching increased around Labor
Day with the first half-autumnal
nights. When I was a kid, that’s
when we’d make a dash behind
the shed some late afternoon.
The woods were big. In one
direction, it was eight miles to
the nearest road. In late August
and September, foliage more or
less hid anyone from airplanes,
and sure as hell, no warden
would be in there anyway. They
were not afraid. It was just
senseless. These woods were
huge and there were enough
tangles, thickets, and hollows to
conceal an army.
The problem was returning
from a successful hunt. The
lights were turned off. The cellar
windows covered with tarred
paper. When the deer came
sliding into the kitchen and
toward the cellar door, ex
citement
was
a
crescendo.
Wardens might show up at the
oddest times.
It was a family affair. While
the menfolk pulled the deer, the
women, even to the grand
mother, wiped blood from the
floor. Once the deer was hung on

the wiffle tree in the cellar and
the blood cleaned from the
linoleum
and
backstep,
we
breathed more easily.
October came and the risk ran
higher.
Bird
hunters might
inadvertently stumble upon a
fresh kill. It was unlikely, but the
chance was there, and real. But
during November, once a tag
was in the house, we were home
free for another year.
December and dnow ended the
three to four month season for
most poachers. It was too easy
for even the dumbest warden to
follow the trail of a dragged deer.
That’s how I grew up in the
50’s. That’s how a lot of people
grew up. In those days, I knew
few people who didn’t poach if
they had a chance. A wink and
smile. Nothing was wasted and
the supply seemed endless.
My poaching initiation began
bizzarely. It was October, chilled
and cloudless. My father took me
and our rabbit hound, Stormy,
and we began hunting in the
afternoon. It was near the
Hunter’s Moon and the day was
as cold as late November. The
foliage had peaked and was
waning. In short, beautiful.
My father had armed me with
a single shot 12 gauge and bird
shot. He carried a .348. I don’t
know what he was up to, but we
walked past our rabbit cover and
about a mile beyond and into
deer country. My instructions
were simple. I was not to shoot
at deer. I was too young to
poach, and just as importantly,
you don’t shoot deer with bird
shot. In my family, even buck
shot was frowned upon.
In the afternoon’s lengthening
shadows, it took Stormy precious
little time to start a deer. He had
a wonderful voice and it echoed
loudly in the still autumn air.
There was no question what
direction he and the deer were
moving.
They
were coming
straight at us.
In a graceful curve, a tote road
skirted the edge of a swale and
alder swamp, and on the further
side was a steep ridge. My father
left me at the head of the swamp
and he moved toward the center,
giving him a good view. The deer
was supposed to come across the
center
toward
him.
An
established crossing. Then and
now.
I heard the deer long before I
saw it. Ga-chunk! Ga-chunk! Gachunk! It came into sight, and as
planned, came in long bounds
down the ridge and into the
swale and alders. My father was
in its path, but when he moved
the rifle, the deer swerved
toward me, and my father was
unable to shoot safely.
It was a buck. In the strong
light of the lowering sun, the
horns gleamed almost white. He
came straight at me. No longer
using graceful bounds. Just
pounding hard with short, rapid
strides. 30 yards. 20 yards. He
was coming straight at me. I
could see his eyes. Eyes wat
ching my father just from the
corners. He didn’t see me. And

possible to convince me I hadn’t
shot in self-defense. The God
damn thing was going to run
over me.
That’s
how
I grew
up.
Poaching is a way of life.
Poaching
and
schoolboy
basketball and
baseball and
skating parties and Rock and
friends. Maine’s Edmund Ware
Smith is writing stories about
the
One-eyed Poacher of
Privilege and they are published
in reputable outdoor magazines.
A wink and smile.
Occasional stories of British
and European punishments for
poaching shock us. Huge fines
and even jail sentences. Some
people say 10 to 20 years. Maybe
erroneous
figures.
But
we
believe.

Upcountry
Journal
By Ken Allen

wrist.
Maybe
we
should
view
poaching as grand larceny. Many
people rely partly on income

The Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife have

BRUNSWICK GUN SHOP
31 Bath Road, Brunswick, Maine 04011
[207] 729-8322

published a figure, stating each
legal deer shot brought $300 into
the economy. Either people are
unaware of this figure or they
are unable to think in terms of

ANTIQUE & MODERN
Bought, Sold, Traded, Repaired & Appraised

grand larceny.
Make no mistake about it.
When
someone
poaches,
especially deer or salmon, it is
grand larceny. This figure of
$300 is 25 to 30 years old. Think
what it would be today. Four

Ammo, Reloading Tools, & Components
•

Complete Black Powder Gun and
Gun Kit Selection and All Supplies
Large selection of Guns, Gun Kits, Reloading Equipment, Gun Cases,
Holsters, Belts, Compasses, Targets, Knives, Ammo, etc. for your own
use or Christmas gifts. We will be pleased to advise or help in any way.

years ago at a Trout Unlimited
meeting in
Camden,
Albert
of the Atlantic
said each
salmon
caught
in
Maine
generates
$1,000
into
the

Meister,

Our customers are some of the finest
sportsmen/women in the world

head

Salmon Commission,

TRUCKS
(/)

TRUCKS

WEIRS

from hunters and fishermen;
some depend directly on them.
The rest of us are spending our
hard
earned
dollars
to do
something legally and preserve
our resource for generations.
Poaching hurts us all.
Habitat reduction and an ever
growing population are stret
ching a finite resource to the
limit. At one time, poaching
could be tolerated, I suppose, but
the time has long gone. Fish and
wildlife are big business. Too
valuable to be stolen.
Too
valuable to wink and smile at
their theft.

economy. This is an easy figure
to understand when you have
spent Memorial Weekend on the
Narraguagus.
If you break into someone's
store or house and steal several
hundred dollars, you wind up in
jail. Kill an animal having the
potential of generating several
hundred dollars, and you may
wind up with a fine. If it is not
night hunting, the fine is lenient.
Not stiff at all. A slap on the

TRUCKS

TRUCKS

TRUCKS

TRUCKS|

MEANS BUSINESS!

GOOD VARIETY OF NEW AND USED
(A

LIGHT AND MEDIUM DUTY TRUCKS

THIS IS TRUCK COUNTRY!
We Have Economical 4-Wheel Drives
LIST

</>

(/>

1980 GMC 4x4 6 cyl, auto, PS, PB, 2-tone, locking hubs, more $9,014
1980 GMC SUBURBAN 4x4, 350 auto, PS, PB,
6-pass SIERRA GRANDE
11,645
1980 GMC SIERRA % ton 4x4, 350 auto, PS, PB, H.D. suspension 9.025
1980 GMC 1 ton 4x4, dual wheels, SIERRA CLASSIC
350 auto, PS, PB, more

12,160

WEIRS
$7,712

9,795
7,729

04347

1970 Leftovers & Demonstrators Below Cost

Cab/chassis, Gas & Diesel, Short & Long Wheelbase, GMAC & Bank Financing, Great
Deals, Good Variety.

WEIRS MOTOR SALES, INC.
SOUTHERN MAINE’S TRUCK CENTER
Gunsmithing
Hot Blueing
j

Julian F. Beale, III

J

Tel. [207] 622-0110

(A

New Caballeros, 6 cyl. Pickups, 1 Ton Cab/chassis, % Ton Pickups, Work Vans, Gypsy &
Gaucho Vans

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM

GUNS
Bought — Sold
New — Used — Antique
Competitor Supplies

(A

10,400

Good Choice Medium Duty

KENNEBEC GUNS
148 Water St., Hallowell, Maine

its horns looked white. But I
knew he would turn. But he kept
coming. Kept coming with those
pounding,
short strides.
10
yards. Five yards. I knew he’d
turn. He looked huge and I could
hear his labored breath. I knew
he’d turn.
But he didn’t turn. Didn’t turn
until I threw the shotgun to my
shoulder and blew a front leg
from under him. Nose to nose,
him astonished, me feeling like
Wyatt Earp, we stared at one
another. Stared for a small
eternity. Then he fled.
At 11 years old, it was im

[207] 985-3539

[207] 985-3537

ROUTE 1, ARUNDEL, MAINE

TRUCKS

TRUCKS

TRUCKS

TRUCKS

TRUCKS

(A
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Grand Lake Stream Salmon Controversy
The landlocked salmon has
been all but forgotten during the
busy time of the hunting season.
However, there are still a few
hardy individuals who are ex
tremely concerned with the
landlocked salmon this time of
year and they are of course the
employees of the Fish and
Wildlife Dept, of the State of
Maine. It was during November
that landlocked salmon eggs
were collected to be raised via
the hatcheries for next year’s
stocking.
Here at Grand Lake Stream

the hatchery has long been a
symbol of the town; for here it
was that the first Landlocked
Salmon were ever raised in
captivity in the clear gin like
waters of West Grand Lake.
This year Thane (Dusty)
Clifford, Frank Bagley and a
special fall assistant, Walter
Brown, have been hard at work
netting and stripping salmon for
the local fish raising facility.
These men will gather several
hundred thousand eggs and
fertilize them from the fish that
have gathered and held in special

FIREARMS SPECIALIST

Model No. 29
.44 Magnum*

Browning, Weatherby, Remington, plus all other makers.
Rifles, shotguns and pistols. New and Used.
Complete line of Black powder Guns and Accessories.
Reloading Equipment, I stock many Ruger No 1. & 3 Rifles.
Many S&W, Colt and Ruger Handguns.

D.L. Fleury’s Sporting Goods Inc.
David L. Fleury

(Where The “Bomb Shell” is at)
Rt 202, Winthrop, Maine 04364

207-377-8277
Mon-T ues-Thurs-Frlday
10:00a.m. -9:00 p.m.
Wednesday
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The NEW Hunter Orange
,
Maine Sportsman Jacket Patch

pens. The fertilized eggs will be
stored in the hatchery until they
hatch next spring. After they
gain a little length they are
transferred to the outside tanks
where they are fed and raised for
stocking later on that year.
There has been quite a con
troversy in the tiny village of
Grand Lake Stream regarding
fish screens on the dam and the
fish ladder which has been
recently established in the water
barrier. It has long been a
feeling, not only here in Grand
Lake Stream, but in many other
places in the State, that allowing
salmon to exit through a dam
downstream will eventually
result in permanent loss of that
fish. For that reason the fish in
West Grand Lake have always
been kept in the lake by a special
steel screen which has been
placed in front of the dam. About
8 years ago the dam at West
Grand Lake had to be rebuilt and
at that time, according to state
law, a fishway was introduced
into the dam. This sparked all
kinds of pros and cons regarding
the potential of the Landlocked
Salmon in West Grand Lake. The
discussions were quite involved,
quite lengthy, and often quite
heated. Many people had no
doubt whatsoever that once the
salmon had access to the river
below West Grand Lake that the
fish would continue down to Big
Lake via Grand Lake Stream,
and perhaps into the ocean
through the St. Croix River. Still
others maintained that the
Landlocked Salmon existed in
West Grand Lake before man

Grand Lake
Stream Area
Steve Takach
Grand Lake Stream 04637
ever appeared here and they had
complete access to the ocean long
before the dam ever bothered
them or stood in their way
between West Grand Lake and
the ocean. Further they felt, that
it was the nature of the beast to
go to the stream to spawn and
later to head up stream into the
lake to spend the summer
months and to grow.

For the first two summers
after the fishway was installed in
Grand Lake Stream the fishing
was excellent. Then there was a
couple of years when the fishing
was mediocre or a bit on the slow
side. Arguments that were
subdued during the good fishing
periods jumped up again like a
fanned fire. Some claimed that
the fisheries personnel had data
that showed how many fish went
up into the lake but no data on
how many fish went the other
direction. The salmon fishing on
Grand Lake Stream had been
excellent since the fishway had
been erected. This meant, in a lot
of people’s minds, that lake
fishermen were being cheated
out of a fish that should have
remained in the lake. Others felt

Bedell’s Tackle Shop
6 St. Mark’s St. - Next to Dorr’s Marina
Skowhegan, Maine 04976
Tel. 474-8939
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In the Coast
Guard, “good
work’’ is a good
job well done.
Helping yourself
while you help
save lives and
property, keeping
our seacoasts and
waterways free of
pollution, and free
of accidents.
For you it can
mean a
recession-proof
paycheck, starting
at $419 a month
with your first raise
right after boot camp. It also means free housing, food,
clothing, medical and dental care. And 30-days of paid
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recruiting office
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that the stream fishermen had as
much right to catch a salmon as
anyone did in a boat or a canoe.
And so the battle raged between
the pro’s and con’s concerning
the fishway at West Grand Lake.
In the Fall of 1979 there were
predictions by some that the
salmon stock for breeding would
be non-existent and the hatchery
would be in serious trouble
trying to gather large fish for the
stripping process. However, the
fish have returned to the
currents in front of the dam as
they have every year in the past.
There was a goodly number of
fish gathered and there was no
problem procuring the number of
eggs needed for the hatchery in
Grand Lake Stream.
Certainly it would seem that
there was a number of fish which
left West Grand Lake and
proceeded down to Big Lake and
the waters which flow into it.
However, it works both ways
since there is a present
population of salmon in Big Lake.
It would seem perfectly logical
that some would migrate via
Grand Lake Stream up into West
Grand Lake. Last year’s spring
and summer fishing, as far as
yours truly is concerned, was as
good as any I have experienced
in the last 20 years. It appears
the question of the fishway has
been answered in West Grand
Lake after a period of years, and
it would seem proponentts of the
fishway had the right
arguments. I would assume that
there will always be ups and
downs as far as the numbers of
fish caught in a given lake in a
year, however over a period of
years since the fishway has been
introduced there has been good
to great fishing in West Grand
Lake.
There does seem to be a minor
problem in that the average size
of the salmon in West Grand
Lake is not as large as in some
other salmon lakes and ponds
throughout the state. A three
pound landlocked is a big fish on
West Grand Lake and, although
there is plenty of action on
smaller fish, fish in the larger
category are few and far bet
ween.
The togue population has
dropped off to a great extent and
it has been the finding of most in
the last few years that on the
average the stomach contents of
the fish caught on West Grand
Lake have been definitely
lacking in the primary food that
the fish must have, smelts. Some
claim that there has been a
national disaster within the
smelt population due to the
increase in its numbers. The Fish
and Wildlife Dept, holds out the
thought that there has been too
many salmon stocked at West
Grand Lake and in essence they
have eaten the available smelt.
Smaller numbers of fish have
been stocked in order to try to
prove out that theory. And so,
with the never ending quest for
more and better fishing, the
discussions of whys and hows
continue. Tune in again for the
saga of man versus landlocked
salmon. But just like the af
ternoon extravaganzas on T.V.
there never seems to be an
ending.
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MSSA Establishes
Scholarship
The Maine Skeet Shooting
Assoc,
has
established
a
scholarship
fund.
The seed
money for this fund was donated
by Marriner Lumber owned by
Derril Lamb, past president.
This year’s $100 was awarded
to John Higgins, son of Lorraine
and Larry Higgins, of Auburn.
John is a senior at the Edward
Little High School in Auburn. He
is an active member in the
Auburn Skeet Club, The MSSA
and The NSSA. John completed
the MSSA league program this
year and won class E with a score
of
468-500.
A
fine
ac
complishment
for
a
young
shooter competing against all age
groups.
John has maintained above
average grades all through high
school and been a member of the
varsity football squad for three
years.

The MSSA league program
consists of six member clubs who
compete each year. The Arnold
Trail, Auburn, Island View,
Herman, York County Fish &
Game, and Scarboro Fish &
Game. There are other skeet
fields around the state that we
would like to urge to join us in
the league program. This year’s
club team winners were the
Auburn five man team with 24572500.

December 8, goose hunting season closes.
December 9, fourth annual fur auction sponsored by
Central
Maine Chapter,
Maine
Trapper’s
Association, 9 a.m., Grange Hail, North Dexter.
December 9, Upcountry, WCBB-TV, black powder
firearms at 6:30 p.m.
December 9, a .22 rifle, 100 shot off-hand match at
Bridgton.
December 10, Upcountry, WCBB-TV, black powder
firearms at 3 p.m.
December 12, Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine mem
bership meeting, 7:30 p.m., Augusta Civic
Center.
Dec. 13, WCBB-TV, Upcountry, Sebago salmon, 9:30
p.m.
December 15, Southern Zone Waterfowl hunting
season closes.
December 15, snipe hunting season closes.
December 15, skunk season closes.
December 15, Maine Public Broadcasting Network,
Black Powder Arms, 4:30 p.m.
December 16, WCBB-TV, Upcountry, Sebago Salmon,
6:30 p.m.
December 17, WCBB-TV, Upcountry, Sebago Salmon,
3 p.m.
December 22, Maine Public Broadcasting Network,
Upcountry, Sebago Salmon, 4:30 p.m.
Have your club’s activities listed here. Send them
by the 10th day of the month to: Maine Sportsman,
Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330.

Class A A, Dick Taylor, Arnold
Trail, 493-500.
Class
A,
Larry
Higgins,
Auburn Club, 488-500.
Class B, Brad Varney, Auburn
Club, 490-500.
Class C, Howell Copp, Auburn
Club, 488-500.
Class D, Donald Leavitte,
Auburn Club. 478-500.
Class E, John Higgins, Auburn
Club, 468-500.

DICK’S
Trading Post
Guns, Old & New

Buy - Sell - Trade
Open 6-9, 7 days a week
Weeks Mills Rd., RFD 6, Augusta
207-622-5080

Auburn seemed to steal the
show this year, but this is not
always the case. In fact it has
been several years since the
Auburn shooters brought home
the honors. All class winners
were awarded Duck Lamps.
The MSSA held elections of
officers at their Oct. meeting.
Their new officers are:

President, Bradley Varney,
Lower
Flying
Point
Rd.,
Freeport, Me. 04032.
Vice
President,
Joe Mottershead, 22 Glenwood Ave.,
Gorham, Me. 04038.
State Director to NSSA,
Howard Sedgley, 80 Fairlawn
Ave., Lewiston, Me. 04240.
Sec.-Treas., Margie Varney,
Lower
Flying
Point
Rd.,
Freeport, Me. 04032.

ATTENTION ALL HUNTERS!
A collector’s item and a hunter’s guide. The first
book EVER on RECORD MAINE DEER and bear
from our first Big Game Banquet. 81 entries last
year — 3 made Boon & Crockett
Please send me — copies of Record Book at $5.00 plus 75c handling
each.
Name___________________________________________________
Address ________ _____ _____________
--------------------- -------------------------------Zip--------------------------Send to: Maine Skull & Antler Trophy Club
c/o Richard Arsenault, RFD 3, Gorham, Me. 04038
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BONDED BRAKE SHOES
AND PADS

PERMANENT |
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^K9 - 850 watt

*3"

DAYCO

BOOSTER
CABLES

CORPORATION

BAR

• FAN BELTS
• RADIATOR HOSES

CHAIN
OIL

DAYCO HEATER HOSE

CUT TO EXACT LENGTHS

$2.89

Solid Copper Wire

Start At

Only

ONE
GALLON

List price $28.36
ONLY $18.90

$9oo

with
exduRge

anti-freeze

and summer coolant

FOR MOST
CARS

UNDER

HOSE CLAMPS
MANY SIZES

*3.47set

ONE GALLON

RADIATOR CHEMICALS

Rebuilt
STARTERS • ALTERNATORS GENERATORS
QUALITY PRODUCTS - LOW PRICES

V W and other foreign units available

•Fast Flush
• Sealer
• Anti - Rust

$1.29
99C
99C

12 oz. - EASY TQ USE
THIS BATTERY HAS GUTS

36 Month
48 Month
60 Month

90
D-l
Free
replace -

Warranty

IGNITION-LIST LESS 40-45%
ANTI-FREEZE TESTER
Only 59C
CALL US FOR

CON
AUTO PARTS
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Sportsman’s
Calendar

We also compete in classes
using the shooters class at the
start of the year. This year’s
winners were:

John Higgins

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

CAROL THERMOSTATS
FOR MOST CARS
UNDER $2 00

16.50
<Mcl>ange
Tull siM ba<teriec
3 GRADES - START AT ONLY M2.2S
SNOWMOBILE BATTERY - Only *30.50

EXACT PRICES AND AVAILABILITY FOR YOUR CAR
BIDDEFORD FORTLAND SO FORTLAND
BRUNSWKK AUGUSTA BREWER

IN LEWISTON: Kt. MITCHELL, INC.
IN N.H.: CHAMP AUTO PAETS

STORE HOURS
MON. FRI 9 to 8
SAT. 8 to 5
SUN. 8 to 1

■
■
I
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|
I
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Quality Fishing Area On Union River
On September 19, at the
Council
Chambers,
Ellsworth
City Hall, a public hearing was
held to consider a, “Quality
Fishing Area,” on the West
Branch of the Union River in
Hancock County. This chapter
was 100 percent in favor of the
proposal. During October we
received word from Regional
Fisheries Biologist, Ron Brokaw,
Machias,
that
Commissioner
Glenn Manuel had approved the
proposal. When the 1980 open
water
fishing season
rolls
around, for the first time in the
history of the state, a river will
have a lures and flies only, no
live bait of any kind, and all fish
must be released, area. This
section of the river that this area
will cover will be from the
Tannery Loop Falls, upstream to
where Dutton Pond Stream
outlet flows into the West
Branch, approximately 2*/z miles

BUY
TRADE
SELL

will be involved. Dennis Smith,
Mt. Desert Island, a member of
the Inland Fisheries Advisory
Board, deserves most of the
credit for getting this proposal
passed.
Fisheries
Biologist,
Fred
Kircheis, will be our guest
speaker in December. Fred has
brought
back
very
valuable
information
conserving
the
Sunapee Trout from his trip to
Sawtooth Lake, Idaho. This
chapter sponsored the trip last
September. More on his findings
in a latter column.
If you want to know anything
and everything about black bears
in Maine, who would you ask?
Roy D. Hugie, that’s who, he is
the
Assistant
Big
Game
Research Leader, Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
For a change of pace, Roy was
our guest speaker in October.
Any sports club, who would like

MONTSWEAG
VALLEY
GUN SHOP

COMPLETE GUNSMITHING
REBLUEING and STOCKWORK
REPAIR and SIGHTWORK
'
CUSTOM GUN CABINETS
CHECKERING and CARVING

JERRY GRENIER
RFD # 3
Box 309A
Wiscasset, Maine 04578
TELEPHONE 207-882-5506

to have a very interesting
program, I would like to suggest
contacting Roy at the University
of Maine, Orono. You won’t be
sorry. The state of Maine has a
very valuable man dedicated to
the research of the black bear.
On October 23rd, at the Silent
Woman Restaurant, Waterville,
a pre-election meeting was held
to present the names of nominees
for the Maine State Council of
Trout Unlimited. For the office
of National Director: Harold
Freidman,
Sebago
Chapter;
Chairman: William Deveau and
Earl
Eastwood,
Sunkhaze
Stream Chapter; Vice Chairman:
Paul
Wiegleb,
Duck
Trap
Chapter, and Cameron Clark,
Sebago
Chapter;
Secretary:
Everett Spencer, Merrymeeting
Bay Chapter; Treasurer: Ken
Arndt, Aroostook Chapter; and
Wayne
Johnson,
Sebago
Chapter. The following names
were suggested by the Carrie
Stevens Chapter, although no
specific office was proposed: Jim
Cieslak, Dave Allen Jr., Bob
Paradis and Gerald Nadeau;
Merrymeeting Bay
Chapter,
Robert
Powers;
Duck Trap
Chapter, David F. Allen. On
December
2nd,
other
nominations from the floor will
be accepted and elections will
take place.
Scientific Committee Report:
On the second Sunday in Oc
tober, members Earl Eastwood,
Art Howard and this writer,
cleaned the outlet of Young’s
Pond in Hancock County. This is
the same outlet that this chapter
has been taking care of for the
past four years. At the end of the
200 foot section involved in the
clean-up there is a screen, or I
should say there was a screen.
This screen will be replaced in
the very near future.
Ground work for a new project
has been started. The repair of
Collar Brook barrier dam. This
brook is the outlet of Riff Pond in
Hancock County. The dam was
originally built to prevent warm
water species from Great Pond
filtering through.
Regional
Fisheries Biologist, Ron Brokaw,

Is There A Young Hunter On
Your Christmas Gift List?
Here’s a gift that will make his
days until next hunting season
pass quicker — THE MAINE
SPORTSMAN BOOK OF DEER
HUNTING.
There is no better way for the
young hunter to learn the tech
niques and traditions of deer hunt
ing in Maine. There are many illus
trations and clear, easy-to-read
text in the MAINE SPORTSMAN
BOOK OF DEER HUNTING.
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Stream
Chapter
Roger D’Errico
is planning to net Riff Pond next
summer before we get the goahead.
Our annual fall fishing trip, the
last week-end in September, was
again a big hit among the
members. Brassua Camp Ground
was our home for three days, and
needless to say the foliage was at
its peak. Hank Dinkins lucked
out on the East Outlet just below
the dam with a 3 pound land
locked salmon; Joe Bertoloccini
slipped a net under a 1 pound, 14
ounce
brookie;
Jeff Strout
released an 18 inch brookie; and
this writer took a 13 inch, 1
pound brookie that took a Moose
River Special. The trout took the
streamer so hard that the point
of the hook exited just below the
eye causing extensive bleeding.
It was the first time I had used
the fly and the first cast.
The Trout Unlimited-Pepsi
Cola Fishing Contest for 1979 is
now history. The following is a
list of the first place winners:
1. Atlantic Salmon: 19 lbs.,
Penobscot
River,
Freeman
Forbes Jr., Falmouth.
2. LL Salmon: Fly; 4 lbs.-4
ozs.,
W.Br. Penobscot, Ray
Stout, Bangor; Open; 8 lbs.-8
ozs., W.Br. Penobscot, Peter
Quirion, Lincoln.
3. Brook Trout: Fly; 2 lbs.-14

ozs., Hopkins Pond, Bill Demaso,
Bangor; Open; 8 lbs.-8 ozs.,
Chase
Pond,
Bob
Foster,
Howland.
4. Brown T'out: Fly; 1 lb.-12
ozs., W.Br. Union River, Nick
Albans, Bangor;
Open; 8 Ibs.-l oz., Harriman
Pond, Curt Overby, E. Holden.
5. Togue: Open; 18 lbs.-2 ozs.,
E. Grand, Peter I. Tripp, Frank
fort.
6. Largemouth Bass: Open; 4
lbs.-8 ozs., Wilton Lake, Harold
Newcomb, Livermore Falls.
7. Smallmouth Bass: Fly; 2
lbs., Pushaw Lake, Stephen
Albans, Bangor; Open: 3 lbs.-6
ozs., W. Grand, Scott Kull,
Rayland, Ohio.
8. Pickerel: Fly; 1 lb.-12 ozs.,
Middle Br. Union River, Roger
D-Errico, Brewer.
9. White Perch: Open; 2 lbs.,
Beech Hill, Dr. Michael Majka,
Orono.

The following entry does not
have a category in the contest
and the application was sent in
just for fun, however, let me
note here that the catch was
made. Eel: 4 lbs.-8 ozs., 4 feet-11
inches, Boyd Lake, Bill Rhodes,
Brewer.
Bill took this monster on a
Rooster Tail with worms.

LIVE BAIT
Shiners, Suckers, Nightcrawlers
Tommy Cods Wholesale
Complete line of fly tying materials.
Bulk Feathers, Tools and Accessories
Topographical & Depth Maps
Powered Ice Augers, Ice Fishing Tackle, Ammo
Yarns For the Ladies

DAG’S BAIT SHOP
Corner of Minot & Towle, Auburn
Open 4:30 a.m. to 10 p.m.-7 days — Tel. 207-783-0388

■

DEER
HUNTING

Send your order today to have the book for Christmas Gift Giving. The book contains 22
chapters of solid information about deer hunting. From pre-season preparation to cooking
venison, it is all here, written by experienced deer hunters and guides from Maine who fill their
deer tags year after year. Advice on guns, clothing and equipment, how to use a deer stand, still
hunting and snow tracking, how and where to hunt the vast northern zone, how to locate the
trophy of a lifetime and more.
Please send me ____ copies of THE MAINE SPORTSMAN BOOK of DEER
HUNTING at $4.50 each (Maine residents include .25 sales tax and handling)

NAME__________________________ _________.
ADDRESS _______________________________
____________________________ ZIP___________

Sunkhaze

Mail to:
Maine Sportsman
Box 507
Yarmouth, Me 04096
Make checks or money orders payable to MAINE SPORTSMAN

FOR THE MAN
WHO HAS EVERYTHING.
HERE'S EVERYTHING ELSE
GIFT CERTIFICATE

cap
A HOLIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE

From
□ONSUMER

QUTO

DARTS

CALL US OR STOP IN FOR DETAILS

CONSUMER

BIDDEFORD PORTLAND SO. PORTLAND
BRUNSWICK AUGUSTA BREWER
BANGOfc WATERVILLE PRESQUE |jLE

AUTO PARTS

IN LEWISTON: R.l. MITCHELL, INC
IN N.H. . CHAMP AUTO PARTS
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Try Ogunquit’s December Browns
Mother Nature continues to
draw us to the field for her of
ferings are many. And for the
pure at heart December is one of
the most productive months of
the calendar for southern Maine
sportsmen and particularly so for
area fishermen.
Fishermen you say! As a rule
the month of November is one of
the most productive for salt
water brown trout anglers. But
warmer
than
normal
water
temperatures in the Ogunquit
River slowed action until after
Thanksgiving; according to area
fishery biologists some fine sea
run browns should be available
this month.
I have mentioned southern
Maine’s sea-run brown trout
fishery only sporadically in past
columns, and from the amount of
correspondance I have received
there appears to be a great deal
of interest in the resource. I have
fished for them and have found
the saltwater species far more
exciting and less selective than
its freshwater brother.
Unlike the inland trutta the
sea-run species is not necessarily
nocturnal. They will readily feed
and thus accept proper offerings
whenever * their
appetite
demands. While not as many fish
as we would like to see are taken,
far more are seen than on a
freshwater stream supporting
the same number of trout.
However, these fish are still of
the trutta genus and must be
respected
and
challenged
properly if success is to be ex
pected.
Like all fishermen, the sea-run
brown angler has his special fly
or lure
which
has
proven
productive to him, but we must
keep in mind what these fish are
feeding on and offer an artificial
twin. From what I have been
able to ascertain thus far, small
shrimp, sand eels and amphipods
and very small bait fish such as
herring, pollock and smelt when
available are all popular feed.
Sea-run browns will literally eat
anything that is easy to catch and
readily at hand; rarely will they
exercise their strength in pursuit
of food.
With
this
in
mind,
fly
fishermen should utilize small
streamer or bucktail patterns
(size 10-12) in color combinations

Southern

Sebago
Al Raychard
69 Water St.
Saco 04072
I was present at the salmon
stripping on the Panther River in
Raymond last month. You would
have to see some of the fish to
really appreciate the job fishery
personnel have done to bring
Sebago back to healthy levels; a
number of four-pound examples
were seen, but all the fish were
in fine shape. It only goes to
show what feed will do for a lake.

If those fish were any in
dication of what is to come
Sebago will be experiencing
some fine seasons in the years
ahead. But the biologists have
done their job; now it is time to
do ours.

As many of you may know
there’s a good chance the length
limits on salmon and lake trout
will be increased to 16 inches and

of gray, black, white and brown.
Standard patterns such as the
Gray Ghost and Black Ghost tied
on
small
hooks
have
been
productive; keep them small,
however.

Patterns with flashy tinsel
bodies seem to be popular as
well. One experienced fly caster
on the Ogunquit utilizes Black
Nose Dace type flies and does
very well. I personally like a
simpler fly; a number 10 or 12
stainless steel hook carrying
some white bucktail topped by
brown or black bucktail and a
tinsel body. You might want to
try three strands of peacock herl
instead of the dark bucktail
although I believe the deer hair
of better movement in the water.

Wildlife Reports
Published
—
Anyone
interested
in
Maine’s two big game species,
and/or Maine’s migratory game
birds, will find good reading
inside the covers of two new
booklets
available from
the
Maine Fish and Wildlife Dept.
The booklet entitled “1978 —
Big Game Project Report,”
contains 28 pages of abundant
details on the 1978 deer and bear
hunting seasons. It presents an
analysis of the hunting con
ditions, biological data on the
harvested
animals,
and
in
formation
on
the
hunters
themselves.
The booklet was authored by
Dr. Chester F. Banasiak, big
game project leader, and his
assistants Roy D. Hugie, Gerald
R. Lavigne, and Karen I. Morris.
The information contained in
the report is collected and
analyzed annually as part of the
Wildlife Division’s continuing
assessment of the status of
various game species.
The 24-page publication “197879
Migratory
Bird
Project

Report” details current research
and management activities on
behalf of ducks, geese and
woodcock. Included are sections
on census and inventory, ban
ding activities, hunting season
reviews, and other subjects
related to these species.
The booklet also presents a
summary of work being done to
protect Maine’s coastal bird
nesting islands.
Colonies of
seabirds that annually visit
certain islands for nesting are
considered vulnerable due to
increasing
development and
recreational pressures on these
islands.

The booklet was written by
Howard E. Spencer, Jr., leader
of
the
Wildlife
Division’s
migratory
bird
project and
Patrick 0. Corr and Alan E.
Hutchinson,
Spencer’s
assistants.
Copies of these booklets are
available at no charge from the
Maine Fish and Wildlife Dept.,
284 State St., Sta. No. 41,
Augusta, ME 04333.

Fishermen using hardware are
recommended to offer small
Mooselook
and
other silver
wobblers.
Both fraternities, however,
should hit the river at either
dead low tide or for during the
hour just before or after that
time. Work your offerings slowly
through the apparent pools and
do not let foul weather keep you
home. Some of the best action
has been received on foggy,
overcast and stormy days. And
remember assist the fishery to
maintain itself; release what you
catch!
♦ ♦ ♦

Of course rabbit hunting will
prevail
this
month.
The
population still appears to be low
in many areas, but I did scare a
few during the deer season. If I
had to recommend a given locale
for best results it would be in the
coastal
towns
particularly
around Biddeford Pool, Ken
nebunk and areas south. Inland
towns such as Dayton and
Waterboro will show results, but
as the winter progresses coastal
areas
will
dominate
the
production.

18 inches respectively next year,
with the bag limit being in
aggregate of 5 fish. We must
ALL respect these enactments
with the thought that they are
intended to protect the smaller
fish inhabiting the lake.
Many of us must abandon the
philosophy of fishing to put meat
on the table; fishing today is a
sport and must be accepted as
such. If you catch a short fish,
release it carefully knowing it
will grow and will be there for
another day. That is our greatest
contribution
to our
sport;
carefully releasing short fish and
those we do not want.
If Sebago is to continue of
fering the salmon and togue
many of us saw this past season
we all must become not better
fishermen but better sportsmen!

Creative
Maine
Taxidermy
is accepting:

Gameheads
Fish
Upland Birds
Waterfowl &
Small Mammals
SEE MY WORK BEFORE YOU DECIDE
• all mounts professionally prepared for years of
enjoyment.
• wide variety of woods, panels, finishes, and brass
plates to compliment any trophy.

• TANNING SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11 A.M.-9 P.M.

CALL BEFORE COMING

RFD 1, KENNEBUNK, ME. 04043 TEL. (207) 499-2680

♦ ♦ ♦

FISHERMAN’S LOGS
These handsome 9x6
hard covered logs lets the
fisherman record all the
necessary information he
or she wants for future
pleasure. Gives you: Date,
Locality, Weight, Water
Conditions, Length, Tem
perature, Rod, Reel, Line,
Leader, Lure, Anglers, No.
Killed, No. Released,
Comments. 64 pages with
space for photos. Deluxe
Ed. (as shown) $6.95 ea.
Please add $1.00 for post
age and handling.

AN EXCELLENT CHRISTMAS GIFT
SPORTING LOGS

DEPT. MS12

Box 193, Wellesley Hills, Mass. 02181
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Moosehead Gears Up for Winter
Never
before
has
the
Moosehead region been better
prepared for a winter of outdoor
activities. This year the area
boasts a 200-mile maintained
snowmobile trail system which
stretches from the border of
Baxter
State Park
through
Greenville, Rockwood, Jackman
and into Quebec, Canada. A
snowmobiler’s dream and a cross
country skier’s paradise all in

one.
Ice
fishing
season
on
Moosehead Lake will again start
in January, which will give us
another three month season. The
past two years have had a
January opening with several
excellent
catches
reported
during the month.
Usually the ice on Moosehead
is safe by the first of the year,
but extreme care should be taken
when venturing out on this large
lake because there are sections
that are not usually safe until
later in the month.
The snowmobile trails com
bined with Squaw Mountain’s
downhill ski trails and the
regions cross country ski trails
along with the regions ice fishing
season will keep any winter
outdoors person busy.
With the rising popularity of
snowmobiling and crosg country
skiing more people than ever are
getting out and enjoying our
coldest season. Most people
venture out into the Moosehead
wilderness
for
day
trips
originating from one of the
several lodges in the region, but
there are a growing number of
winter campers. There are more
than a few people who choose to
venture out and camp in the
winter back country.

Winter camping is not new to
the Moosehead-Allagash region,

but many of the people deciding
to try it are. Winter is a beautiful
time of year in Northwestern
Maine, but the weather can be
harsh at times. Winter tem
peratures can range from fairly
warm 30-45 degree days to nasty
minus 35 degree days with wind
chill factors in the minus 60 area.
Anyone planning an overnight
camping trip in the winter
wilderness should always plan
and pack for the worst possible
conditions.
Whether
snowmobiling,
skiing
or
snowshoeing, never head out on
an extended trip alone. Those
that ^o are asking for serious
trouble. A snowmobile can get a
long way into the back woods and
decide to break down, resulting
in a long walk home.
Another area of concern for
the winter camper is the quality
of the equipment being used. A
good sleeping bag (Polarguard or
down) is a must as is a good tent
with a fly and good wool clothes.
Wool will keep you warm even
when wet which is extremely
important.
Moisture can be a problem in
winter.
Perspiration
and
moisture in socks and clothes will
freeze, making their insulating
value useless. Nothing is more
uncomfortable than
walking
around with frozen feet and
clothes.
Hyperthermia (lowering of the
body temperature) caused by
prolonged
exposure
to the

elements
is
another serious
consideration for the winter
sportsman. This condition is
usually brought on by wet
clothes and cold temperatures.
Once the body cools below 94
degrees death is not far away. It
is very important to travel in
groups of at least three people in
case someone is hurt. One person

PAUL CANTIN
CHEVROLET
1980 CHEVY 4x4

1980 1/2 ton 4x4, 6 cyl., 4 sp. Black
w/carmine interior, power steering,
stock #073
Regular price 7997.00

came across two men early one
morning who had walked from
Duck Cove 13 miles to Rock
wood. One of them was waving a
bottle of whisky and calling out
for help. They had managed to
get their truck stuck in a wrinkle
in the ice the day before and with
no equipment for camping and
not enough gas to keep the motor
running, they decided to walk for
help. They were lucky that the
weather was fairly mild at the
time.
Just remember, the future
favors the well prepared. If you
are
planning an outing at
Moosehead this year be prepared
for the weather.

Sale Price

$6432

SSNMn
CHEVROLET Inc.
(207) 784 - 4 0 3 5

Auburn, Maine 04210

Moosehead-Allagash
John Williard Jr.
Box 81, Rockwood 04478
people in the area that know
Maine’s largest lake as well. Jim
Heggarty
of Jackman
has
reported a good bear hunting
year and predicts a better season
next year due to a healthy bear
population which has plenty of
food.

**♦

By the time this column
reaches the press I will be in
Colombia, South America where
I will be working at a fishing
lodge for the winter. While I

Deer season has been good this
year despite the warm weather.
Several whitetail have been
spotted although a good clear
shot is sometimes hard to find in
these
thick
Western
Maine
woods. Several large bucks over
200 pounds have been taken so
far in the region.
Keith Hodsdon of Chairback
Mountain Camps on Long Pond,
Southeast of Greenville informs
me that his camps will be open
year round from now on. His
lodge and cabins which are
located on the Appalachian Trail
will be operated throughout the
winter
months
with
cross
country skiing the major at
traction. From this beautiful
mountain lodge skiers can take
day trips to Gulf Hagus and ski
several
mountains
in
this
beautiful Appalachian chain.
The
Blue
Ridge
Riders
snowmobile club in Rockwood
has informed me that they will be
holding three races this winter
with one oval race and two
“Kineo 100” races. The dates will
be January 19-20, February 2-3,
and March 1-3. For more in
formation contact Blue Ridge
Riders, Rockwood, Maine 04478.
Joe King of Rockwood will
again be offering his ice fishing
services on Moosehead Lake this
year with ice fishing houses at
the mouth of Moose River and at
several locations in the Mt.
Kineo
area.
Joe
has
been
operating these services on the
lake for several years now and I
am sure that there are few

TEL. 448-2909

Fly tying and rod building
supplies for that fisherman
at Xmas. Glass, super glass,
graphite and bamboo
blanks in all sizes or as
finished rods. All compo
nents to complete rods.
Special — Graphite Rods
$55.00
Factory Built Fenwick
Graphite Rods $85.00
Custom Built Graphite
Rods $75.00
Custom Built Fenwick
Glass Rods $35.00
Fly Tying Kits From $9.95
to $49.50.
Vises, tools, saddle hackle,
game cock necks, hooks, tin
sel, chenille, floss. You name
it, we have it.
Stop and see our “Antique
Rod Shop.” We will be on
“Woods & Waters” on Channel
10 this winter.

don’t usually leave during the
winter months this was one
opportunity which could not be
passed up.
While I am away there will be
four guest columns pertaining to
the Moosehead-Allagash region
from
various
knowledgeable
people in the area with ex
periences in the Moosehead area.
Any response or comments can
be mailed to my address. Have a
good winter.

Fishing the

MOOSEHEAD - ALLAGASH
NOTES

ROUTE #1 WESTON, ME.
OVERLOOKING EAST GRAND
LAKE

We have only a limited supply of these trucks — Hurry while this
selection is at its best. Come in today.

946 Center Street

can go for help and one can stay
with the injured person to keep
him warm. The human body can
lose heat extremely fast at minus
30 degrees.
Two years ago in February I

Allagash

The lakes of the Allagash region provide good
angling for native brookies and lake trout. Cham
berlain and Telos lakes are open for restricted use of
outboards and boats. All of the upper lakes and the
Allagash River require canoes. On these waters you
may use an outboard of ten horse or less. (Photo by
Dave O'Connor)
The
Allagash
Wilderness
Waterway is nationally known
for canoeing. It should also be
thought of as some of the best
lake and brook trout water in the
northeast. Nearly half of the
ninety odd miles of the Allagash
is lake surface and not river.
Chamberlain, Eagle, Churchill,
Umsaskis,
Telos,
and Long
Lakes are top trolling country.
New this year is a regulation that
togue (lakers) must be 18 inches
in length.
While the fly fisherman with
streamers can do well on togue at
ice out, the remainder of the
openwater days are better filled
deep trolling with downriggers,
wire or lead line. Live bait is not
restricted and is the favorite of
native anglers when used with a
large, single spoon in copper
tones.
Best
brookie
waters are
Churchill and Eagle lakes. Try
the islands, gravel bars and the
inlets, especially Soper Brook in

Eagle.
There

are

no

landlocked

salmon in the upper Allagash.
It is canoes only from Lock
Dam on Chamberlain Lake on
through to where the Allagash

joins the St. John River at
Allagash Village. No canoe can

have an outboard of more than 10
horse. Chamberlain and Telos
lakes are under no special
regulations for boating.

Camping
is
allowed
throughout
the
Allagash
Waterway
but
consider
it
wilderness tenting with no ac
cess and no services. There is a
nominal fee per night.
Allagash Lake is perhaps the
least used lake in the system.
Part of the reason is that access
is difficult via a small stream.
There is also a special regulation
outlawing all motors (chainsaws
included) and requiring the use
of canoes. Brook trout and lakers
are plentiful due to an adequate
amount of deep, well-oxygenated

water.
Best bet to reach the Allagash
Waterway is via the “Golden
Road,” a private logging road
starting in Millinocket. You can
also drive to Telos Landing by
taking Route 11 from Patten and
pass through the Mattagamon
and Telos Gate of Baxter Park.
The latter route if free access
while the Millinocket logging
road access has a scaled fee
system per vehicle. A standard
automobile will have no difficulty
traversing either road.
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Smelting and Rabbits Up North

/

’Twas the night before
Saturday and all through the
house not a creature was
stirring, not even the cat. To cut
a long story — everyone was
asleep. When out at the front
door there appeared such a
clatter I knew in a moment it
must be, Hal, my hunting part
ner. It was time to get to work.
To get up and go get the bacon.
Although, in this instance the
bacon was rabbit.
Hal and I have worked
together for many years. Our
partnership has lasted through
fat times and lean. Years ago we
made an agreement that our
partnership would be strictly
business. That we would work,
that is, work at the sport of
hunting and fishing. And not to
fraternize off the job. 1T0 date we
have held to this pact and only
associate from May 1st through
the end of April.
It didn’t take me long to dress,
gather my gear. Off we went to
grab a donut and to fill the coffee
thermos at the local all-night
donut shop. We decided to hunt
in the Parem-Wade area. We’ve
always has good luck hunting in
the patchy dense and open
growth along the edges of fields.
This type of area is excellent for
snowshoes.
As the station wagon rolled to
a stop the rising sun illuminated
the cloud cover with alternating
bands of pink and stone-gray.
Snow was in the offing. Although
we had snowshoes, the ac
cumulation wasn’t sufficient to
warrant lashing these tennis
rackets to our boots. We entered
the growth and hunted along the
edge. Hal followed the field edge
about five yards in. I walked
along parallel to my partner.
About 25 yards separated us as
we moved slowly, pausing often.
It is important to be in view of
the other for obvious reasons. A
shot is never taken without the
other knowing in advance. When
a rabbit is spotted, the direction
of its movement is called out,
because the other hunter might
have a better shot.
By walking a few steps at a
time then pausing to survey the
ground in all directions we are
able to get close usually without
spooking the quarry. Hal spotted
the first white rabbit sitting
motionless under a spruce tree.
He called to me, I responded. He
then took aim and fired. The
report of the .22 sounded muffled
in the snow covered landscape.
We both walked to the downed
rabbit. As he cleaned the first
kill of the day he murmured how
using a .22 was a guarantee that
no meat was lost due to holes in
the carcass. When a rabbit is
jumped and starts to run, a
whistle usually stops it long
enough for a standing shot.
The rabbit was quickly cleaned
and cooled by filling the body
cavity with snow. As we con
tinued the hunt the snow was
replaced several times ’til the
body cooled. Then it was placed
in a game bag. I jumped the next
rabbit twice, but it wouldn’t stop
for the “ole whistle trick.” Then I
spotted one standing up on its
hind legs stretching for a better
look at me. It was an easy head
shot taken at a distance of 30 feet
or so.
The time was 9:30 when we
stopped for a hot cup of coffee.
We each had two rabbits. As we
were discussing the morning’s
events Hal started to chuckle.
Naturally I asked the reason.
“Why, because I’m thinkin’ of
that first rabbit I shot. The big
one. A buck ya know an’ an old
one too. I can tell he’s old by the

way his hide came off. A young
rabbit’s hide comes off easy an’
it’ll tear easy too. But this one’s
skin is tough enough to cover a
baseball!” It wasn’t like Hal to
volunteer so much information.

“I guess you’ll have to let him
age a few days to get the
gameness and tough out of him,”
says I.
“Nope. In fact, right now, if I
had the fixin’ an’ a fire permit I’d
cook that rabbit.” An’ it would be
good. Why, you know about that
recipe. Why just take an’ cut the
meat off the bones, cut in pieces,
to about one inch chunks. Do the
same to the heart an’ kidneys
(they have a thin membrane that
just peels off). Dice the liver.
Dump all of it into a hot fry pan
that has enough salt pork to
brown the meat. I always like to
cut up an onion an’ have that
along with the brownin’. Then I
put a soup can each of cream of
mushroom an’ cream of celery
over it all. I always add 3 or 4
tablespoons of water too. My
oven’s hot enough at 375
degrees. So in it goes. About 45
minutes later out comes a rabbit
that is tender, all covered in a
tasty thick gravy ready to serve.
Now Holub you remember that
one! Anyway, coffee break’s
over. Time to get back to work.”

And so we did. As we worked
our way along a gentle westerly
wind pushed a few flakes of snow
in our faces. By 1 p.m. the snow
was coming from the north. The
wind wasn’t as gentle as it had
been. It was a good day’s hunt.
So was the season. I have noticed
more rabbits this fall. This could
be a good season too.
As we drove through the
drifting snow that afternoon Hal
said, “Don’t think you’re finished
workin’ yet. We have to be ready
for tomorrow if this storm breaks

an’ the barometer starts to rise.
If it does the sun will be out
tomorrow. The ice is thick
enough an’ we could catch
ourselves a nice mess o’smelts!
We gotta get rigged up tonight!”
And get rigged up we did. The
sky cleared sometime during the
night. The morning sun glistened
on 6 inches of new snow.
We decided to* fish locally so
we headed for Squa Pan Lake.
Although at this time of the year
smelt fishing is good in any lake
with a decent smelt population.
Smelt fishing is at its best from
the time the ice cover will safely
support a man (mid December)
through the end of the month.
Include New Year’s Day if it’s
not too cold. When it’s very cold
the fish will not bite.

A REMINDER. It happens
almost every year. A vehicle is
driven on to the ice too soon.
Snowmobiles have been known
to stir up the bottom also.
We took my pickup since it had
the Squa Pan Outing Club pass
glued on the side vent window.
The club maintains the road
summer and winter. Passes can
be gotten at Brazier’s store on
the Haystack Road in Mapleton.
We arrived at 9 p.m. and the sun
was well up. Well, up fairly well.
We weren’t the only ones with
the idea of catching a few smelt.
There were two portable one
man ice houses and three others
fishing the way we intended to,
by cutting a single hole through
the ice and using the sky as a
canopy.

Our fishing gear consisted of a
10-pound test braided hand line,
a clincher sinker placed at the
end of the line and a No. 8 long
shanked hook. The snell is tied to
a blood dropper loop about 10

DERBY WINS
AT HERMON
These three dogs went
south with me last winter.

Northern
Aroostook
John Holub
Westfield 04787

inches above the sinker. The bait
is a piece of smelt.
We walked onto the ice and
said our hellos to the others
fishing. Then to the business at
hand. It was a simple matter to
cut two holes in the clear 51/?
inches of ice. I cut the holes while
Hal baited up. He gave me the
best part from the smelt he had
kept in his freezer all year, the
throat. We eased our lines in and
slowly lowered the bait toward
bottom. The others had been
catching fish since daybreak. My
line touched bottom. I waited a
few moments then started the
retrieve. Traditionally, fishing
for smelt has been in the old lake
bed for a reason. That’s where
one will catch the most smelt. I
say the old lake bed because
Squa Pan is a dammed body of

water. When the cork was put in
the dam the original body was
covered with many feet of water.
The lake reached new levels with
the dam-up. Squa Pan is also a
damned body of water to fish
most of the time. I think I’d
better drop this dam thing and
get on with this column.
As I was slowly retrieving my
line it started to move to one
side, indicating a smelt had taken
the bait. Quickly I gave a sharp
yank to set the hook and hauled
smoothly, hand over hand. And
so the day went. The fishing was
steady. We came away with
about V3 of a gallon each. While
returning to Presque Isle we
both agreed that it would be a
grand supper if freshly caught
smelt were on the menu. And it
was.

CAP’N LARRY
is Central Maine’s
largest firearms
dealer
we will
BUY, SELL OR TRADE
See us now!
Cap’n Larry now
features the largest
inventory of rare
and collectible fire
arms. He will buy,
sell or trade

Walking Shooting Dogs
Going South
Jan. 1, 1980

For 2 months of Winter Training
I have openings for a few more dogs in my limited string.
Contact:

ROBERT PAUCEK
Box 14, Bar-Mills, Me. 04004
Tel. 929-5111

AROOSTOOK
COUNTY
Bear Mountain
Lodge
Smyrna Mills, Me. 04780 Tel. 207-528-2124.
Located 12 miles north of Patten, Maine on scenic Route 11.
Housekeeping cabins available for bear hunters, fishermen,
and vacationers from May thru October. One cabin located
on beautiful Rockabema Lake.
Bear Hunts — May-October — Fishing — May thru
September — Grouse & Woodcock Hunting — October —
Deer & Bear (Archery) — October — Deer & Bear (Rifle) —
November.
Accommodations and guides available for moose hunting in
September - 1980.
All cabins fully equipped for any size party. Brochure and
references on request.

CARROLL P. GEROW
Registered Maine Guide and Outfitter

SPORTS CENTER
65 Nforth River Road
Auburn. Maine

Telephone: 782-6481

YOU NEED
SAM
NEEDS YOU
The best sportsmen in Maine wear the SAM symbol.
They are proud to show they support the only organi
zation in Maine dedicated to protecting the rights and
interests of hunters, fishermen, trappers, snowmobilers and other sportsmen.
The anti-sportsman threat is growing in Maine.
With your help SAM will be strong enough to protect
our traditional outdoor sports.
Yes, I want to help protect our outdoor heritage
Individual membership $6 per year
□ Family membership $10 per year (include names of all
direct family members.
NAME _____________ ___________
ADDRESS ____________________

ZIP___________________________________ _______________
TEL. NO. _________________
send to: SAM, Box 2783, Augusta, Maine 04330
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Low Impact Canoe Camping
I browse around our school
library quite often looking for
anything new or something I
may have missed before. The
word canoe or a jacket with the
picture of one catches my eye. I
have either read or scanned
through most of the how-to
manuals on canoeing and canoe
camping. My overall impression
of them is good, but there’s not
much sense in reading more than
one of them — they are all pretty
much alike.
To give the authors of these
books their due I would say that
while they are probably ex
perienced in canoeing, I think

perhaps they are a bit more
experienced at writing. I don’t
mean this to sound all bad. A
person with one canoe trip under
his belt can tell an awful lot to
someone with none. A person
with 50 years of canoe tripping
can tell all of us something. I
picked up a book the other day
written by such a man.
The title is The Big Wilderness
Canoe Manual, and it was
written by Bob Cary of Ely,
Minnesota. The publisher was
David McKay Company, Inc.,
New York.
The subtitle of the book reads:
“A Veteran Guide and Outfitter
Tells You All Abdut Camping,
Paddling, and Voyaging in the
Spirit of the New Outdoor
Ethic.” That last line, “New
Outdoor Ethic,” caught my eye.
It refers mostly to low impact
camping. Cary deals with this in
the first chapter in which he

Canoe Country

Gil Gilpatrick, RFD #1, Fairfield, Maine 04937

Low impact camping means, among other things,
settingup tents without trenching around them.

describes
the
invisible
canoeman. He points out that the
idea of leaving no trace dates
back
to
early
wilderness
travelers whose lives may have
depended on their ability to leave
no trail that could be followed by
less than friendly Indians. The
idea today, of course, is to
preserve
the
wilderness
character, not just for those
following in a day or so, but for
future generations as well.
Many of our canoe campsites in
Maine are so heavily used that it
has become necessary to provide
a table, permanent fireplace with
cooking grill and in some cases,
an outhouse. The outhouse is not
the unnecessary luxury it may at

first seem to be. If any of you
traveled the Allagash a year or
two before they installed them
there you know what I mean.
What a mess!
These permanent campsites
are the answer to heavy use I
think. That is, providing they are
reasonably maintained. The ones
on the Allagash are extremely
well taken care of. The Forest
Service sites are looked after
pretty well considering that
these people have a million other
things to do during the summer
season. Unfortunately for Maine
canoeists, the organization called
North Maine Woods has taken
over many of the riverside
campsites
from
the
Forest

HUNTING FOR
A CHRISTMAS GIFT?

Servicer If a North Maine Woods
representative
visits
these
campsites during the course of a
summer it is a surprise to me
because there is no evidence of
it. Rest assured though, there

will

be a NMW representative
around to collect a fee for using
“their river.”
The chapter in Cary’s book
called “Fast Water” is the one
that convinced me that he has
the experience that the jacket
information says he has. A lot of
the current crop of canoe writers
would have you believe that you
cannot call yourself a canoeist
unless you paddle 50 miles out of
your way to run every impossible
bit of white water available, and
with a fully loaded canoe. Bull!
Any reasonable person can see
the foolishness of risking canoes
and equipment just for an ego
trip through heavy rapids. I
don’t mean that there isn’t a time
for running these stretches, but
the time isn’t when the loss of
gear (not to mention lives) may
mean a miserable and perhaps
dangerous time until civilization
can be reached again.
At times I have been mildly
criticized as a guide for being
over-cautious
in
certain
situations. My guests thought
that I should allow them to run
certain white water because they
felt their ability was up to it.
Most of them are satisfied
though when I point out the
consequences of the possible loss
of canoes and equipment. Every
situation is different and has to
be dealt with as such. As Cary
said: “No one ever drowned on a
portage.”

***

Give a gift subscription to the MAINE SPORTSMAN to the people on your list. Twelve
months of great reading for a low price.
Enclosed Please find $5 for a gift subscription for

will
be
used
in
management plans.

future

and

___________________________ _____ ZIP_________
Make Checks Payable to: MAINE SPORTSMAN, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096

Give a gift subscription to the MAINE SPORTSMAN to the people on your list. Twelve
months of great reading for a low price.
Make Gift Card to Read From
Enclosed Please find $5 for a gift subscription for

NAME ________________ ________________________

WALDOBORO
LOCKERS, INC.
Rte. 32 (Just off Rte. 1)
Waldoboro, Maine
Tel. 832-5501

We process your beef, pork, lamb or deer and you
can rent a locker and store it by the month, six
months, or a year.

ADDRESS ____________________________________
ZIP_________

Make Checks Payable to: MAINE SPORTSMAN, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
Give a gift subscription to the MAINE SPORTSMAN to the people on your list. Twelve
months of great reading for a low price.

Make Gift Card to Read From

NAME_________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________

____________________________,......

— Hunters or trappers may, in
certain areas of Maine, en
counter a coyote, bobcat, fox,
marten, or fisher that has a collar
and/or eartags attached.
These
collars
(35
in
all
throughout
the
state)
are
equipped with radio transmitters
and are being used in a joint
study by the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and
the University of Maine. The
study involves monitoring the
movements of the animals as well
as gathering biological data that

DEERSKIN LEATHER
SHOP

NAME ____________________________________

Enclosed Please find $5 for a gift subscription for

Radio Collar
Lookout

Make Gift Card to Read From

ADDRESS _________________________________

________________________________

In my September column I
wrote about my small canoe that
had been stolen from its place on
a nearby stream. In mid-October
I looked out my living room
window and saw my friend Dick
Mosher driving into my yard
with a very familiar canoe in his

pick-up. She was coming home
after a 14-month absence.
It seems that a neighbor of
ours,
William Wheeler,
had
called Dick over to his place to
help look for a coyote that he had
shot. In the course of searching
and talking he mentioned a canoe
beside
the
stream.
After
Wheeler
mentioned
and
described the canoe several
times it finally dawned on Dick
(he tends to be single-minded,
especially on the subject of
coyotes) that the canoe sounded
familiar, so they went to look at
it. There was no doubt. He
shouldered it and brought it to
me. The thief had removed the
obvious identification marks but
the canoe and paddles were
otherwise none the worse for
wear.
The thief may experience some
of the rage and indignation that I
felt when I discovered the canoe
gone from where I left it. What
he will not feel is the sad
realization that equipment such
as this can no longer be left in the
woods, convenient for future
use. He will not feel it because he
knows he is the cause of it.

ZIP__________

Make Checks Payable to: MAINE SPORTSMAN, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096

Why not browse in our leather shop where we
offer handbags, billfolds, belts, hats, shoes, slip
pers, mocs, and one of the largest inventories of
gloves and mittens (lined and unlined) around.
Also see our assortment of pewter jewelry and
novelties.

Why not pick up a Gift Certificate for Christmas for
that special person.

OPEN Mon. thru Sat. 8:00 to 5:00
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Coyotes Believed Hurting York Deer
The Southern Maine Fish and
Game Club held a running deer
shoot recently in which 65 people
took part.
This was the first time in many
years that the club has held a
shoot, but it turned out to be a
tremendous success and plans for
next year are being formulated
under the guidance of Mike
Martin and Dennis Graffam who
should be commended for their
fine job on this year’s event.
The following is the list of
winners and their prizes.
1st place — Men’s Shoot: Jim
Lewis, Wells, Me., Remington
30-06 rifle.
2nd place — Men’s Shoot:
Vaughn Watson, Sanford, Me.,
Marlin 30-30 rifle.
1st place — Women’s Shoot:
Marlene Huntress, Eliot, Me.,
$50.00 gift certificate.
2nd place — Women’s Shoot:

Vicki Sturtevant, Kittery, Me.,
turkey.
1st place — Kids Shoot: Tim
Hawkes,
Kittery,
Me.,
22
automatic rifle.
2nd place — Kids Shoot: Mike
Barnes, York, Me., turkey.
Door prize:
Mike Barnes,
York, Maine, plus 11 other
turkeys were given away as
prizes for each winner in in
dividual heats.
* * *

Rabbit hunting should
be
excellent
this
winter
as
throughout bird and deer season
we were kicking them out of
every swamp in the area. The
bunny population the last couple
of years seems to have exploded.
Food supplies haven’t been
any
problem
and
hunting
pressure
seems
to
have
decreased. This is probably one
of the main reasons that fox
sightings have also increased.
* ♦ ♦

Without the final count yet in,
my personal view of this past
deer season is that the total kill
will be off and more particularly
in this area the tally will be off by
at least 20 percent.
The weather has to be one of
the
major
factors
for
the
decrease, but also the coyote has
to be considered. No one has said
very much about this new visitor
to our end of the state, but he is
here feeding on deer. Many more
sightings have been reported
this year and one report of three
coyotes running together was
confirmed at the last meeting of
the Southern Maine Fish and
Game Club.
Other evidence includes: Ed
Fremeau, Vice-President of the
club had one come within 20
yards of him, but he could not
shoot. Charlie Bagley a Trustee
of the club found fresh tracks and
droppings with deer hair in
them. Two deer skulls were
found in this same area, but of
course there was no way of
telling how they died.

Of course, none of this proves
they are killing deer, but try to
convince the hunters of this area
differently and you’ll have an
argument on your hands.
One other factor that should be
pointed out is that hunting
pressure was down this year.
Hunters seemed to be in dif
ferent areas than in past years
and not as many people hunting
together. The hunters that I did
run into were heading into their
favorite areas such as swamps
and cranberry bogs when the
deer were high on the ridges.
Food was plentiful up high and
the deer just weren’t moving
unless they were pushed. So
with the deer up high and the
hunters down low you really had
to work to see one, consequently,
the final tally should be less than
last year.

***

One gripe this month is that
the sportsmen of this area are a
little miffed at the Sportsman’s
Alliance of Maine. They feel that
Southern York County was left
out during the recent elections
and
now
they
have
no

representation from their own
area. They feel SAM should have
at least one representative from
each county and that there
should be a shifting of monthly
meeting sites so that each sector
of the state is visited once a year.
For example, a meeting could
be held in Bangor, Portland,
Rumford, and Caribou one year
and in North Berwick, Machias,
Fort Kent, and Farmington the
next. Getting more people in
volved from different areas of
the state certainly couldn’t hurt.
Personally I would like to
know what the membership ratio
is in the Augusta area compared

SPEAR FUR COMPANY
Raw Furs “Needed"
25,000
20,000
15,000
10,000

Muskrats
Raccoons
Red Foxes
Grey Foxes

5,000
2,500
2,000
1,000

Wild Mink
Fisher
Otter
Bobcats

To Fill This Order
WE MUST PAY TOP PRICES!
Write, Call or Ship to:

Bill Spear
3 Old Log Lane
Bellingham, Mass. 02019
Tel. 1-617-966-0190
CHECKS HELD UNTIL OWNER’S APPROVAL

HUNTING DOG
TRAINING CLINIC
Methods of training hunting dogs during winter
weather. Discussions and demonstrations on point
ing, steadiness to wing and shot, retrieving and
basic obedience. Good opportunity to work your
dog during off season. A veterinarian will speak on
first aid in the field. Guest speakers and experienced
trainers on hand.

MERRYMEETING
SPORTSMAN’S CLUB

York County Report

Wayne C. Hooper
50 State St.,
Eliot 03903
to the rest of the state.
I am behind SAM 100% and
always will be but we do need

more input from the whole state
and better coverage throughout
Maine.

207 368-9371

O

THE GATEWAY
DINING, DANCING, COCKTAILS
AND COFFEE SHOP

JUST OFF I-95
AT
JUNCTION 2-7-11-100

NEWPORT, MAINE
04953

NILSON’S
Sport Shop
'426 Main Avenue, Hallowell, Maine
Guns
Ammunition
Reloading
Archery
Decoys

Ice Fishing Tackle
Fly Tying Materials
Down Riggers
Topo^Maps

Tel. 622-0994

cHriens—
NOBODY

DOES IT BETTER!
Ariens Versatile 24" Sno-Thros
Ariens offers a full range of versatile 24
two-stage Sno-Thros, built to handle even the
heaviest snow problem. Three 24 Sno-Thro
models are available, ranging from 5 hp to 8
hp—each cuts a clean, wide 24 path through
snow, fast and easy!
Ariens two-stage snow removal action is
dynamically efficient, and every Ariens SnoThro is loaded with outstanding performance
features for convenience and years of de
pendable snow removal service.
Your Ariens dealer wants to show you

Foreside Road, Topsham. Maine
Sunday, Jan. 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. $1 per person S2 per dog
Sponsored by
North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association
For info
BLAINE CARTER
725-8229
call:
KELLY BRUCE

THE SPORTSMAN’S BELT FOR ALL
SEASONS!
• •
—-The most useful belt around! Made of
top grain leather with a brass spring
snap clasp. It’s attractive enough for
dress wear, but so tough it can even be
used as a dog leash. Rich brown color
softened by hard rubbing — The more
you wear it, the better it looks.

LIBBY’S LAWN & GARDEN
This “Lifetime Belt’’ is only $12.95!
Order yours today! Send Check, Money
Order, VISA or Master Charge to

DIV. LIBBY'S RENT-ALL
RTE. 302. NO. WINDHAM. ME.

MY STORE LEATHERS

OPEN 7:30-5:00 Weekdays

29 Center St. Bath, Me. 04530
Be sure to include your exact waist
measurement.

?

TEL. 892-3251

except Thursdays to 8:00 p.m.
Saturdays 8:00 a m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Basics of Ice Fishing Technique
The interest in ice fishing has
increased in leaps and bounds
during recent years. And why
not? It is a great way to spend a
day in mid-winter.
The equipment necessary to
get an individual involved with
this sport is minimal. You will
need, in addition to hooks, line
lead weights and leader material:
an ice auger, ice skimmer, five
tip-ups, bait bucket, a weight to
sound for bottom and a spud,
which is optional.
Your ice auger is the device
which will be used to make
smooth, round holes in the ice. A
spud can be handy if a large fish
is hooked and it is necessary to
enlarge the hole prior to suc
cessfully landing the fish. It can
also be used to test the depth of
the ice.
After cutting the hole with the
auger, the skimmer can be used
to clear the hole of ice chips,
which will prevent the line from
moving freely.
Generally speaking, mist tipups are constructed so that the
reel
will remain submerged
below the water level, to prevent
it from freezing. They are
designed with a simple trigger
mechanism which is tripped
when a fish tugs*on the line. An
orange or red flag, which is
visible from some distance will
spring up. Each time there is a
flag it does not necessarily mean,
however, that there is a fish on
the line.

Mid-Coastal
Report
Daniel Nein
133 Bridgeton Road
Westbrook 04091
Alford Lake is a popular mid-coast ice fishing spot.

. After a flag has been sighted
there are two schools of thought.
Some fishermen will set the hook
immediately while the fish are
swimming away with the bait;
while others will hesitate, and
set the hook after the fish has
stopped running with the bait.
The most popular all around
bait for winter fishing are
minnows. Care must be taken to
protect these fish from the cold
while on the lake, as in most
cases they are purchased from a
warm bait shop. A dead minnow
is not very attractive to the fish
down below.
A minnow can be hooked
through the flesh just beneath
the dorsal fin, or it can be hooked
through the flesh on one side of
the dorsal fin. With either
method the hook should not
penetrate the body cavity. You
will experience some difficulty
when the hook is too big for the
minnow.

RAW FURS WANTED
Deer Hides Wanted
High Market Prices

TRY US
Ed Jones, Mattawamkeag
Telephone 1-736-3633
Ron Landry, Mattawamkeag
Telephone 1-736-2324

BLACK BEAR CAMPS
(Dzz

t/i£. dtoze of ^[agitaff -HaJze.

SNOWMOBILING FROM YOUR DOORSTEP

Heated Log Housekeeping Cabins
AUTOMATIC HEAT & HOT WATER
$12 p.p. Two or More — 7th night free
SKIING — SUGARLOAF USA
10 MILES AWAY
CHARLES DAILEY
STRATTON, MAINE 04982

Tel. 207-246-4641 or MA. Tel. 617-927-1000

WARD'S FUR CO.
Waterville-Fairfield Center Road
Fairfield, Me. 207-873-1855
BOYD AND SANDRA WARD
(One Mile North of I95 on Norridgewock Rd., Rt. 104)
All Brands of Traps & Supplies at Discount Prices

After the hole has been made
and you are ready to rig your tipup, sound for bottom with a lead
weight. When the distance has
been determined, set your bait
about a foot off bottom. If there
is no response after a sufficient
lapse of time, try other depths.
Locating a place to fish is our
next
concern.
Generally
speaking
those
lakes
that
produce good summer catches
will also yield a few fish during
the winter months. Fish become
lethargic during winter months,
feeding just enough in most cases
to stay alive.
The local bait shop is a source
that should never be overlooked
when seeking a fishing location.
The State of Maine Fish and
Wildlife
Department
makes
available a list of species stocked
and the locations where they
may be found.
By
travelling and
noting
concentrations of fishermen you
can get some idea of those
popular locations in your area.
Three popular lakes for salmon
and trout in the mid-coastal area
are:
Damariscotta Lake in
Lincoln County, and Swan Lake
and Lake St. George in Waldo
County.
Be cautious during the first of
the season — ice, when it first
forms,
looks
deceptively

Buyer of Raw Furs & Deerskins
Distributor of Montgomery Traps
Dealer Inquiries Invited

By PAUL A. PAPAYCIK
Make no bones about it, Maine
produces big deer. Yet if we
check the records of the top “big
deer” producing states from
1970-76, Maine has none listed.
Checking the all time list, Maine
has only one registered.
However such records are
quite
misleading:
for when
records are discussed on deer,
we are talking “head records” or
antler growth.
A deer could dress-out an
awesome 300 pounds plus, but it
means nothing for the record
books if the antler growth does

Taxidermy Studio
Deer Heads — Rugs — Full Mounts
Upland Game — Waterfowl
State & Federal Licenses
ROUTE 202 WINTHROP
PHONE 207-395-4487
PLEASE PHONE BEFORE COMING

S>top truck}
A pair of great gift ideas built in the
NAPA tradition of quality. The all new
4 x 4 pickup features the same
CZ
seamed-edge steel construction JiM
as its big brother, the 18
wheeler. Both trucks are highly
\__
detailed with windows, complete interiors, chrome
trim and non-toxic exterior finishes. Toys built in
the tradition of superior quality at a fair price.

AVAILABLE AT

WINTHROP AUTO SUPPLY
fHAPftk

The first clinic is scheduled for
January 20th, at 10:00 a.m. to
2:00
p.m.
Lunch
will
be
available.
Professional trainers, Steve
Babine and Blaine Carter will
conduct various portions of the
program. This is an ideal op
portunity for you to learn some
training skills.
Further in
formation can be obtained from
Blaine Carter,
Merrymeeting
Rd., Brunswick, Me. Phone 207725-8229.

Trophy Bucks
From Maine?

HENDRICK'S

SPECIAL
SALE
#11/2 Montgomery Coil
Springs Traps
$24.00 per doz.

uniform.
It takes prolonged
below freezing temperatures to
provide solid ice. Avoid inlets,
outlets, and dark spots in the ice.
The Maine Chapter of NAVHDA will host a series of three
winter indoor training clinics at
the Merrymeeting Sportsman’s
Club, on the Foreside Road in
Topsham, Me. These clinics are
open to all owners of pointing,
flushing and retrieving breeds.
You are encouraged to bring a
dog.

MAIN ST.
WINTHROP, MAINE 04364
PHONE 377-6962

not exceed a prescribed system
of measurement as outlined in
“North American Big Game”
which publishes every fifth year
or so. It is not uncommon for
whitetails dressing-out less than
150 pounds to have larger sets of
antlers than the aforementioned.
From a personal standpoint, I
have taken any number of deer
here in Maine dressing out better
than 200 pounds in 33 years of
Maine hunting with the largest
hanging at 278 pounds. The buck
possessed a typical head (the
only type eligible) and the an
tlers were immense, but it even
failed
the
eligibility
requirements of the recently
held Maine Trophy Club due to
the
spread
arching-in
too
drastically at the highest point.
Actually my finest head, ac
cording to the scoring system of
record deer, came from a buck
dressing-out at 185 pounds, but
the antler growth in no way
approached the heavier buck in
diameter
measurements.

The
prime requisites for
trophy heads points to food types
combined with longevity. It’s
almost too obvious that the
former is lacking throughout
Maine, yet the food available
even in the forested north seems
adequate enough to produce deer
in weight far above the norm for
the whitetail.
On longevity,
particularly in the north, Maine
ranks
among the
highest.
However, in Maine it appears
that how long a buck lives is no
guarantee that he will ever get in
the record books “head wise” due
to the lack of diversified farming
which is quite prominent in other
northern tier states such as
Michigan, Wisconsin and Min
nesota which have all produced
bucks in the record books. A case
in point is a six and a half year
old buck (verified by state
biologists) that I took up north
just a few years back that was
going backward in both body
weight and antler growth.
So what are the chances of
getting a trophy buck in Maine?
“Head-wise” practically nil and if
one is taken chances are it will be
pure luck for record book bucks
just haven’t been showing in the
woods of Maine. But don’t
dismay for Maine still offers the
finest whitetail specimens to be
found anywhere, trophy horns be
damned.
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Uncle Walter’s Fly Collection
I really never knew Walter
Timmons. My only recollections
of “Uncle Walter” are of a shy,
tiny man who attended family
gatherings at my grandparents’
house at Christmas. Except for
those yearly events, I seldom
ever saw him. I guess it was
because of his shyness that Uncle
Walter made so little of an im
pression on me as a child. At
those family gatherings, the
other grown-ups would tell funny
or exciting stories. Walter would
laugh with the rest of them; but
he seldom said a word. I confess
that I found him rather boring.
Thus I grew up without ever
trying to get to know Walter
Timmons. My original im
pressions might easily have
carried over to this day had
circumstances not, by chance,
opened my eyes. Uncle Walter
died a few years ago leaving his
estate to his aunt — my grand
mother. Through assisting her in
straightening our Uncle Walter’s
belongings, I finally discovered
what an interesting man he
might have been had I only taken
the time to find out. To be sure,
I’ll never know much of Walter’s
personality. But from the
evidence that he left behind, I
now know that there was much,
much more to this man than I
ever suspected. Everywhere we
looked in his little house we
found evidence of this man’s
diverse interests and talents.
Timmons was a superb
craftsman. Examples of his
talents showed up again and
again in practically every field of
interest that he pursued. There
was also much evidence of his
Scottish heritage as well.
Perhaps no single item
demonstrated both of these
traits as well as the dismantled
bagpipes that he never finished
rebuilding.
Uncle Walter was also an
outdoorsman and, from all in
dications, a sportsman with a
taste for the finer side of
whatever type of hunting or
fishing he took up. The fishing
and hunting paraphernalia that
Timmons left behind bears
testimony that, at one time or
another, he must have tried
nearly every variety of these
sports that are available in
Maine. His fishing tackle and
especially his flies are par
ticularly interesting.
Walter’s rod collection was
surprisingly sparse. There was a
trolling rod or two, a simple bait
casting combination and a fairly
run-of-the-mill bamboo fly rod.

Moose
River

MAINE
FLIES
By
Peter G. Walker
one word to describe Uncle
Walter’s streamer collection —
classy. The collection was
typically small and thrifty; but
the patterns and their makers
were the very best. Walter
frugally kept the cards his
streamers were packaged in.
There were several handsome
patterns from G.E. Fletcher
including Edson Tigers, Black
Ghosts and a Wizzard. (The
price: 25c apiece!) The real
treasure, however, was a
Warden’s Worry in its original
wrapper from the Percy Tackle
Company of Portland. It was
Gardner Percy’s fly tyers that
the great Joseph Stickney
singled out to tie his Supervisor
and Warden’s Worry designs so
many years ago.
And there was one other
bucktail pattern. Unlike all of the
other flies in Walter Timmons’
collection, this pale, smelt-like
Walter Timmons with a pair of Nova Scotia salmon,
circa 1935.

But I strongly doubt that they
were his only fishing rods.
Perhaps he sold or gave away
some in his later years. At any
rate, he left evidence of having
known finer pieces. We found
rod making supplies, guide
wrapping threads and a quantity
of finely worked Tonkin can
strips. Considering the precision
of Uncle Walter’s other craft
smanship, I can imagine what
sort of fly rod he might have
built!
Uncle Walter was certainly not
a fly fishing purist, however. His
tackle consisted of a fascinating
assortment of many types of
gear. Brook trout, bass, Atlantic
salmon. At one time or another
Uncle Walter tried them all.
There were heavy swivels,
sinkers and spoons for deep
trolling. There were old \
fashioned wooden bobbers for
still fishing. Among my favorites
were lengths of braided line
equipped with small sinkers and

Moosehead
Lake

LINCOLN’S CAMPS
MODERN HOUSEKEEPING CABINS • BOATS • MOTORS
TACKLE • BAIT

For Further Information Call: TINY & ELEANORE THOMAS

Tel* 207/534-7741
lei.

P.O.BOX295
rqckWOOD, MAINE0U78

SPORTSMEN’S EMERGENCY LIGHT
Waterproof
Unbreakable

Disposable
Lightweight

Visible up to 1 mile
lasts up to 12 hours.

Great for camping,

hunting,

or fishing.

From:

STONER UNLIMITED
P.O. Box 371
Freeport, Me. 04032
2.00 each; 20.00 per doz. Ppd. No CODs.

hooks and unwrapped around
pocket-sized little sticks. All
Uncle Walter needed to add was
a green willow pole and a worm
for a spur-of-the-moment brook
fishing jaunt.
Timmons’ fly collection, of
course, especially aroused my
curiosity. It was not a large
collection, yet it contained a
fairly wide variety of types and
patterns. His Atlantic salmon
flies were missing. However,
true to his Scottish ways, Uncle
Walter saved the cards on which
the flies had been packaged and
thereby left a record of his
salmon pattern preferences.
They were Scottish patterns and
Scottish tied as well. Green
Highlander, Silver Gray, Jock
Scott and Black Dose — all Old
World patterns tied in Kelso,
Scotland for S. Allcock &
Company, Ltd.
The trout fly collection was
considerably more complete and
every bit as classy. Walter’s
tastes in wet flies again tended
toward Old World patterns such
as the Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear,
March Brown, Flight’s Fancy
and Coachman. But there were
some North American patterns
such as the long-proven Dark
Montreal and Parmachene Belle
as well.
A few of those handsome, 1930
era wet flies were still in their
original packaging. Tied by G.E.
Fletcher of Kingfield, Maine, the
No. 10 Jock Scotts and
Fergusons were mounted two
per card and wrapped in
cellophane. The price per card?
20c!
Though Uncle Walter’s 50year-old tackle collection seems
pretty old fashioned in many
respects, there is one aspect that
any modern TU member would
be proud of. A significant portion
of Timmons’ trout flies were tied
on barbless hooks. Back in those
days of abundant, large trout and
little competition from other
anglers, Walter Timmons was a
catch and release sportsman.
t Once again I can think of only

creation appears to have been
homemade. Though less
professional in its construction,
the pattern itself is every bit as
appealing as its famous box
mates.
Did Uncle Walter tie them
himself? Considering the man’s
many other creative talents, it is
highly likely. Will the bucktail
take fish? I’m convinced it will.
Would anyone care to help me
find out?

Uncle Walter’s Bucktail
Hook: No. 6 x 6x long.
Thread: brown.
Tail: a section of iridescent
blue feather from a black duck’s
speculum.
Body: white chenille.
Wing: a small bunch of natural
brown bucktail over a larger
bunch of white bucktail.
Shoulders: white duck breast
feathers.

ICE FISHING ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE
January 1 to March 31, 1980
Ice houses available at no charge to our guests. Comfortable,
well-equipped housekeeping camps for from two to 20. Snow
mobile trails, cross-country skiing right here. Only six miles
from downhill slopes at Squaw Mountain. For reservations and
information, call or write:

Ron & Jane Fowler
Tel. 207-695-2549
Wilsons on Moosehead Lake
Greenville Jet., Me. 04442

GRIGNON’S TAXIDERMY STUDIO
Reimond W. Grignon
“Furs, Fins & Feathers’’

RFD #1, Box 42B
U.S. Route 2
Pittsfield, Maine 04967
207-487-2754

“Taxidermy in Motion”

Nicatous l9dgc& Camps
Secluded Log Cabins and Lodge on 12 Mile Long Nicatous Lake

Remote — Relaxing
Hunting, Fishing,
Vacationing for the
Outdoorsman & Family

Write:
Nicatous Lodge & Camps
Burlington, Me. 04417

Housekeeping & American Plan

Open Four Seasons

COMPLETE DOG KENNELS
Manufactured to your specs.
• Free Estimates
• Shipped Anywhere
• Easy to Assemble
Also strike cages for the front of
your vehicle

HARDWICK FENCE CO.
Division of Hardwick Corporation

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 28, Palmyra, Maine Tel. 938-2611
Visit Our Show Room in Palmyra, Maine
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Southern Maine’s Best Ice Fishing
By AL RAYCHARD
Since the appearance of the
snowmobile and such devices as
the power ice auger, portable gas
heaters and better engineered
“flip-top” traps, ice fishing has
grown phenomenally popular in
Maine. This is particularly true
in the southern counties which
house some of the best trout,
salmon and black bass lakes open
to this active winter sport.
Combined, York, Cumberland
and Androscoggin counties of
fered nearly 170 waters to the ice
fisherman in 1978. Although
regulations in themselves may
change it is doubtful many
waters have been closed (several
waters have been opened) thus
the angler who enjoys fishing
through the ice can look forward
to a wide selection of productive
waters.
In York County two of the
most productive and popular
landlocked salmon and lake trout
waters are Great East Lake
located in Acton and Little
Ossipee Lake in the town of
Waterboro. Both areas attract a
great deal of pressure, par
ticularly Little Ossipee, but
action is still some of the best
around.
*
Great East is known for its
winter salmon fishing. It is quite
possible to haul in fish hitting one
and a half to two pounds on
productive days, but lake trout
are
healthy
as
well.
They
average about the same size as
the landlocks, although larger

fish are not uncommon.
Little Ossipee, in recent years,
has lost much of its large salmon
fishery, and lake trout are now
the chief fishery there.
Lake trout running anywhere
from legal length to a pound keep
the flags poppin’.
Both Little Ossipee and Great
East are most cooperative im
mediately after the opening of
the season. Of the two, Great
East is the better resource.
Another good lake to hit is
Mousam, located in the town of
Shapleigh. Mousam can produce
fine salmon and togue, par
ticularly the latter. It is apt to
show more bass and pickerel
than cold water species. Both the
bass and pickerel run to healthy
sizes.
A lake I first discovered last
winter and am particularly fond
of is Province, which lies on the
boundary between Maine and
New Hampshire. While it is
illegal to take salmon through
the ice, Province Lake maintains
some magnificent togue; my
largest last year a three poun
der. What Province lacks in
salmon it makes up with brook
trout possibilities! This is one of
the few waters open to ice fishing
where brookies can be taken in
southern Maine.
Several other ponds in York
County where trout and salmon
may be taken include Wilson
Pond in Acton, Swan Pond in
Lyman,
which
offers
good
possibilities for browns, Long
Pond in Parsonsfield for salmon,

and Horne Pond in Limington
which has landlocks.
Productive bass and pickerel
waters include Wadleigh’s Pond
in Lyman, Estes Lake in Sanford
and Alfred, Barker’s Pond in
Lyman and Granny Kent Pond in
Shapleigh.
Cumberland County is blessed
with productive trout and salmon
waters. Fortunately many are
open to winter angling.
Of course, Sebago Lake itself
is the principle target of most ice
fishermen. Since the lake was
opened to the taking of lake trout
through the ice a couple seasons
ago,
Sebago
has
become
amazingly popular, attracting
more pressure than the majority
of other southern waters com
bined.
This
should
not
discourage the winter fisherman,
however. Sebago is a huge inland
sea and there are plenty of
productive areas to go around.
The Shoals off Sucker Brook is
a popular spot and the outer
shoreline of
Indian
Island
produces fine
winter togue
fishing as well. I have had fair
luck off the outlet of Northwest
River, but around Inner Island in
Muddy River bay can be hot in
February.
In and around the Dingley
Islands has been known to be
cooperative during the winter.
One should not forget setting
some traps near Frye Island and
fcoff the mouths of the other
principle tributaries.
Sebago is also popular with the
bass fisherman, produces some

Muzzleloaders
About muzzle-loading addicts
recently gathered at
the
Hathaway Homestead in East
Millinocket for the Northern
Maine Muzzle Loaders Ren
dezvous.
Wade Moffatt of
Springfield, shown firing in the
top photo, took first place.
Second was won by Cleon Gover
of Eddington and third went to
Donald Loranger of Lincoln. In
the middle photo, two of the
participants in the shoot show
their costumes off while they
wonder who stole their stew pot.
The lower photo shows shooters
at the firing line about to touch
off a round which will all but
obscure them with smoke from
their black power guns. The
shooting was at 50 and 100 yards
and prizes include sides of
smoked bacon, flour, sugar,
knives and livestock. The accent
on such shoots is on recreation of
the lifestyle of our early
forebears. (Hugh Await photos)

excellent whitefish and pickerel,
and if you have an ice shack and
like to fish at night, huge cusk
are available as well.
Although it is difficult to find
action there, Hancock Pond in
Sebago houses some magnificent
brown trout. The pond is not that
large, but it is not overly deep
and finding the inhabitants can
be perplexing. If you are lucky
enough to find action, chances
are the fish on the end of your
line will be worth the effort.
Another fine salmon and trout
water is Moose Pond in Bridgton.
Again, finding action may take
some time and more than one
trip but could be worth it.
Panther
Pond
in
Raymond
contains salmon, but finding
acceptable examples is difficult.
Crystal Lake in Harrison is fair
for silversides as is Pleasant
Lake in Casco. One of my
favorite areas, although I don’t
get there as much as I’d like, is

Sabbathday
Lake
in
New
Gloucester; the brown trout
there are in fine shape.
For the bass and pickerel
fisherman I’d highly recommend
the Otter Ponds in Standish,
Brandy Pond in Naples, Dundee
Pond in Standish, Watchic Lake
in Standish and Ingalls Pond in
Baldwin.
Thompson Lake located in the
town of Poland in Androscoggin
County is one of the best areas
for salmon and togue in that
county. Thompson has had some
difficulties the past few years
with its inhabitants, but the
potential is still there. The
majority of lakes in this county
are open only to the taking of
bass and pickerel.
Some of the best include Berry
Pond in Greene, Tripp Pond in
Poland, Lower Range Pond in
Poland, Spear Pond in Webster
and Big and Little Bear Ponds in
Turner.

Story of a Lost
Deer Hunter
By David Trahan
Last fall, near the end of
hunting season, I left my home in
Clinton to spend a few days deer
hunting in the Lincoln area. I
was unacquainted with the area,
only fifteen, and not too ex
perienced in the woods.
After arriving at camp and
settling in Friday night, we woke
early Saturday morning. I would
be hunting with two friends,
Kevin Sawyer, and his father
Everette.
They had
hunted
together for a long time and
knew each other’s way of hun
ting. I didn’t.
We were going to hunt a large
powerline, and a few logging
roads. We spread out to cover an
area
of
woods
near
the
powerline. I heard Kevin tell me
to stay in hollering distance.
I was the inexperienced hunter
so they put me in the middle. I
began walking, the land was
dense and we could hardly see
each other. In the distance I
could hear a chain saw and the
highway.
After a while, Everette called
and told me he was going into the
bog. A long time passed and
heard nothing from him, so I
walked into the bog after him.
I had not walked very long
when I noticed I didn’t know
where I was. I hollered many
times, hoping someone would
hear me. I began walking faster
and faster. I was doing the stupid
thing. I was panicking. Before
long, I was running. I ran for a
long
time,
and
became
exhausted. I was very scared and
very alone. The thing that scared
me the most was being unable to
hear the cars on the highway, or
the chain saw in the distance.
I climbed a tall pine and looked
into the distance. All I saw was
trees. It was the loneliest feeling
I have ever felt. When I got
down from the tree, I tried to
come to my senses. I tried to
think of how I could get out of the
woods.
I
started
walking again,
hoping somehow I would find the
powerline. I walked for a long
time, imagining every sound was
a hunter to help me. I could feel
myself getting exhausted and
hungry. Finally, I saw a large
clearing, it was the powerline. I

thought for sure my trouble was
over.
When I reached the
powerline, I looked on each side
of me, and all I could see were
hills and woods. The same feeling
of fear came back and I felt like
giving up. Again I panicked and
began to run. I ran to the top of
the hill, and looked over. There
was nothing. I ran back to the
other end of the powerline, but
there was nothing. Not a house
or even a road. I began to run
back and forth, falling over rocks
and logs. I finally became so tired
I fell and just layed there. Then,
I came to my senses and shot my
gun in the air. I heard a gunshot
in the distance. I fired again but
didn’t hear anything.
Then when I started to think, I
climbed a tree. I could see a
tower-like
pole.
In another
direction I could hear cars. I
decided my best bet was to go for
the road. I stopped at a small
brook and got a drink. I didn’t
know why I decided to go that
way but it proved to be smart. I
walked for a long time, it seemed
like a whole day, the sound of
cars getting closer and closer.
Thoughts were rushing through
my mind. If I did reach a road
where was I to go? I didn’t know
where I was. This didn’t bother
me. I just wanted to get out of
the woods.
When I finally reached the
road, I noticed there weren’t any
houses and few cars. I got on the
road and broke down my shotgun
so a motorist would pick me up, I
got picked up by a man. I told
him what happened and that I
had been hunting on a powerline.
He knew where it was and
brought me there.
Later, I found out the two
hunters with me had heard my
hollering. I also found out that I
had walked the whole powerline,
12 miles.

KEEP
MAINE
SCENIC
Stall Park & Recreation Commission / Augusta, Maine
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SPORTSMAN'S TRADING POST
HUNT — FISH — RELAX
HUNT...Black Bear...May thru Oct.
Best Ruffled Grouse hunting in the
country. Oct.-Nov. 15. Grouse —
Woodcock — Ducks — Geese —
Deer Nov. FISH...Salmon — Togue
— Brook Trout — May.-Sept. RE
LAX...With the family in your house
keeping cabin which overlooks the
mountains from the shore of beauti
ful Bigwood Lake. Boats — motors
— canoes—topomaps — license —
private beach — gas. SPECIAL
FAMILY RATES!!!! Call or write:
Your hosts: JACK & KATHY
HEGARTY Reg. Guides Cozy Cove
Cabins, Bigwood Lake, Jackman,
Me. 04946. 207-668-5091.

HANDMADE KNIVES
Handmade hunting and camping
knives. Beautifully crafted of high
carbon tool steel with handrubbed
walnut or cherry handles. Send $1
for illustrated catalog. Bohrmann
Knives, 29 Portland Street, Yar
mouth, Maine 04096. 207-846-3385.

LOTS FOR SALE
Northern Maine camp lots at Upper
Shin Pond near Baxter State Park.
Excellent views of Upper Shin Pond
and mountains. Use of common
owned lake frontage. Size from 3 to
7 acres. Priced $4000 to $7900.
Financing available. Write for de
scriptive brochure. E. Henderson,
17 Wadsworth St., Thomaston,
Maine 04861.

FLIES AND FLY TYING
Largest fly tying materials display in
the Northeast. Atlantic Salmon flies
specialty.
Free
catalog.
Bob
Leeman’s Trout Shop, (Tamarak
Motel) 807 Wilson St., Brewer, ME
04412.

SPORTSMEN S DEN, INC.
Stephen Kovacs..—- Sumner Stowe
1805 Boston Ave., Bridgeport,
Conn. 06610. (203) 367-3564.
ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS AND AP
PRAISALS — No collection too
small or too large. WANTED: An
tique
and
modern
firearms.
AMERICAN AND ENGLISH SHOT
GUNS: Parkers, L.C. Smith, Ansley
Fox,
Wtnchester,
Remington,
Ithaca, etc. RIFLES: Winchester,
Sharps, Colt, Remington, Military
Rifles, etc. PISTOLS: Smith & Wes
son, Colt, etc.
We can find a home for your collec
tion.

U.K.C. REGISTERED
ENGLISH HOUNDS
At stud G. Randall’s “SUN’’ —
$50.00 grade or registered. Reg.
pups available — 2 litters — $75.00
each. Tel. 688-4494.

SUGARFOOT KENNEL
Retriever training for gun dog or
field trial. Two first rate litters of labs
due in November, ready to go at
Christmas. Dave Mosher, Burnham,
ME. 948-2582.

MAINE BEAR HUNTING
Guaranteed results, booking bear
hunts 1980 season. Over bait,
May-Oct. Several camps in best
areas. Registered Maine Guides.
Boyd A. Ward, RFD 1, Fairfield,
Maine 04937. Tel. 207-873-1855.

BOOK
“FISHER TRAPPING”
BY EDWIN RECORD OF MAINE
24 pages covering the Fishers
habits, diet, mating, tracking, ten
different sets, care and handling of
pets, etc. This book will pay for itself
many times over. Price: $3.00 plus
.50c handling. Send order to Spear
Fur Company, 3 Old Log Lane, Bel
lingham, Mass. 02019.

FLY TYERS
Fly tying kits $10.95 and up. Large
selection of .dry fly necks $3.00 and
up. Fly tying materials and tools.
Gift certificates. Inquire about our
next fly tying classes in January.
Live bait and ice fishing supplies.
Bibeau’s Fly Shop, Route 302, North
Windham. 892-4206.

LAKE STREET REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE
Farms for Homesteading
Burlington — This three bedroom
cape could be restored with a little
work, over 25 acres of land, some
tillable, rest wooded. Only $17,000.

Kingman — Handyman’s special,
presently three bedrooms but room
for more, two attached barns, 30
acres of beautiful rolling fields, 35
woods. A bargain at $22,000.
Lincoln — Elegant 10 room farm
house with attached new barn,
swimming pool.

Income Properties
Unique opportunity — 28 room
building, 41/z baths, large heated
garage, barn, trailer park, all lo
cated in country setting on 5 acres
of land. Call for details!

Small business — Fully equipped
take out restaurant on acre lot with
trailer.*

Small Parcels
Lee — 8 acres of wooded land, very
remote, $4,000.

Lincoln —10 acres with over 300 ft.
road frontage on year round road.
$5500.
Grand Falls — 27 acres, spring, sec
luded. $7500*.

Kingman — 3 acres with river fron
tage. $4500*.
Lincoln — 53 acres with over 1000
ft. road frontage, frontage on trout
stream, $16,500.
Kingman — 65 acres, 113 fields, rest
wooded. Accessible year round.
$13,000.

Patten — 80 acres near Shin Pond,
$17,000*.
Prentiss — 84 acres with old log
ging road bisecting property.

Large Parcels
Chester — 175 acres with 3000 ft. on
trout stream and 400 ft. on river. Ex
cellent subdivision potential*.
Mattawamkeag — 183 acres with
small hunting camp, $22,000*.

E. Winn — 200 acres, softwood,
good internal road system.

Drew — 150 acres, old building site,
grown up fields, great spot for
homesteading, escape from the
hustle & bustle*.

Shorefront Property
Lincoln — Self sufficient cedar
camp, sleeping loft, frontage on
beautiful lake*.

Lower Sysladobsis — small camp
on beautiful leased lot, only $4,000.
Keag Lake — Camp on wooded lot,
one can get by boat to 5 other lakes
from this spot. Only $3500.
Cold Stream — two bedroom camp
with boathouse and sleeping camp.

New Listing

PUPS FOR SALE
Trigg Foxhound pups $25 each.
Parents both fast fox dogs with
good voices. Also Walker-Beagle
cross pups out of reg. Walker
bitches $20 each. Tel. (207) 6742756. Tim Farrar, West Paris, ME.

WANTED TO BUY
Old dome top trunks, some flat top
trunks. Will pay up to $50.00, de
pending on condition. May be able
to pick up. Tel. 846-3351.

COON DOG PUPS FOR SALE
U.K.C. Registered Treeing Walkers.
Out of good hunting stock. $50.00
ea. Jim Hawkes, 892-8451 or 8923784.

IRVING S ANECDOPES
Now, good Squaw’ will make flap
jack,
Chops the wood and doesn’t mope;
Since big Chief’ canoe thru hack
matack,
To fetch from wangan, Irving’s Fly
Dope.
Irving’s Fly Dope, Corinna, Maine.

OLD POSTCARDS
I collect old postcards for a hobby.
Will trade something for yours! Mrs.
Byron Henderson, Withee Ave.,
Madison 04950.

ATTENTION SNOWMOBILERS!
Over 100 miles of groomed trails
and endless miles of unplowed log
ging roads start at your cabin door
— Relax in large housekeeping ca
bins with oil heat — TV — etc. Ice
fishing for salmon and trout. Rates:
$8 per person. Call or write: Jim &
Marilyn Hegarty, Guay’s Cabins,
Jackman, Maine 04945. Tel: 207668-5621.

FOR SALE
Two adjoining 50’ lots on Beech Hill
Pond, Otis, Maine. Good fishing
area — Both for $7200.00. American
Heritage Real Estate, 40 High St.,
Bangor, ME. Tel: 942-6773. Eve. &
Weekends, Don Moore, Assoc.
942-3764.

AKC BASSET HOUND PUPPIES
Some of the best hunting stock
available in the U.S.A. Sire: Field
Champion Jupiter Dee. Dam: Oswegachee’s Chigger. 465-7801.

This is just a partial list, call, write or
stop by for a complete listing.
We are open Monday through
Saturday — 9:00 to 5:00. Sundays
by appointment. Office hours:
1-207-794-2460; 1-207-794-8539.

Lake Street Real Estate, 5 Lake
Street, Lincoln, ME 04457. After
hours: Carleton (1-207) to all 7942460; Beth: 794-8539; Laurie: 7384151; Mary: 794-6784; Pam: 7384741; Sharon: 794-3370; Peter:
732-3774.

BLUE HILL LAND
Thirty-two acres. Located only 5
minutes from the ocean and village.
Long stream and gravel access road
frontage. No power. Excellent in
vestment in recreational land.
$11,500. Financing.

Howland — 20 acres located in the
heart of deer country near major
rivers, streams and nice pond. Good
year round road frontage with
power available. $6900. Financing
available. John C. Cochrane, 778
Kenduskeag Ave., Bangor, ME
04401. 942-4941.

KEEP
MAINE
SCENIC
Slate Pirk I Itcreation Ctmnissii*

Aufusti Mailt

The

FOR SALE
English Pointer male 3 years old
January. Bonifide, Julie Warhoop
line. Tel. 207-945-9503.

Indian Store
Moosehead Lake
Greenville, Maine
Established 1927

LEHAY’S FLY SHOP
Mustad fly tying hooks, muddler
minnows and muddler hoppers.
Please send for our free price list.
LeHay’s Fly Shop, Ponemah Hill
Rd., Milford, New Hampshire 03055.

•
•
•
•

CENTRAL MAINE
BRITTANY CLUB
Is now accepting applications for
1980 membership. Due now. Con
tact: Dwight Jordan, Sec., Box 336,
North Windham, ME 04062. Tel.
892-9158 or 787-3317.

Indian Handicraft
Moccasins
Baskets
Jewelry

213 West Plain Street
Wayland, Mass. 01778
Tel. 1-617-653-9144

RETA LAND
MAIL ORDERS

FOR SALE

Quality
since 1856!

5 Beagle pups. 3 registered and 1
graded pup. Tel. 445-2919. Windsor,
Maine. Leo J. LaMontagne.

FREE CATALOG

Outdoor Gear
Gifts & Sporting Prints
Fishing Equipment
Sportswear
Fly Fishing/Tying Schools

WANTED — LAND
10-14 acres wooded, price around
$4500. Call 942-1879, Jim.

FOR SALE

Hours 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
Closed Sun. & Mon.

Mod 70 XTR. 243 new (Win.). Best
offer over $225.00. 34 muskrat
traps. Best offer over $1.00 ea. Good
condition. Harman Reed, RFD 1,
Box 263, Warren, ME 04864.

S SHOP OF BOSTON, Inc.
-------

Taxidermy Agent

------------------------------

Advertise FREE or at Low Cost
You can tell 40,000 Maine and out-of-state
sportsmen what you have to buy, sell or trade.
The Maine Sportsman Trading Post has brought
results to hundreds of satisfied readers.

We offer free classifieds of not more than 20
words to subscribers on a one-time basis. This
offer does not extend to full or part time
businesses.
For

non-subscribers

and

businesses

the

minimum rate Is $3.50 for 20 words or less. For
over 20 words, add 15 cents per word. Payment
must be made with your order.

The Maine Sportsman also offers low-cost
display advertising. For more information on the
Sportsmans Trading Post or other advertising
rates, call or write: The Maine Sportsman, Box
507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096. Telephone
846-9501

Place my ad in the Sportsman’s Trading Post as Follows: [Print or type]
Buy ad for 12 months, get one month free! Deadline 15th of month.

OLD HUNTING LICENSES
WOW! Send old licenses and duck
stamps for immediate cash. Wildlife
Gallery, 272 Bedford, Stamford,
Conh. 06901.'

FLY TYING MATERIAL
Let us pre-package ycur materials
for your fly tying classes. We will
include all necessary materials and
hooks for all patterns in individual
envelopes. We supply classes all
over the country and in Alaska.
Joe’s Tackle Shop, Rt. 1, Box 156,
Danforth, Maine 04424. Tel. 4482909.

WANTED
Would like to obtain all back issues
of the MAINE SPORTSMAN. Must
be in excellent, like new condition.
Contact: George T. Lonergan, 338
Main Ave., Warwick, R.l. 02886.

Lee — House with 400 ft. road fron
tage, barn, 3 acres. $12,000.
* Properties that have “owner
financing to qualified buyers.’’

GAME COCK NECK CLOSEOUT
Closeout on top quality game cock
necks, 6 for $14.95. Our choice of
colors. Photo dyed duns $4.95 each.
These are Grade A necks. Guaran
teed as represented. Most dealers
don’t know how to grade necks. At
last count we had 4,500 necks in
stock. They were bought when
good quality necks were available.
Joe’s Tackle Shop, Rt. 1, Box 156,
Danforth, Maine 04424. Tel. 4482909.

Mail to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
[Make checks or money orders payable to The Maine Sportsman]
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Almost an Unbeatable Record
By Richard Arsenault
One morning, on December 8th
1931, when the deer season was
much longer, Chester Coolidge
was at a favorite stand. His stand
was high on a ridge that
overlooked the farm pasture and
orchard. Soon after Chester was
in position, this huge buck ap
peared. The buck was working
his way steadily down the east
side of this western Oxford
county ridge. It was an easy shot
and Chet made it. Standing over
his buck, Chester admired the
huge rack. Those antlers were
bigger than any he’d ever seen.
After gutting the buck, Chet
went down to the farm to get a
helping hand and a horse. It was
an easy drag on a little snow.
Soon after the drag, a lively
discussion began among the
people on hand about the buck’s
weight. The buck was sure a big
ridge runner. Barnyard scales
said he weighed 275. Everyone
was sure the big horns helped a
lot.
Since that was the largest set
of deer antlers anybody
thereabouts had ever seen,
Chester decided to save them. In
no time they were on a plaque in
the farmhhouse. Many years
later the huge rack was hanging
out in the barn, forgotten with

could almost put the Boone and
Crocket trophy inside his
cousin’s.
What did Chester’s rack score?
It scored 163 and 6/8, after 20
and 3/8 points were deducted for
lack of symmetry. Chet’s antlers
have four long points on one side
with a beam that measures an
unbelievable 30 7/8 inches. Only
14 whitetail deer antlers in the
North American Big Game
Records Book have beams that
hit 30 or more inches.

Francis Arsenault holding Chester Coolidge's rack
that almost shook the record book.

the passage of time.
Among the people who saw the
buck that day was Chester’s
eight-year-old cousin, Lauren.
That was the only time Lauren
saw that rack. Much time has
passed since that day, but that’s
about how it happened.
Forty-seven years later in
December of 1978, Lauren had
his big ten pointer, taken from

the same area, that dressed out
at 268, scored by a Maine Antler
and Skull Trophy Club official.
Lauren was amazed at how small
his rack looked next to a Boone
and Crockett one he saw at the
scorer’s home. During the course
of the exciting antler con
versation, Lauren recalled
Chester’s rack. Imagine Lauren’s
surprise when he saw that he

Why then did Chester’s rack
score so low? The reason is the
way the right antler developed.
The end of it never completely
formed, the third point was half
formed, and the fourth point was
just a lump. If that right antler
had completed its formation, the
scorer estimated that the lowest
Chet’s set of antlers could have
scored was 191 points. Enough to
put it in 21st place in the all time
North American record book.
Some day a Maine hunter will
take one, or find one forgotten in
someone’s home or barn that will
score high in the all time record
book. Is that someday now? Will
you be the one to find a Maine
record breaking rack?

To end this big buck story, do
you realize that a buck commonly

loses up to 20°/o of his body
weight during the November
rutting season? Figure it out. If
Chester’s buck had lost twenty
percent of its weight, it had lost
70 pounds. That buck could have
weighed as much as 345 dressed
in late October. Yes, Maine has
some big, big bucks and some of
these bucks have big, big racks.
Won’t you take yours or your
friend’s rack to a scorer! With
the help of Maine’s hunters, this
state will eventually be
recognized for the caliber of
trophies it has.

The Maine Antler and Skull
Trophy Club’s minimum scores
for deer antlers are 140 for
typical, 160 for non-typical and
18 for black bear skulls. Our
lightest sets that make 140 weigh
over three and a half pounds with
a small part of the attached skull.
Don’t disconnect your antlers
from the deer’s skull.
Last but not least, if I wanted
a copy of the Maine Antler and
Skull Trophy Club’s “1st Annual
Big Game Records Book”, I’d
order it soon. Only 1,000 copies
have been printed. I bet it’ll soon
be a collector’s item. You will
find it advertised for $5.00 plus
75 cents handling in this
publication.

West Branch for Fishing and Camping
where he refused to budge for
the next 30 minutes. Ted sat
patiently in his canoe, hoping the
anchors would hold while the
waters boiled around him and his
quarry gave line reluctantly. Our
hero cranked slowly and surely
and after a struggle that used
almost an hour, finally boated a
magnificent specimen which he
viewed admiringly and returned
to the river.

“The fun is in the catching, not
the killing”, he announced when
questioned as he came ashore to
catch his breath. In addition, the
daily limit on this stretch of the
river is two salmon taken on
artificial lures (no bait).

Rafting
While fishing is enjoyed by
many visitors, other attractions
are recreation vehicle camping,
canoeing, white water rafting,
moose watching, picnicking,
swimming, hiking, sightseeing,
nature study, mountain climb
ing, photography, berry picking
and bird watching.

Young angler with a pair of big landlocked salmon
from the West Branch of the Penobscot River.
(George Linnane Photo)

By George W. Linnane
Clouds of caddis flies fluttered
over the waters of the Big Eddy
on the West Branch of the
Penobscot River. They had
emerged from the depths of the
river by the thousands. My
companion, Ted Stebbins,
grabbed a handful from the
nearest bush and gave me a
close-up view of this aquatic
insect.

“Salmon love them,” he in
formed me and I had to agree as
constant rises in the pool con
firmed his statement.

It was June and high water
had brought up the salmon just
in time to dine on these
nourishing flies.
Although

the

current

was

more suitable for white water
rafting than fishing, Ted laun
ched his canoe and maneuvered
to an eddy where fish rose
continuously. He anchored his
canoe both fore and aft in the
whirling water and cast his best
caddis fly imitation at the rises.
After several casts, a salmon
rose to his fly and descended on
it in a ferocious strike. When it
felt the sting of the hook, it
leaped six feet above the surface
giving Ted and spectators a fine
view of a very large, but angry,
salmon. Ted tensed for the next
jump which came quickly. The
salmon’s wild efforts to shake the
fly were foiled by dropping the
rod tip as he jumped. Defeated
by these tactics, the fish headed
for the current and* the bottom •

The latest outdoor activity is
white water rafting. Since the
log runs ended in 1972,
recreational use of the West
Branch has increased, the most
noticeable of which is rafting.
For those who would like to
“shoot” the rapids from the
Ripogenus Dam, downstream,
they are welcomed as passengers
aboard oversized rubber rafts
that will provide the thrill
(fright) of a lifetime.
The rafts are colorful, yellow
craft with equally colorful
passengers attired in orange life
jackets and black wet suits, each
wielding a paddle in the roaring,
white water. In the spring, when
the river is high, the voyage
through the gorge below the dam
and into the rapids dotted with
rocks like shark’s teeth looks
pretty hairy. Nevertheless, each
raft is filled with adventurous
voyagers of both sexes who seem
to enjoy the trip. The cost varies
around $40-$50 per person anc
several new enterprises in Rock
wood and Millinocket conduct
trips (see ads in this publication) <

Moose Watching
If rafting doesn’t appeal to
you, another exciting activity is
moose watching. For camera
buffs, it’s a combination of two
activities. The moose herds in
Maine have been protected since
1936 and their numbers have
reached an unmanageable 18,000
(estimated). Campers, anglers,
hikers and others are sure to see
one if they keep looking. My first
view of this giant of the north
woods occurred when a cow and
calf crossed my path on an old
tote road. At first, I thought it
was a horse but when I
recovered my wits I recognized
the true identity of the enormous
creature. It shuffled along the
road with offspring in tow and
re-entered the forest with hardly
a look at the interloper.

Fortunately, the moose is an
even-tempered animal which
avoids humans. Nevertheless,
keeping a safe distance away is a
good idea. In 1980, a restricted,
resident’s hunting season will be
permitted in northern counties,
the first effort in many years to
control their numbers.

RV Camping
The shortage of ac
commodations in the area makes
RV camping a popular style of
traveling and living. The most
suitable RVs are tent campers
and pickup campers. Large
trailers and mobile homes are not
welcome on the Great Northern
lumber roads and in Baxter
Park. The lumber roads are
private and intended for large
logging trucks and the park
roads are too narrow and
primitive for large campers. In
addition, campsites are too small
for them.

The best of the campgrounds is
the Abol Bridge Campground, a
private operation bordering the
Penobscot River at the entrance
to the Great Northern Paper Co.
property. It’s about 20 miles out
of Millinocket and contains 26
sites with a 25 foot camper
length limit, but no hookups
(electricity, water; etc.}.

However, it does have central
facilities with electricity, such as
toilets, showers and a store.
Also, it offers LP gas, ice and
rented canoes. The campsites are
nicely screened with trees and
they sit below Mt. Katahdin on
the edge of Baxter State Park.

If you want to venture further
into the wilderness and take your
chances on primitive camp
grounds, the next stop is Pray’s
at the Big Eddy. It is located
below the Ripogenus Dam on a
meadow fronting the best salmon
pool on the West Branch. It
offers fireplaces with picnic
tables and is designed for selfcontained campers. There are no
hookups. However, water is
available along with outdoor
toilets but there is little privacy.
Pray’s has a larger operation in
housekeeping camps and general
store nearby, thus campers are
not completely cut off. If you
enjoy fishing, primitive style
camping in a wilderness area,
you should love it here.

Those who are still not happy
and want to get into the heart of
the forest should look for the
Nesowadnehunk
Lake
Wilderness Campground. It
borders Baxter Park and may be
reached over a woods road from
the Ripogenus Dam. It’s a
private campground without
hookups for self-contained units
like tent campers. It features
boats, canoes and motors for
rent, picnic tables, fireplaces,
general store, water, gasoline,
ice and wood. Trout fishing is
possible in the lake and stream of
the same name, fly fishing only.
In addition, if you like nature
study,
moose watching,
mountain climbing, hiking,
mountain sightseeing and
swimming, this could be it. Rates
were $3.50 per day at this
writing, reservations required.
Housekeeping cottages and tent
sites available, also.

Nowadays, the area is a
modified wilderness but not
unlike the way it was when
Henry Thoreau and his Indian
guide penetrated it in the 1850s.
Let’s hope it stays that way.

